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Barthes was 
overcome by an 

‘ontological’ desire.
I too need to know 
the nature of the 
ITC image before 

exploring the 
cultural 

implications. It 
must come first.



Research 
library



Research at 
ragged school 

spiritualist 
church



Research into suitable camcorder



Research into 
philosophy 
and dreams



Research into ITC



Research into 
ITC



Research into EVP



Research into 
mediumistic 
photography



Dream analysis. In 
case ITC didn’t 
work or was 
uncomfortable to 
engage with I 
recorded my 
dreams with a 
view to working 
within this 
subject.

Ref. Dreaming ahead of time Gary Lachman

An experiment with time J.W Dunne

Jung

Freud

Radin, The conscious Universe, experiments 
with time 



Dreams 
recorded as 
quickly as 

possible on 
waking



Sometimes 
two  dreams 
in a night 
were 
remembered



Easier to do 
during school 
holidays when I 
didn’t need to 
get up at 7.30 
am for the 
school run































Links with 
mediumship, 

video and 
photography. 

Establishes the 
possibility of 

photographing 
the spirit world. 



Scole
experiments. 
Faces of people 
seem to feature 
and seen in my 
work.



















Picture of Sir 
Arthur Conan 

Doyle created at 
Scole. Similar 

face appears in 
one of my 

images



Apports that 
dropped from 
ceiling



















Video stills of orbs of light and light energies.









ITC images of 
Simone Santos
https://www.inst
agram.com/tcise
attle/?hl=en



Schreiber 
method



Set up of 
Schreiber 
method



Research and initial set ups



Some initial results. Photos and videos.







Examples. Most files here are of lesser interest. 
More interesting examples are developed in 
Lightroom. 



Examples of unedited files



Further research into June 2022.



June 2022, videos and unedited images



Experiments



Examples June 2022



July 2022 videos and images



Examples August 2022









Shed 
experiments





Examples of 
edited files. 

Some abstract, 
some 

seemingly 
anomalous



Adobe 
Lightroom 
used to edit 
photographs.















































































Can thoughts 
have an 

external kind 
of substance 

and direction?























Conan?







An offering.





For my thesis I decided not to 
give any images a title. The 
addition of a title pulls the 
viewer in a particular direction 
and within that structure I felt it 
was inappropriate.



The world of Ted 
Serios. 
Thoughtographic 
studies of an 
extraordinary 
mind. Jule
Eisenbud



These are the sort of 
pictures that should 
have been taken



Polaroid instant 
films often used





The work of 
Eisenbud is 

important in my 
project as it 

indicates that 
human agent psi 

might be 
responsible for 

ITC images







List of academics 
and collogues of 
Eisenbud who 
signed witness 
affidavits attesting 
to the validity and 
scrutiny of research



Some images were 
hidden in 

envelopes and Ted 
had to try to 

recreate these 
pictures through 

ESP, often 
successfully or 

partially sucessfully



Ted was difficult 
to work with as 

he was an 
alcoholic and 

often displayed 
immature and 

challenging 
behaviors





Intentionality and 
implications for art in 
general.

If intentionality is capable of being 
transmitted onto a chemical 
emulsion on a piece of paper then 
why wouldn’t that intentionality be 
capable of being transmitted into 
other mediums such as paint, or 
stone or any creative endeavour?



One way process?

Is this phenomenon just a one way 
process or might the work of art be 
capable of retaining this intentionality 
and somehow transmitting it out to a 
spectator? Might a spectator put 
themselves into a state of consciousness 
where this transfer might be accessed 
more readily?



Morphic resonance 

Rupert Sheldrake’s theory of morphic 
resonance suggests that nonlocal transfers 
of information take place all the time.

Sheldrake, R. (1994) The presence of the 
past. London: Harper Collins.



Mark Rothko 

‘I am interested only in 
expressing basic human 
emotions – tragedy, ecstasy, 
doom, and so on’. 

• https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/mark-rothko-1875



When I sit and watch these pictures in this setting I sense that I go to a 
different place and that there could be some kind of a communication. 



