[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will go into detail explaining the different law systems that the UK has as well as what they mean, how they work and how they contribute to the UK’s justice system, some of the law systems this essay will be mentioning will include the Common and Civil law systems as well as the history of common law and examples of it working in practise. Common Law as mentioned by the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting (ICLR) ‘is law that has been declared by judges, derived from custom and precedent’ it is a legal system that originated in England and Wales and is based upon the premise of judicial precedent, meaning that courts that bound by the decisions that been made by other higher courts and that legal decisions are made based on the application of past legal decisions on specific cases. Common law in the UK is used in both criminal and civil law cases. In criminal cases, common law principles will be applied to directly guide the court's decision on the defendant and determine whether they are guilty or innocent as well as to develop principles of criminal law that are not specifically addressed by statute law, for example common law has been used to develop principles of self defence, insanity and neccessity that are used in criminal cases. In civil cases, the common law principles will be applied to resolve disputes between both individuals as well as organisations. In common law judges have a significant role in both interpreting and applying the law as they see fit, judges will be in charge of making legal decisions based upon the facts of the case and establishing legal precedents that will guide future decisions unlike the civil law system which is based on a set of comprehensive written laws that govern and dictate legal proceedings. ‘Civil law also known as private law, regulates dispute between private individuals or entities (e.g., companies). It is thus different to cases dealing with matter between individuals and the state, I.e., public law and criminal law.’ European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights. Civil law mainly deals with issues such as contracts, property rights, personal injury claims and family matters. Unlike criminal law cases which are concerned with offences against society, civil law cases are usually disputes between 2 or more private parties, in civil law cases one party will bring a claim against another party, and that will then leave the court responsible to resolve the dispute and determine an appropriate legal remedy for all parties involved.  overall both the criminal and civil law systems are quite different in nature and both seek to reach different end results, while ‘criminal law is designed to prevent offenders from carrying out the same offence more than once and aim for a law abiding society, civil law aims to correct unfair decisions, often by compensating the victims/victims and their main aim is to put the victim back into the same position they were in before they were wronged’ Bell Lamb and Joynson Solicitors (March 2022). Another big difference between the two is the difference in roles and responsibilities that the judges possess as in Criminal law they will usually play a relatively passive role in the proceedings and serve as impartial law decision makers while in civil law they will play a more active role in determining the outcome of a case and have more power and discretion when applying the law and making their final verdict. Another common and obvious difference between the two is the differing punishments that both law systems offer, such as how criminal law may offer penalties including imprisonment, fines and other forms of punishment while in civil law the offenders may face penalties such as monetary damages, injunctions and other forms of relief. Finally, the next biggest contrast between the two legal law systems is their differing requirements regarding the burden of proof during cases such as how in criminal law cases the burden of proof will fall upon the prosecution in order to prove the defendant's guilt beyond any reasonable doubt, while in in civil law cases the burden of proof will fall upon the plaintiff to prove their case by providing a higher quality of evidence that makes their innocence seem more likely than their guilt. Overall, both the criminal and civil law systems have different purposes, involve different parties, require different burdens of proof and offer differing penalties and punishments from each other and serve to fulfil different aims and functions in society. The history of Common Law as outlined by Lewis and Glendon (February 2023) ‘was based upon judicial decisions and embodied in reports of decided cases, that has been administered by the common law courts of England since the Middle Ages,’ judges first gained their powers and responsibilities to interpret and apply the law during the common law period in the 11th-16th centuries which is also when the choice was made to have their past decisions in previous cases  become binding for future cases. During the modern era beginning in the 20th century, the common law system spread to many other countries in other parts of the world, and it is now a widely used legal system used by many and continues to evolve and adapt to this day. Overall, the history of common law is long and complex and is based off the principles and decisions that have been made in the legal system over centuries and while it has gone through significant changes over time, the principle of case law and judicial precedent remains a strong and central feature of the common law system we see today. Some key examples of common law working in practise to this includes case law precedents to guide decision making in legal matters using precedents set from previous similar cases to inform the judge's decision making regarding the outcome of the case, one example of case law precedents having an impact on legal law system and working in practise is the ‘Donoghue v Stevenson dispute which is a famous case in English law which was instrumental in shaping the law of tort and the doctrine of negligence in particular.’ Lawteacher.net (October 2021). Another example of common law working in practise is contract law which is a key part of the common law system and is used to govern a wide range of commercial transactions ‘in practise this means that parties in a contract can rely on established legal precedents to resolve disputes that arise from the contract. for example, the case of Wood v Lucy Duff-Gordon established the principle of implied contractual duties, which has been used in numerous other contract law cases since then.’ Casebriefs.com. The last example of common law working in practise is Criminal law which is designed to make sure that defendants are afforded rights and a fair trial, in practise this means that defendants can defend themselves against criminal charges using legal precedents and principles that have already been established from past cases, an example of this would be the ‘Miranda v Arizona case which established the principle that defendants must be informed of their constitutional rights before that are interrogated by law enforcement.’ Encyclopaedia Britannica (February 2023). Overall, the common law system has been used successfully in many legal contexts and proceedings, and has evolved over time to keep up with the everchanging legal and social norms in society while it has its fair share of both strengths and weaknesses it remains an important part of the legal heritage of many countries around the world.
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