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	NAME:  Daniel Joseph Graham

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031308

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Mental Health in Frontline Policing: A critical evaluation into the effects of mental health on the Police and the Public. 

INTRODUCTION:
This topic is something which I feel is at the forefront of society currently and is something which has been analysed and evaluated to a point which I consider it to be one of the main topics which affects the vast majority of the population in some facet. Policing and Mental Health is something which is symbiotic in a number of different ways, whether that be police officers dealing with members of the public with a variety of mental health issues or maybe police officers struggling with their mental health personally following on from the challenges of frontline policing in this day and age. 
This topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as there are a number of studies surrounding this topic which can be explored, for example Williams (2023) elaborates on how police officers deal with vulnerable people in society and how critical it is that there is a multi-agency approach to deal with this group of people. Policing can, in some respect be simplified when looking at an individual incident, however when dealing with the bigger picture, it is important that this is thoroughly evaluated, and the best practices are carried out nationally to ensure safeguarding and support for those individuals affected by different vulnerabilities. 
There is no specific subject to my research, however I will be looking to use surveys completed by police officers anonymously to answer questions surrounding their experiences as frontline police officers and the impact of mental health on their roles. These police officers will be able to answer honestly and anonymously and have their answers evaluated qualitatively by myself. There will also be a chance to answer some quantitative questions in a separate part of the survey, this will allow me to explore a different aspect of the answers I receive. 
I will also be looking at research already conducted and evaluate whether this is in line with information which has been gathered already by the regional police force mental health lead. This will be discussed and included in my dissertation and used to evaluate how the geographical area of Gwent compares to national statistics. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Analyse the effect mental health has had on frontline police officers when carrying out their duties.
· Evaluate the impact mental health has on members of the public, specifically the correlation between mental health and crime. 
· Discuss what changes have been made to assist the police in dealing with vulnerable people who have mental health issues. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

When looking at the literature surrounding this topic. It is interesting to note that a lot of the peer-reviewed published documents including articles, journals and books all tend to generally focus on how police officers deal with members of the public facing mental health issues and illnesses. When researching whether there were any publications directly connected to my proposed research title, I found only one source similar to my title, Mclean and Marshall (2010). Even this does not necessarily focus entirely on the issues the front line police officers have in this country with their own personal mental health. 

As such, I feel that my research is important to highlight the issues that are faced by police officers and how this then impacts the police force as a whole. 

As part of my research, I will be looking to implement the use of statistics from my local police organisation as well as national statistics provided by the UK government. This will help me compare how my local policing area deals with mental health in their own officers in comparison to the rest of the UK. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
When it comes to research, I will be looking to implement a well-rounded, unintrusive survey which allows the police officers who are involved to provide honest and informative answers without the need for excessive questioning and probing too far. The intent by making it a simple survey will hopefully allow a more engaged subject and more responsive answers. This will allow me to analyse the results when compared to literature which will have been submitted by other published authors. 
I will not be looking to seek specific primary research from specific experts; however, I will be using secondary research from other sources to assist in my findings and my analysis of the topic.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The aim is to get around 40 answers on this questionnaire as the survey website allows a maximum of 40 responses for free before it charges for use. 

My target sample is a range of people with different experiences. Both in policing and in the general public. In policing, I will be asking for officers to be involved who have a range of experience of frontline policing, from six months to twenty years. This will give me a range of different viewpoints and examples of different officer experiences and opinions on the matter. 
As the involvement of the participants will be anonymous, this rules out most ethical problems and also may reduce the concerns of those officers sharing their experiences with mental health.  




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will not be any ethical issues that may arise during the course of my research due to the lack of personal information that I will be using for this research. 


	TIME SCALE:
The time scale for obtaining this research will be between 04/07/2023 and 08/04/2024. 
. 
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