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‘Choose either ‘the beach or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’

The main focus throughout this assignment will be how using different locations for educational visits can support a child’s learning. These locations can become learning environments, as they give the children a chance to develop their prior knowledge, current understanding and skill sets. The term learning environment, according to The Glossary of Education Reform (2013), refers to both the direct and indirect influences and their effects on the locations, contexts and cultures that children learn, this could be both inside the classroom and outdoor areas. This definition shows that the use of an educational visit can allow the children to learn new information without it being forced. An environment, which can be referred to as an educational visit, is a beneficial way to evaluate the children’s knowledge without given them a test which is effective as it allows the children to still be assessed against their learning objectives without the stress of a pass or fail mark on the tests. 

The National Botanical Garden of Wales has been chosen as the place for the educational visit for the year 5 children as it has open spaces which will allow the children to guide their own learning with minimal adult support (a breakdown of the day plan can be found in Appendix One). Also, this environment will be intrigued the children as it has many hidden areas which the children will be allowed to explore in order to complete the activities that they are given. Another reason for taking the children to the National Botanic Garden of Wales is that, according to Ofsted (2008; pg 6), ‘Learning outside the classroom can also help to combat under- achievement.’ The National Botanic Garden of Wales would encourage the children to take part in the activities in the woodlands area to allow them to explore the outside world. It also allows the children to experience the things they are learning in a real-life scenario, which is beneficial due to the children being able to learn through doing things. This is supported by Piaget (2018) as he states that children are “active learners” and learn best through play/ hands on activities.

Going on an educational visit to the National Botanic Garden of Wales would benefit the children’s learning as it would allow for them to create their own memories and experiences to relate to the topic/ theme. This is shown through Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological System Theory (Psychology Notes HQ, 2013) as he believes that different parts of the environment affect the child in different ways. For example, what a child can learn in the classroom is limited in comparison to what they can learn outside. These inside the classroom limitations disappear when you take the children outside as it allows for a more engaged way of learning through hands on activities. However, it is more beneficial if the children have already learned the topic before the outdoors experience as, according to Bruce (Pound, 2014), children don’t just learn through play, they use play to develop and practise the skills that they already know. The use of this educational visit will also allow the children to continue to develop their physical, cognitive, emotional and social skills.