‘Common sense 
ideas of the 
world are 
profoundly 
mistaken’ 
Bell’s Theorem. 
p.322, Zukav, G. 
(2009) The 
dancing Wu Li 
masters. An 
overview of the 
new physics.



Nonlocality



http://www.scho
larpedia.org/arti
cle/Bell%27s_the
orem#:~:text=Bel
l's%20theorem%
20asserts%20tha
t%20if,at%20the
%20speed%20of
%20light.

• Bell's theorem asserts that if certain predictions 
of quantum theory are correct then our world is 
non-local. "Non-local" here means that there exist 
interactions between events that are too far apart in 
space and too close together in time for the events to 
be connected even by signals moving at the speed of 
light. This theorem was proved in 1964 by John 
Stewart Bell and has been in recent decades the 
subject of extensive analysis, discussion, and 
development by both physicists and philosophers of 
science. The relevant predictions of quantum theory 
were first convincingly confirmed by the experiment 
of Aspect et al. in 1982; they have been even more 
convincingly reconfirmed many times since. In light 
of Bell's theorem, the experiments thus establish 
that our world is non-local. This conclusion is very 
surprising, since non-locality is normally taken to be 
prohibited by the theory of relativity



The Universe 
is apparently, 
paradoxically 
‘Non-local’



Experiment I conducted 
with polarizing filters, re 

Bell’s theorem. The 2 filters 
at right angles block all 

light. The addition of a 3rd

between them allows light 
through. Common sense 

says this should not 
happen, but it does. 

Experiments of Bell, Aspect 
and others prove 

Entanglement, and a ‘Non-
Local Universe’ Reality is 

not as it seems.



https://www.
nobelprize.or
g/prizes/phy
sics/2022/su

mmary/



https://www.n
obelprize.org/p
rizes/physics/2
022/popular-
information/



From Nobel 
prize site. 
https://www.n
obelprize.org/
prizes/physics/
2022/popular-
information/

• From paradox to inequality

• This progress rests on many years of development. 
It started with the mind-boggling insight that 
quantum mechanics allows a single quantum system 
to be divided up into parts that are separated from 
each other but which still act as a single unit.

• This goes against all the usual ideas about cause and 
effect and the nature of reality. How can something 
be influenced by an event occurring somewhere 
else without being reached by some form of signal 
from it? A signal cannot travel faster than light – but 
in quantum mechanics, there does not seem to be 
any need for a signal to connect the different parts 
of an extended system.



https://www.scientifi
camerican.com/articl

e/the-universe-is-
not-locally-real-and-
the-physics-nobel-

prize-winners-
proved-it/



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7588183/

56

56

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7588183/#cit0056
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7588183/#cit0056


Non locality 
and 
implications

• Light is fundamental to photography

• It is the primary tool of our trade, yet its 
nature is a paradox

• I believe Non locality has implications in the 
way I view photography

• More importantly how I might view the 
Universe

• Quantum paradox and human experience 
seems to allow for a Dualist or conscious 
Universe and therefore spirituality appears 
perhaps to become more viable











Tranquilly House, Spiritualist centre, entrance.



Research at Tranquillity House, Spiritualist 
organisation, Uplands.



Orb seen during photography 
session at Tranquility House. 
Photography not allowed here 
other than on this evening. 
Video at 
https://www.youtube.com/sh
orts/YWVcb7tJ9Fk



Tranquillity 
House, 
Uplands. 
Mediumship 
research.



Mediumship 
research.



Mediumship

I attend a mediumship development 
class each Wednesday evening as 
research. Much of it is tedious but 
every now and again something 
interesting seems to happen. It is also 
helpful to discuss my own ITC research 
with people with open minds and who 
also have their own experiences with 
ITC and other areas of psychical 
interest.



Famous 
medium Mrs 
Leonora Piper



Celebrated 
medium 
Eileen 

Garrett



Examples of 
research, 
September into 
October 2022, 
videos and 
images.



