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Script

Introduction

Croeso and welcome to my presentation on the importance of bilingualism and multilingualism has in early years and its impact on the development of children. My name is Jordan Pope, thank you for joining me. 
The aims and outcomes of this presentation is to recognise the importance of languages in children, particularly those in early years.
To acknowledge the importance of Cymraeg and English as additional languages.
To take note on the impact that languages have on brain development 
To understand how divergent thinking links to languages 
And finally, what current frameworks influence the practice of settings and programmes. 
My hope is that after this PowerPoint, individuals will develop an appreciation for bilingualism and multilingualism in Cymru and beyond. 

On the first slide – Ar y sleid gyntaf. 
Benefits of multilingualism and bilingualism in early years - Manteision dwyiethrwydd a amlieithrwydd mewn blynynoedd cynnar
Benefits of multilingualism and bilingualism cannot be understated and it’s important for professional practitioners, parents, guardians and government to support the development and understanding of more than one language. 
Multilingualism and bilingualism are the cornerstone of many countries and cultures. Some nations contain up to 20 official languages. (Wright and Baker 2025)
Talk about Cymru, the work of the Welsh government and other Cymraeg organisations.
Bialystok and Werker (2017) recognise the usefulness and impact on understanding the effect language has on children’s development. Though not always straightforward. As many factors are at play, such home language verses dominant language in society. 
Other mediums of languages exist such as switches, singalong, pictographic communication such as PECS and coreboards. (Whittington NHS Trust, no date). Looking back at my own good morning session I ensured that there was enough Welsh, greeting the children, days of the week, code switching from English to Welsh. Ensuring repetition and adapting to the child’s communication needs and level by supporting the use of switches, coreboards and signing. 

Sleid nesa 
Welsh and English as additional languages - Cymraeg a saesneg fel iath ychwanegol

In the UK and Wales approaches and attitudes to modern languages have changed. In Wales, Welsh is given equal thought and importance as English. Approaches are now taking place to promote bilingualism and multilingualism in learners of all ages. 
Cymru has developed a New Curriculum for Wales (2022). Which brings about the joining of Welsh, English and other modern languages. To develop ways to support learners and practitioners in accessing the importance of language (Gorrara et al., 2020). 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2023) takes note of ALN provision in Wales, while trying to provide bilingual learning to ALN learners and the opportunity to learn through the medium of Welsh. Barriers remain. 
In my session incidental Welsh and repetition was used throughout and interchanging between English and Welsh, allows learners to learn and absorb. Greeting the learners mewn cymreag a cael cyfle i clywyd a dysgu. i ddweud bore da, sut wyt ti a pwy sy’n nesa. 

Sleid nesa
Brain Development - Datblygiad yr ymennydd

Consideration needs to be given in how multilingualism and bilingualism effects brain development in children. What are the benefits, advantages and barriers to beneficial and healthy brain development. 
Christos et al., (2020) argue that there is still limited proof on how bilingualism and multilingualism effects the development of the brain in children and infants. Due to the nature of the brain, it can be difficult to quantify and appreciate the complexities. 
Baker (2014) points out that when a child is noticing that two or more languages can represent the same ideas and information. This would later benefit a child with their reading and how to navigate more complicated aspects of a language. A monolingual child may not be as engaged or equipped to new ideas and ways of doing things.
If there is a problem with a child, if it relates to the child’s development in their social or educational ability. Some parents may attribute the problem with their child learning a second language (Baker, 2014). A child’s caregivers could prematurely remove their child from a setting that promotes a second language. Such as a monolingual child who is learning WAL. 
Looking at my own session and how it can promote or provide an environment that contribute to a child’s brain development. Such as switching between two languages, translating from Cymraeg to English to link both languages and to show that tow different words mean the same thing. Such Gwyrdd meaning Green. 

Sleid Nesa
Divergent Thinking – Meddwl Dargyfeiriol

Divergent thinking indicates an ability to more complex and abstract thinking. A bilingual or a multilingual person would experience language switching or code switching. Which is the ability to speak, think and work in two or more languages as a final point according to Yang (at al., 2017). Being able to go through the day thinking mewn Cymraeg a meddwl beth i ddweud in English when in an environment that I English speaking dominant. 
Additionally, Booton et al (2021) shares and gathers evidence on the effects of bilingualism has on the creative element within children, that allows that divergent thinking to take place. It’s suggested as well that bilingual children do better than monolingual children. Understanding more than one language helps the brain to be more open to other languages and ideas. It may prove easier; links could be made with Cymraeg and other languages such as French. 
According to Su, Wei and Chuang (2026) provide opportunities for children to explore average everyday objects and materials. Allows children to explore different ways in which to be creative and being stimulated at the same time. Give children space to play and use their creativity to explore, adapt and learn. They may understand the names of the same object in different languages. Such as a toy cat being cath.

Sleid nesa 
Frameworks and programmes - Fframweithiau a Rhaglenni

First aspect to note is that in Cymru we have a devolved government that oversees education and care in Cymru. Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids’ clubs (2025) is an initiative that was set up by Welsh Government. Taking an active role in reaching Cymru’s goal of 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050. Certainly, something to take into consideration, with so much push and support. This could open the door and remove barriers to learning Welsh. A dysgu y hen iaeth and gallu diall yr hanes mewn cymru. 
Lewis et al (2019) claims that process evaluation of Cymraeg for kids in Cymru was set up in conjunction with other programs and seeks to support and provide for parents, guardians and other individuals in supporting the Welsh language to their children. Supporting settings like Cylch Meithrins to have the resources on hand to support parents who want Welsh as an additional language and to lay down those key foundations to give children and carers the opportunity and confidence to learn in the medium of Welsh. 
Resources are at hand to support families that are using EAL and WAL. Such resources from BookTrust (2026) that can offer literature and support to families who want to read bilingually, especially through Welsh and English. It’s paramount for goverments to provide spaces and support that can facilitate the development of new languages and the ability to go through the experience with other individuals. 

Conclusion
Discuss the importance of reflecting of my session. Ensure smooth transition between different portions of the bore da session. Forgetting the green voile, though it worked out as it introduced more Welsh to build anticipation and allows processing time. I would like to be sure that I include a visual of our 4 purposes, which is engrained in my setting. 
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