Before the educational visit, there are a number of tasks that need to be completed in order to ensure a positive and successful trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales (a list of pre-trip tasks can be found in Appendix Two and Three). One of the tasks which should be completed before the trip is to give the children the opportunity to reflect on their previous knowledge to prepare for the trip as well as introducing the groups (as shown in Appendix Four). This will allow the children to get to know who they will be paired with and it will allow them to find out which parts of the topics they might need to focus on more. The children should also be briefly introduced to their group leader as it will allow them to feel more comfortable around them. Another aspect to consider before the educational visit is which members of staff/ parents will be accompanying the trip as the OEAP (2012; pg 1) states that the teachers and accompanying adults need ‘the confidence and competence to both teach and supervise groups safely in the chosen terrain.’
Another key factor to consider before the educational visit is ensuring that a pre-visit has been made in order to ensure a full risk assessment is taken place. These risk assessments should be done thoroughly as it ensures the safety of the children and other members of staff. It also ensures that the teacher understands the potential hazards and is aware of how to reduce/ control the risks (Weekes, 2017). An example of a risk for the National Botanic Garden of Wales is the uneven ground. Although this is not an extreme risk, it is still a hazard as anybody could trip and be injured. To reduce the injury rate, the teacher would have to warn all members of staff and all children as it will ensure that they are being cautious of where they are walking. If there were any overly significant roots or sticks on the ground then the further action required would be for the teacher to point out the hazard (a full risk assessment for this trip can be found in Appendix Five and Six). 
As well as the risk assessments, a pre-visit must be made by the teacher as it gives them the chance to check out the area in which the children will be working. It also allows the teacher to ensure a successful Plan B has been made in case of any extreme weather. For the educational visit to the National Botanic Garden of Wales, the Plan B is to use the gazebos or the classrooms in case of any extreme weathers. In case of any illness, the teacher will be carrying a first aid kit and there will be a sick bucket with spare clothes inside. The Plan B also includes the best way to handle any medical emergencies, for example, if a child goes into anaphylactic shock then there would be a designated teacher to deal with it while the other adults remove the remaining children from the scene. 
Another element to consider before going on the trip is the consent forms for the children to take home. This consent form would allow the teacher to check any allergies of the children and to confirm all of the details of the trip with the parents/ carers (a copy of the consent form can be found in Appendix Seven). The benefits of having these consent forms to hand would be that the teacher would have constant access to the children’s allergy list and their emergency contact details.
As a part of the children’s educational visit, the children will be given the opportunity to develop their prior knowledge in History. The lesson planned will allow the children to take on the role of an Apothecary from the 19th Century. The children will be asked to pretend that they are Apothecaries and they must make some of the herbal cures for a few minor diseases. This lesson is beneficial for the children as, according to the National Curriculum for Wales (2015; pg 14), it will encourage the children to develop their knowledge of ‘Wales, Britain and the wider world between 1760 and 1914.’ It will also allow the children to develop their historical skill of knowledge and understanding, given them the opportunity to ‘recognise the characteristic features of the period’ (National Curriculum for Wales, 2015; pg 14). This activity is enhanced when taken to an outdoor environment as it allows the children to develop an idea of what medication was like in the 19th Century as well as developing a sense of survival in the outdoors, as they will have to pick the correct natural items from the pictures given. This is supported by Donaldson (Successful Futures, 2015), as he believes that it is important for children to be able to see how their learning is relevant to the outside world. Donaldson (2015; pg 67) also states that ‘visits and visitors can help to bring abstract learning to life.’ 
Another task which will be set up for the children will be an experience which would allow the children to develop their Scientific knowledge of habitats and adaptations. This activity will allow the children to look at the creatures which are in the lake at the National Botanic Garden of Wales. Additionally, it will allow the children to look at the habitat that the creatures live in and allow the children to compare the characteristics of the creatures with animals that they have seen before. The children will also be able to understand why the animals had to adapt in the ways that they have. This lesson will be beneficial for the children as it will ‘give the children the opportunity to study, through fieldwork, the plants and animals found in two contrasting local environments’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Science, 2015; pg 12). This activity will be compared with the children’s prior knowledge from the previous trip to the beach and to the woodlands.  Letting the children explore the lake as a habitat with a net would allow them to experience the differences in habitats and animal adaptations first hand, encouraging the children to explore the environment. This is encouraged by Froebel as he wanted to encourage ‘the creation of educational environments that involved practical work and the direct use of materials’ (Smith, 1997).
On this educational visit, the children will be given the experience of developing their knowledge of the artist skillset. In this lesson, the children will be asked to make an artistic piece using the natural resources that they find in the environment of the National Botanic Garden of Wales. This will be beneficial for the children as it will give them the chance to explore using different textures (National Curriculum for Wales, Art and Design, 2015). Doing this activity in the outdoors will allow the children to take more risks, as supported Roald Dahl, who said ‘The more risks you allow children to take, the better they learn to take care of themselves’ (Independent School Parent, 2019). The children will then take a picture of their artwork to reflect on when they get back to the classroom.  where they will ‘evaluate the methods and results of their own work and that of their fellow pupils through: discussion, reading, writing, reflection’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Art and Design, 2015; pg 12).
Another activity that the children will be completing while on the educational visit is a Maths task. In this activity, the group of children will be given one or two iPads and will be given a QR code as their first clue. This clue would be Maths based and they would have to find the place the clue talks about and take a picture of at least one member of the group in the picture and they will have to, somehow, communicate the answer. For example, they could show the answer using sticks, leaves, chalk or their bodies. This activity will be beneficial at it will allow the children to ‘use mental strategies to recall multiplication tables for 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 and use to solve division problems’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Maths, 2015; pg 3). The benefits of completing this activity in the outdoors rather than in the classroom are that the children will have a more memorable experience of their timetables. According to Dillon et al (2005), educational visits and outdoor learning have more benefits then just developing the children’s knowledge. They also found that teachers reported that the use of an informal, outdoor environment allowed for the children to interact with the teachers, this break from the normal relationship between teachers and pupil was reported as a beneficial on both parts (Dillon et al, 2005).