Research at St Peter’s Church, Newton, Swansea. I attended this venue with my son and engaged with Christians here for over 30 
hours while James did his Welsh Baccalaureate community service. Tea, cakes and chats were interesting and enjoyable.



Notes at St 
Peter’s, 
Newton



Literature loaned to me by 
Christians. I am interested in 
how different religions and 
traditions treat death and 

the possibility of an afterlife.



Buddhist 
meditation 

centre, Uplands.



In my research I attend a 
Buddhist meditation each 

Friday lunchtime followed by 
discussion, tea and cakes…I 

am particularly drawn to this 
place and activity and will 
continue here after this 

research period.



Literature 
recommended 
to me from a 
Hare Krishna 
friend from the 
Hindu tradition



Literature 
recommended to 
me by friends 
from the 
Buddhist tradition



Video 
research 
October 
2022.



Examples of 
stored 
edited files



Examples of 
stored, 
edited files.



Sound files 
edited by 
date



Some sound 
files edited by 
date.



Single sound file in 
Adobe Audition. 

Utterances are 
highlighted by 

patterns. Various 
filters may be 

applied to try to 
improve clarity.



ITC notes





























































Exhibition, 
Studio 
Griffiths, 
Swansea 
School of Art.



Exhibition 
2022 Studio 

Griffiths, 
Swansea 

School of Art.



Some 
spectators 
were confused 
as to what 
these images 
represented.



Need to 
consider other 

ways of 
representation 

to help 
contextualise



Spectators 
seemed to 
have no 
point of 
reference





Some of my online 
images at Instagram 
seem to be well 
received though. 
Although they can 
be viewed in the 
context of many 
more photographs.



It appears other 
people do seem 
to be interested  
engaging with 
this subject.



Having sound 
alongside the 
presentation 
appears helpful.



Online feedback has helped me conclude that video 
accompanying still images may work well.



Will continue 
to experiment 
with video as 
well as still 
pictures.



On going

• Still images seem to confuse spectators

• Experiments with video continue

• See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4m2yUaFtqxw



Video 
experiment 
edited on 
Adobe 
Premiere Pro



Notes



Annotated 
bibliography



Tutorial



Heidigger’s ideas 
– ‘Dasein’and
‘Das Nichts’ 
seem compelling 
and resonant.



Desolate, 
existential 

‘nothingness’



Tony Oursler
Often playful, curious 
and bold. Willing to 
engage with ideas on 
a fringe and without a 
definite narrative.



However, in interview he 
plays safe. Oursler 

promotes himself as a 
materialist and sees ideas 
of belief in the paranormal 

as an assault on 
‘rationalism’

https://tonyoursler.com/in
terviews

‘Imponderable’

https://tonyoursler.com/interviews


It seems difficult for 
me to view his work 

without thinking there 
are elements here of 
parody. I wonder why 
he spends so much of 

his life dealing with 
topics around which 

he seems to have little 
or no curiosity.



Mind, Nature, and 
the Paranormal 
with Stephen E. 

Braude

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=DkSIdg1EE7Y



Academic 
Establishment 
problems and 
engaging with 

the 
paranormal.

Professor Braude and Dr Mishlove discuss their 
experiences of trying to pursue academic careers 
in and around the paranormal and the often 
irrational and sometimes hysterical reactions 
from their colleagues in academic communities.

One of a number of reasons for this, proposed by 
Braude is that if psi phenomena are accepted 
into the broad academic realm then it could 
bring into doubt  experimental results in all areas 
of research and is perhaps why it is opposed so 
vigorously.

Imagine an environment of limited and 
competitive funding, academic reputation and 
job security alongside scientific results that might 
be influenced by psychokinesis, intentionality 
and ESP. They don’t like it !



Barthes and death
Camera Lucida

• Trying to make sense of 
Barthes and his relationship 
with death.

• He speaks metaphorically of 
the soul but declares he is a 
‘realist’, I assume he does 
not believe in an afterlife.

• Nothing will remain but an 
indifferent Nature.



