CPS accused of failing domestic violence victims after woman loses eye in attack 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/jan/27/cps-accused-of-failing-domestic-violence-victims-after-woman-loses-eye-in-attack
Prosecutors decided not to charge Akorede Odutayo’s partner until police appealed – one in a string of such cases, officers say
A woman who was left permanently blind in one eye by her violent fiance has criticised the Crown Prosecution Service after her case was initially dropped despite “overwhelming evidence” of the cause of her injuries.
Akorede Odutayo sustained life-changing injuries after being punched repeatedly in the face by her partner when she got icing on his clothes after presenting him with a birthday cake.
Police from the London borough that worked on the case say it is just one in a string of domestic abuse offences they had to appeal against to get through the courts after the CPS initially declined to press charges.
Ibrahim Akanbi was found guilty of grievous bodily harm last month at Woolwich crown court in London and was sentenced to three years in prison.
He would have escaped a conviction had police not appealed against a decision by the CPS last March to take no further action in the case.
Now Odutayo, 23, who has a two-year-old son with Akanbi, has decided to speak out because she is worried other victims are not getting the justice they deserve. She said: “I feel I was completely failed by the CPS. If the police hadn’t appealed he could have got away with it despite the blatant evidence.”
Odutayo said she had endured a “painful waiting game” to see her former partner brought to justice after the attack on 11 January 2015, Akanbi’s birthday.
The couple were packing for a holiday Odutayo had booked as a surprise when a row erupted after she put icing pieces from his birthday cake in his cupboard as a keepsake.
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Becky Morgan: Man jailed for not helping drowning teenager 26 January 2017
The body of 17-year-old Becky Morgan from Ramsgate was recovered after two hours in the water 
A man has been jailed for killing a 17-year-old woman by not helping her when she fell into the sea.
Becky Morgan fell in the water at the Port of Ramsgate on 1 May after a party. Michael Bowditch went clubbing after watching her die.
Bowditch, 21, had denied murder but admitted manslaughter by gross negligence.
He was given a five-and-a-half-year prison sentence at Maidstone Crown Court. 
Bowditch, of Prestedge Avenue, Ramsgate, and Miss Morgan had met at a birthday party before going to the harbour arm in Ramsgate, the court heard.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-38753000
Donald Trump says he believes waterboarding works
26 January 2017

Donald Trump tells ABC News that "waterboarding works"
US President Donald Trump has said he believes waterboarding works, stating "we have to fight fire with fire".
Mr Trump said that while radical groups beheaded people in the Middle East "we're not playing on an even field".
But Mr Trump also said he would consult Defence Secretary James Mattis and CIA director Mike Pompeo and "if they don't want to do it that's fine".
They have both indicated opposition to reintroducing the interrogation method, widely considered a form of torture.
US House of Representatives Speaker Paul Ryan, questioned on the waterboarding remarks at a news conference on Thursday, reiterated that torture was illegal.
Former CIA director Leon Panetta told the BBC it would be a "serious mistake to take a backward step" on torture.
[NB problem re: utility of evidence extracted]
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-38729364
Trump's order on abortion policy: What does it mean?
24 January 2017
US President Donald Trump signing the abortion-related order in the Oval Office 
A group of men standing around a desk: it is not the typical image that goes viral online. 
The photograph in question was taken on US President Donald Trump's first day in the Oval Office on Monday, when he signed a ban on federal money going to international groups that perform or provide information on abortions.
"Men making decisions about women's bodies" was a much-repeated phrase on Twitter, as it was shared hundreds of thousands of times, including by author JK Rowling.
Is this a step towards banning abortion in the US? 
Not in itself. This particular executive order is relevant outside of US borders.
The policy requires non-governmental organisations receiving federal funding to agree to "neither perform nor actively promote abortion as a method of family planning in other nations".
This particularly worries women's rights campaigners in developing countries, where funds or facilities are already limited. 
[image: Anti-abortion activists at a rally outside the Supreme Court in Washington last year]Image copyright AFP Image caption Anti-abortion activists at a rally outside the Supreme Court in Washington last year 
Although this policy does not directly affect services in the US, Mr Trump has said he supports an abortion ban at home.
His signing of this order as one of his first executive actions indicates he still sees the issue as a priority.
Is President Trump the first to introduce a ban on foreign funding?
Republicans and Democrats have been involved in a political tug-of-war over the issue for decades
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Claims over disabled babies cost NHS £70m
The NHS has paid £70m to parents of disabled babies who say they would have had abortions had they known of the abnormalities earlier.
The bulk of the payouts were to parents who claimed that antenatal screening failed to warn them of the risk that their baby would be born with a disability. The parents argued that had they known their child had a high chance of being born disabled, they would have undergone a termination.
