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										Title: A research report on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) - Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Saint David London Campus.		Introduction	Rapid technological invention and development due to advent of modern science since last two decades has turned people living in the whole world into a village in which every individual human beings , if accessibility, can communicate with others in a short time. A greater invention of computer, laptop and smart-phone and connection with internet has made human activities easier in the communication and others since before. Likely, all daily activities of human lives are involved with online/ based platforms in the present world (Henritius, Löfström, & Hannula, 2018). Web-based online learning platforms are getting popular to students, teachers, academicians, experts and scholars in the present time during the on-going pandemic of coronavirus over the world. In particular, a good number of academic institutes situating in developed countries usually operate Virtual Learning Environment for their students (SCAND, 2020). However, here is going to make a research report demonstrating and exploring influences of Moodle on students’ learning experiences in Wales Trinity Saint David University Campus which also has been carrying out virtual learning environment for its students for years. This report includes primary data based on sample of 100 students of this university through using email, phone-calls and other social media and secondary data involves articles, journal, books and internet based sources. This research report also includes primary and secondary data analysis with recommendations, including appendix in the end of the paper. 	Rationale	In the context of learning/study process, invention of computer, laptop and smart-phones connected with fair internet has brought new dimension demonstrating remote learning system or virtual learning environment alongside traditional learning process in the University/college campus. In particular, during the outbreak of unprecedented pandemic and political instability or other natural disaster, Moodle could be said as indispensible procedure for a short time/ full-time. For instance, outbreak of Coronavirus over the world has been hampering to human daily activities along with educational institutes for months since earlier of this year-2020. In this critical moment, most universities/ colleges and other academic institutes carry out their daily class activities over online based platforms.  Thus, Virtual Learning Environment- Moodle is going to replace traditional class lesson. However, Students of Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus are also learnt under Moodle for years. At present time, this University proclaimed that on-campus, online and on the learner side demonstrating virtual learning environment. Here is going to describe impacts of Moodle/ VLE on students’ learning experience in the context of the mentioned university as well. 	Objectives	This research report aims to exploring how impacts of Virtual Learning Environment- Moodle in the on-going experiences of students studying in Wales Trinity Saint David University London Campus based on participants’ responses to questionnaires. 	Methodology	This research report has been conducted with primary data and secondary information in order to analyze impacts of Moodle in this University, involving qualitative data. Primary data of this research has been gathered from a sample involving 100 students through using online survey including email, phone-calls and other social media due to not having chance to make face to face contact in the outbreak of coronavirus, as participants to response, studying in Wales Saint David University London Campus with a view to exploring and analyzing the primary data. On the contrary, secondary data for this research includes various published books, journals articles and other sources including newspaper academic experts’ opinions in terms of virtual learning environment over online based platforms. 10 questions for respondent students have been conducted to find out actual data regarding impacts of Moodle in this University after all. 		Primary data analysis	This research report includes 100 participants as sample through social media with questionnaires in order to gather data in the context of impacts of Moodle. Response of question 1 displays that 55% participants are male and 45% respondents are female shown in the pie below. Most of the respondents, according to response to question 2, are 20-25 year old studying in the University. They willingly have participated to deliver data in response to the questionnaires. 					Response to the question 3 and 4 shows that most of students are involved with Moodle and they, 65%  of respondents,  use Moodle  for academic purpose, 25 % participants use Virtual Learning Environment for getting entertainment and rest of the participants utilize E-learning process for other activities.  			Response to the question 5 demonstrates that 90% students get reliable information and study materials and on the contrary, the only 10% respondents (shown below) have no a due accessibility to information and study material in terms of e-learning system due to not having proper knowledge how to use technical devices in the context of Moodle. 					Response to the question 6 displays that 85% students studying over web-based platforms directed by the University with no difficulties/ gaps and 15% of respondents are facing challenges during VLE/ Moodle. Most of students are getting involved themselves with internet.  		Response to the question 7 shows that 45 % of respondents  who are facing difficulties in Moodle face problem due to having negative impact on physical body like eyes and 35% of them are less interested in setting up in front of technical devices like laptop, mobile and computers and rest of them face problem regarding less understanding in Moodle 			Response to the question 8 and 9 demonstrates that 60% of students express Virtual Learning Environment is more comfortable than traditional class lesson and 40% of respondents say that class lessons are more comfortable than Moodle.  Students of them confessing class lesson are comfortable, they again do not support traditional class system during any emerging pandemic like coronavirus or political instability due to not having safety and security for them in academic institute as well. 		