Lost her soul. 
He seems to 
believe she is 
truly gone but 
still uses the 
word ‘soul’



Death’s harsh 
victory

I nursed her
I never 

converted her



Or does his 
melancholy 
infer the 
possibility of a 
transcendence?



Beneath which 
we see the dead. 
Can we see 
beyond that?



I often dream 
about her but 
its never quite 

her



The winter garden photograph, the 
impossible science of the unique being.



It exists only 
for me
It has a 
‘punctum’



As Sontag said, 
the photograph 
will touch me 
like the rays of a 
star. Does ITC 
add another 
dimension?



Barthes - For me colour is 
an artifice.

This is also a challenge for me, but 
colour illuminates parts of the 
image less visible in black and 
white. Colours could be readily 
altered in Photoshop but I chose 
not to edit my files in PS. 



For Barthes we are 
agents of death.

The poignancy of a 
photograph is 

emphasized by the 
finality of death for 

Barthes.
He has no hope of 

an afterlife it 
seems.



Not outside of 
any 
transcendence. 
Certitude of 
death. But was 
he right?



And is he certain?



Barthes was 
overcome by an 

‘ontological’ desire.

I too need to know 
the nature of the 
ITC image before 

exploring the 
cultural 

implications and 
reflections. It must 

come first.



Visions of the Occult show 
by Victoria Jenkins. Tate 

Britain. 

William Blake, The Night of 
Enitharmon’s Joy (formerly 
called Hecate) c.1795. Ink, 
tempera and watercolour

on paper 43.9 × 58.1. Tate.



Bats appear with 
Blake and my own 

work.



The art of the spiritualists. William Blake. The mythical seems to 
appear in my work also.







Catalogue of Glynn Vivian show, 20/3/21-
13.6.21



William 
Blake



Ithell 
Colquhoun



Victor Hugo



Pia Lindman



Olivia Plender



Olivia Plender



Austin Osman 
Spare



Georgina 
Houghton



Head and 
faces 
emerge from 
other heads 
and faces

S. Fudge



Meditation and 
seeking out altered 

states of 
consciousness 
appear to aid 

psychical 
experiences.



Last summer I 
attended this 
event at Cardiff 
and I realised 
that altered 
states of 
consciousness 
can be achieved 
through 
immersion with 
light and sound 
effects. 



We were invited 
to draw 
representations 
of our 
experiences.



The mind has 
layers and 
different 
methods such as 
meditation, light 
and sound, 
sleep, hypnosis 
and 
hallucinogenic 
drugs allow 
easier access to 
these realms.



Radin presents studies that 
show psychical encounters are 
increased through altered states 
of consciousness and in 
particular the Ganzfeld method



I have introduced 
guided 
meditation and 
Ganzfeld 
elements into my 
recent 
experiments.



The YouTube 
Ganzfeld video 
is played on the 

immersive 
headset with 
white noise.



I try to carry a 
notebook so that I can 

write down 
information or ideas 
that may pop up or I 

might encounter. 





























































Thesis, third 
or first 
person 
perspective?

Rupert Sheldrake, in his book the Science Delusion p.299 argues 
that the academic passive voice only became fashionable in the late 
nineteenth century and gained a foothold in the mid twentieth 
century to dress up or encourage the reader to believe that the 
content was strictly objective, clinical and professional. 

In 2000 he carried out a survey and found that about 42% of 172 UK 
secondary schools promoted the passive style, 45% the active and 
13% had no preference. 

The President of the Royal Society, Lord May, upon reading these 
results commented that as far as he was concerned, the use of the 
passive voice in a paper is the ‘hallmark of second-rate work’.



Academic 
dogma

I sense that when I try to write in a passive voice, it seems 
insincere and false. When describing personal actions, I would 
rather use the active voice as it feels more genuine and 
readable.

I have not heard or read a cogent argument in favour of using 
the passive voice, other than it is expected or preferred. 

Some of my subject matter is deeply personal. Also, when I 
embarked upon my academic pathway in 2019, I was 
encouraged to push at the boundaries of convention and on this 
occasion, I am doing that, but not because I wish to appear 
radical or confrontational but that it makes sense to me.
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