Spices in Herodotus

Introduction:
Here are presented the results of the enquiry carried out by Herodotus of Halicarnassus. The purpose is to prevent the traces of human events from being erased by time, and to preserve the fame of the important and remarkable achievements produced by both Greeks and non-Greeks; among the matters covered is, in particular, the cause of the hostilities between Greeks and non-Greeks. (Hdt. 1.1)

Frankincense
[The Arabians] collect frankincense by burning storax, which Phoenicians export to Greece. Gathering frankincense requires the burning of storax resin because every single frankincense-producing tree is guarded by large numbers of tiny, dappled, winged snakes … and only the smoke of burning storax resin drives the away from the trees. (Hdt. 3.107)

Cassia
[The Arabians] wrap their whole bodies and faces, except for their eyes, in oxhide and other leathers, and then go out after cassia. The cassia grows in a shallow lake in and around which roost winged creatures, which most closely resemble bats. These creatures emit a dreadful shriek and are very aggressive. (Hdt. 3.110)

Cinnamon 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The way they get cinnamon is even more extraordinary. … But they say that the sticks which the Phoenicians have taught us to call ‘cinnamon’ are carried by large birds to their nests, which are built of mud plastered on to crags on sheer mountainsides which no man can climb. … They cut up dead oxen and donkeys into very large pieces and take them there; then they dump the joints near the nests and withdraw a safe distance. The birds fly down and carry the pieces of meat back up to their nests—but the joints are too heavy for their nests. The nests break and fall to the ground where the Arabians come to get what they came for. (Hdt. 3.111)

Rock-Rose Resin
The way rock-rose resin ... occurs is even more remarkable. Nothing could smell sweeter than the resin, yet nothing could smell fouler than the place where it is found--the beards of he-goats, where it has stuck like gum from a tree. It is used in many kinds of perfume, and is the most common incense burnt by the Arabians. (Hdt. 3.112)

Exoticism
Arabia is the most southerly inhabited land, and it is the only place in the world which produces frankincense, myrrh, cassia, cinnamon, and rock-rose resin. None of these are easy fort the Arabians to get, except myrrh. (Hdt. 3.107)
Arabia gives of a wonderfully pleasant smell. (Hdt. 3.113)