After the trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales, the information gathered will be evaluated as a class and then the children will use their new information to develop each other’s knowledge and provide new evidence for their findings (the breakdown for this week can be found in Appendix Nine). An example of this is getting the children to share their pictures/ videos with each other. The use of reflection is effective as it develops the children’s emotional intelligence, empathy and compassion (Answers for Health and Social Care). It can also increase a child’s creativity and their own knowledge since it gives the children a chance to re-evaluate their choices and assess the situation (Answers for Health and Social Care). 

Another task for after the trip, will be to get the children to complete small activities to summarise what they had learnt and to allow them to have a clearly knowledge for when they reflect on these topics again. One of the tasks which the children will be completing is to use the information that they have learnt about the lake as a habitat and compare it to the School’s garden, this information can be displayed as a poster or a leaflet. This task would allow the children to reflect on their experience as well as allowing them to ‘study, through fieldwork, the plants and animals found in two contrasting local environments’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Science, 2015; pg 12). 

A task which will be given to the children for after their trip is to get the children to reflect in their Apothecary creations that they made at the National Botanic Garden of Wales and getting them to make a poster to advertise this product in the 19th century. This activity will then be followed by getting the children to discuss the differences between Apothecary medicine and the medicine they have nowadays. This will lead to a debate on if they would prefer to have the 19th century ways of medication or if they prefer the updated medicine in the 21st Century. This correlates with the National Curriculum for Wales as it states that the children ‘should be given opportunities to explore the changes that happened in Wales’ (History, 2015; 14).

Another example of the type of task that the children will complete after their trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales is for the children to be given the chance to ‘evaluate the methods and results of their own work and that of their fellow pupils through: discussion, reading, writing, reflection’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Art and Design, 2015; pg 12). This will be completed in small groups to allow all of the children to see a piece of work and give positive feedback to it. The benefits of the children reflecting on their own and on their peer’s work is that it will help the children with developing their language and communication skills. Along with developing their use of reflection skills, this task would also allow the children to think about what they say before they say it as it might hurt their friend’s feelings as well as allowing them to use the subject specific vocabulary that they had learnt before and during the trip. 


The final task which the children will be given is getting them to share their answers from their maths task at the National Botanic Garden of Wales, they will also be sharing their working out. This lesson would be beneficial for the children as it will allow them to see what other ways you can use to get the same answers. This may result in a child finding a more suitable method for calculating the answers to different equations. For example, some children when using mental strategies use partitioning for addition whereas some children use rounding to get a ‘nice’ number. This lesson allows the children to develop their use of ‘mental strategies to recall multiplication tables’ and helps them to practise identifying ‘multiples of 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10’ (National Curriculum for Wales, Maths, 2015; pg 3). As well as encouraging the children to use a range of methods when calculating, this lesson will be used to encourage them to use subject specific vocabulary, such as multiple and factor, as this will develop the children’s understanding of the terms (National Curriculum for Wales, Maths, 2015; pg 3).

To conclude, the use of an educational visit is very beneficial for the children whether they are in Foundation Phase of Key Stage Two. An educational visit allows children to develop before, during and after the visit. The trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales allows the children to develop on their knowledge of a subject through a practical experience and the influence of the local environment. As well as improving the children’s Cognitive development, the use of an outdoor educational environment also allows the children to develop on their Emotional and Social skills. on their own self-esteem and their relationships with the teachers and other children.
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