The payments for what is legally termed “wrongful birth” were made by the NHS Litigation Authority over the past five years and were revealed to The Sunday Times last week.
[Wrongful life means that the child sues the mother or other people for being born.
In the USA the State of California a wrongful life action has been permitted; most other jurisdictions, including New York, England and Wales, Ontario,  and Australia, have refused to allow the wrongful life cause of action. 
 Wrongful birth means the mother sues other people for being burdened with a disabled child something she could have avoided. In essence wrongful birth suits are genetic or prenatal malpractice suits tort cases].
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/nhs-70m-bill-for-disabled-babies-fpmbrdtkr 
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/10/israel-army-expanding-illegal-settlements-161012071618171.html   settlements
Rights group cites abuses of power by Israel's Civilian Security Coordinators in the occupied West Bank.
Emily Mulder26 Dec 2016 07:06 GMT 
[image: Whenever Yesh Din has attempted to file complaints against CSC offences, the army 'always pushes away' from holding the guard accountable [Emily Mulder/Al Jazeera]]Whenever Yesh Din has attempted to file complaints against CSC offences, the army 'always pushes away' from holding the guard accountable [Emily Mulder/Al Jazeera]
READ MORE: Israeli guard: 'Go from this land or I will kill you' 
Bethlehem, occupied West Bank - Abuses of power committed by Israel's Civilian Security Coordinators (CSCs), civilian guards of the illegal settlements, continue to contribute to settlement expansion into Palestinian-owned land across the occupied West Bank, according to an Israeli rights group.
In following the behaviour of the CSC guards over a decade, rights group Yesh Din has come across reports of guards doling out death threats and chasing Palestinian farmers from their fields at gunpoint to prevent them from harvesting, among other violations. 
"When these [violations] are done systematically over the years, Palestinian farmers understand that it's not useful to come to their own land located near what used to be settlement outskirts," said Eyal Hareuveni, a researcher at Yesh Din. "And when done repeatedly again and again for a few years, the Palestinian gives up."
The "unused" space is then allocated for settlement expansion, according to Yesh Din lawyer Michal Pasovsky.
"The minute these borders of the CSC [guarding zone] extend beyond municipality borders and Palestinians are afraid to go to their land, that gives the settlers an opportunity to build there," Pasovsky said.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-33290341
US Supreme Court rules gay marriage is legal nationwide
· 27 June 2015
· From the section US & Canada

The morning gay marriage came to the US The US Supreme Court has ruled that same-sex marriage is a legal right across the United States.
It means the 14 states with bans on same-sex marriage will no longer be able to enforce them. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/gay-panic-defence-bill-introduced-to-queensland-parliament-20161130-gt13xa.html 
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Transgender woman denied contact with her ultra-Orthodox Jewish children 
Judge reaches decision with ‘real regret’ on basis her five children would be ostracised by their religious community
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/jan/30/transgender-woman-denied-direct-access-to-ultra-orthodox-jewish-children
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Judge says Jewish father 'unwise' to take children to museum because they could learn about evolution
Exclusive: Mother also criticised in complex custody battle that highlights the difficulties for courts when assessing child welfare in deeply religious communities
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/family-court-jewish-father-unwise-evolution-satmar-orthodox-a7451751.html 
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Russia lower house passes domestic violence decriminalization bill
Friday 27 January 2017 at 3:30 PM ET by Erik Slobe
[image: ]
©  WikiMedia (Alex Rave)
[JURIST] The State Duma [official website], Russia's lower house of the Federal Assembly, gave final approval to a bill [text, in Russian] Friday that decriminalizes [BBC article] "assaults that inflict physical pain but do not cause bodily injury that threatens the victim's health." If the bill passes the upper house and is approved by President Vladimir Putin, it would decrease the penalty for first offenders from two years in jail to 30,000 rubles (USD $500) and up to 15 days detention or up to 120 hours community service. The bill passed with a vote [vote results] of 380-3, with 67 not voting. It is estimated [CNN article] that 36,000 women are beaten daily by their husbands in Russia, and 12,000 women die yearly due to domestic violence.
http://www.jurist.org/paperchase/2017/01/russia-lower-house-passes-domestic-violence-decriminalization-bill.php 
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Panel clears Dutch doctor who asked family to hold patient down as she carried out euthanasia procedure
A Dutch woman doctor who asked an elderly patient's family to hold her down while she administered a fatal drug dose has been cleared under Holland's euthanasia laws
Details of the case emerged as the Dutch consider changes in the law which would give  anyone over 75 the right to assisted suicide 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/01/28/panel-clears-dutch-doctor-asked-family-hold-patient-carried/ 
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