Response to the end question shows that 20% respondents are satisfied with Moodle because excessive uses of electronic devices for the purpose of learning make students easier and comfortable. And rest of the students is not satisfied with Moodle due to excessive use of electronic device in terms of academic perspective.		The mentioned primary data analysis demonstrates that most of students are involved with Moodle run by the University of  Wales Trinity Saint David  London Campus but they are due satisfied with this. Rather, during the emergence of any pandemic or political instability for days, remote learning system/ Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle can be suitable. The mentioned University has been carrying out online based classes and study lessons in the present time for students’ future performance in the workplace after all. 		Secondary analysis	Stricker, Weibel, and Wissmath explained that The virtual learning environment (VLE) empowering educational roadmap with online-based tests and quizzes demonstrates to ensure all groups of students and a particular group of learners who are facing challenges and living in remote areas. They asserted that Moodle curtailed pressure on traditional learning process in academic Institute class lessons and made the individual learners accessible and affordable (Stricker, Weibel, & Wissmath, 2011). Sandra Lyndon and Beverley Hale have explored that Virtual Learning Environment- Moodle can make a comfortable zone which is preferred and personalized by users like learners. Students in the higher education do not face restricted provisions directed by class lecturers in the context of class setting or formal dress-up while taking class over online. He explored that the VLE process provides education with standard quality/high quality for various types of learners regarding many disciplines (Lyndon & Hale, 2014).	Arkorful, and Abaidoo argued that it is quite impossible to finish all learning activities over online with no interruption. For instance, in the context of science background learners, practical tasks regarding chemical experimentation and exploration cannot be done in students' room at home without academic Laboratory. For any practical experimentation about a particular issue, traditional education system must be needed. Besides, tutors/ teachers have no direct control over students' etiquettes such as rapid answer, clear answer and cheating /cutting about study requirements (Arkorful,  and Abaidoo, 2015).	VLE provides opportunities for learners to get involved with doing cheat due to not having monitoring system to observe what student actually does. Although this Moodle has brought greater advantages in learning system, this reduces practical communication and social bonding among learners. He explored that studying from home over online may bring mental impact on learners because of excessive use of technical devices including smart-phone, laptops and desk-tops (Bergiel, & Balsmeier, 2008).	Gossman, Jenny, Barker & Peter have demonstrated that VLE-Moodle can bring negative impact in the context of individual learner's academic performance due to having lack of concrete communication and practices in the class lessons. They explored that a group of students mostly use the VLE process for getting entertainment alongside taking part in online classes. A good number of students are getting addicted to internet based different media and sites and looking for game and irrelevant videos for entertainment (Gossman, Jenny, Barker & Peter, 2013).	The above mentioned scholarly writings as secondary data demonstrate that Moodle has both merits and demerits. Although VLE has some demerits, it is getting popular to learners and tutors in university/college level due to having their accessibility and affordability in terms of study program after all. 								Conclusion and Recommendation	This research report demonstrates that Virtual Leaning Environment directed by University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus has made positive impacts on students’ learning experiences there based on primary data.  Moodle run by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus but they are due satisfied with this. Rather, during the emergence of any pandemic or political instability for days, remote learning system/ Virtual Learning Environment –Moodle can be suitable. On other hand, secondary information asserted that E-learning/ virtual learning has negatively impacted on students’ academic performance as well.  In particular, during pandemic of coronavirus, this University and its students are gaining more effective outcome in Virtual Leaning Process. This University should maintain learners’ safety and excellent performance in the workplace through proving study materials and directions over Virtual Learning Environment.  											References					


Appendix
Research Questionnaire
1. What is your gender?
Boy
Girl
2. What is your age?
20-25
25-30
30-35
40+
3. Are you involved with Vertual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle?
Yes
No 
4. If so, what is your purpose for using this learning process (Moodle)?
Academic
Entertainment
others
5. Do you realize that the VLE- Moodle provides more and optimal information and study materials?
Yes
No
6. Have there any difficulty/gap created by this Moodle making challenges for you?
Yes
No
7. If so, in which area do you face problem?
less understanding with clearity in class lesson
lacks of constant flow of internet connection
less interest in setting up in front of Laptop or other devices
8. Which one is best in the context of comparison bewteen Moodle and class lesson?
Class lessons are more comfortable than the VLE system
Moodle/VLE is more comfortable than as usual class session
9. If answer is A, do think Moodle may be continued during normal and pendamic situation like coronavirus?
…………………………..
10. Are you satisfied with using the Vertual Learning Environment?
Yes
No





Response to compare bewteen class lesson and Module	VLE-Moodle is more comfortable than traditional lesson	Class lesson is more comfortable than Moodle	60	40	Respondents' opinion to satisfication with Moodle	Yes = 20%	No = 80%	20	80	Respondents to this research as sample	Male = 55%	Female  = 45 %	0.55000000000000004	0.45	Respondents involved with Moodle for what purposes	Academic	Entertainment	others	0.65	0.25	0.15	Participants' response to get reliable information and study materials	Yes = 90%	No = 10%	0.9	0.1	Respondents' opinion regarding difficulties/gaps in Moodle	Yes = 15%	No = 85%	15	85	Respondents facing diffculties/problem in Moodle	Less understanding in Moodle	having negative impact on physical body	Less interest in setting up in front of technical devices	0.3	0.4	0.3	2 | Page
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