Leanne Crowley 1710847		1
[image: UWTSD Logo]

Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Leanne Crowley

Student University Email: 1710847@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	Module code: HPCA7002

Module title: Researching Contemporary Cosmologies


	Student ID number:

1710847
	Educational support needs:
No

	Assignment title: Compare and contrast the methodologies used in two research papers, discussing the position of the researchers in relation to their fields of research.

Assignment due date: 18.03.2019

	[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]This assignment is for the       1st |_|    2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |X|      5th |_|      6th |_|   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed …Leanne Crowley …………………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box X □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1:
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:







	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)





	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:



Compare the methodologies used in two research papers, discussing the position of the researchers in relation to their fields of research.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word count: 1086

Introduction
This essay will compare the methodologies used in the research paper of Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls’[footnoteRef:1] (Inconsistency) with those of Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary Britain’ (Private) [footnoteRef:2]. It will do so by considering the methodology employed, the perspective of the researched and the academic grounding.  [1:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research, Vol. 10, No. 1 (1978) pp. 82-85]  [2:  T Walter and H Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, Vol. 60, No. 2 (1999), pp 187-197] 

Brink is a social scientist and author who specialises in research into human development. ‘Inconsistency’ was published in Autumn 1978 in the Review of Religious Research which focuses on the sociological aspects of religions.[footnoteRef:3] It is one of his earliest and most concise published pieces. Walter is a sociologist who writes, lectures and consults on death and society and Waterhouse’s background is in religious studies. ‘Private’ was published in Summer 1999 in Sociology of Religion, a publication of original work to advance scholarship in the sociological study of religion.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Review of Religious Research; <https://www.springer.com/social+sciences/sociology/journal/13644> [accessed 3 March 2019] ]  [4:  Sociology of Religion Journal; <https://academic.oup.com/socrel/pages/About> [accessed 3 March 2019]] 


Brink
Brink’s chosen methodology is a questionnaire which Bryman states is a good choice to ‘fill some gaps in his or her knowledge of a community, group ... because the gaps cannot be readily filled by reliance on participant observation or unstructured interviewing alone.’[footnoteRef:5] Brink states the questionnaire was issued in class time and returned. Brink does not explain his choice of methodology but due to the number of participants, this may have been a relevant choice. Given the ethical considerations around school children, this may have also been the only way he could collect information from them as his participants.  [5:  A Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (Routledge, London 2001) p.137] 


York summarises the insider/outsider researcher question; ‘something specific about religion that make the question of whether the researcher is an insider or an outsider fundamentally important’.[footnoteRef:6] Although not stated, it is clear that Brink is an outsider to the research as he is a sociologist with an interest in religion, and not a Catholic school girl which are the focus of his research. He provides no explanation for his choice of audience and no explanation as to why it was girls of school age who were chosen, and not boys for example.  [6:  M York, ‘Insider/Outsider Methodological Problems with the Study of Astrology’. (paper presented at the British Association for the Study of Religion 50th Anniversary Conference, Oxford, England 13-16 September 2004).] 


Brink has not grounded his research within a literature review, failing to establish what Hennick, Hutter and Bailey refer to as the ‘two-way linkage between the design cycle and ethnographic cycle.[footnoteRef:7] He has listed a handful of sociological sources but does not go on to define the terms central to his research and those used within his aim, to establish using questionnaires whether ‘simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, astrology and reincarnation is logically incompatible.’[footnoteRef:8]. Brink is unable to produce a reflexive piece of work because explanation and rationale is lacking, ‘an awareness of the researcher’s role in the practice of research’ is absent.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  T.L. Brink, ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation’, Review of Religious Research, Vol. 10, No. 1 (1978) pp. 82]  [8:  M Hennink, I Hutter and A Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (Sage, London 2011), p. 25]  [9:  K Haynes, “Reflexivity in Qualitative Research” in Qualitative Organisational Research, ed. By G Symon and C Cassell (Sage, California), p. 72] 


Walter & Waterhouse
Walter and Waterhouse have chosen a mixed methods methodology of individual and group interviews, which Bell states is a good approach as ‘the way in which a response is made… can provide information that a written response would conceal.[footnoteRef:10] They clearly explain why they have chosen this methodology and that they have used a small scale study ‘in order to elicit the meaning of reincarnation to those who believe in it’.[footnoteRef:11] They also explain their chosen audience, and why they have excluded certain groups in a bid not to taint their data. They also avoid ethical concerns by conducting group interviews with children, assumedly with parental consent although this is not stated.  [10:  J Bell, Doing Your Research Project (Open Unviersity Press, Buckingham 2002), p. 135]  [11:  T Walter and H Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, Vol. 60, No. 2 (1999), p. 188] 


Dwyer and Buckle state that an insider is ‘sharing the characteristic, role or experience under study’ whereas an outsider has ‘commonality shared by the participants’.[footnoteRef:12] From this we can establish that Walter and Waterhouse are outsiders, but they have the knowledge to conduct their research with a degree of familiarity. Walter, who conducts the interviews, does so in the participants own homes and through this she is able to affirm that they have no other held New Age beliefs, which they wanted to avoid. They state that two thirds of the respondents were women, and as a woman Walter may have been able to make them feel more comfortable than if it was a man visiting their home. [12:  S Dwyer and J.L. Buckle, ‘The Space Between: On Being an Insider-Outsider in Qualitative Research’, International Journal of Qualitative Methods, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2009), p. 55] 


Walter and Waterhouse have grounded their research within the literature review and use this throughout their research and when drawing their conclusions. The two-way design life cycle is established, and this assists them throughout as they draw back on what has gone before. They provide appropriate definitions for the key terms of their research, namely reincarnation, and use this to inform the reader, so that even a layperson can understand their grounding and rationale. They set out to establish if a belief in reincarnation can exist without an attachment to an Eastern or New Age belief and conclude that it can, and does, sit in isolation. 

Conclusion
This essay has compared the methodologies used within Brink and Walter and Waterhouse. It has found that Brink approached his work from an outsider, used questionnaires on participants where ethical considerations were a factor and provided a scant literature review. Walter and Waterhouse also approached their work from an outsider perspective but used a mixed methodology. Walter and Waterhouse produced a well-grounded piece with good explanation whereas Brink was lacking in rationale and grounding. 
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