Lucy Hope

Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
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At the beginning we had to create a piece on the origin of an animal of our choice, Josh and I acted as mad scientists who were half dolphin. Our director said we were a great double act which is why we all then developed the scientist characters (Boffins) in our piece with unique skills. An important aspect I brought to the table was my “Alice in Wonderland” knowledge. Due to a lot of growing and shrinking elements, we ended up using this for our hourglasses, mini ship going across a sea cloth. Some skills I have are playing the flute, singing. I devised many melodies, harmonies and lyrics for songs. I lulled a monster with my flute, wrote a rap and a song which everyone loved, I then ended up being Nelly, doing operatic noises too, after that I changed the rap a bit, Aled did the chorus, backing track and we worked together making it into a song. I wrote a large backstory for Nelly, her cousin was Nessie the Loch Ness Monster and they didn’t get on, pretty much the whole backstory was incorporated into dialogue/character work in the show. We were struggling with the ending of the story which I managed to solve, the time owl was going to be a physical character (hard to transition into) so I suggested that what if we all have the capacity to be a time owl within, it’s not a physical creature, it’s about making more time ourselves. My aim was to make an impact in some way, I may not have been the main heroine character but when visiting Llanmiloe school our stage manager was informed by the head teacher that the children there loved my characters the most. I got a lot of questions about how I made my explosion sounds in many schools and they joined in my songs. It was so fulfilling that my characters managed to bring such joy and captivation from the children that sparked many conversations. The jam sandwich came from my rap about Nelly’s Jam, we drew a map of the island, I put that jam sandwiches grew on trees. As we improvised a lot about lunch being important, we used the jam sandwich for Max’s character, (lesson in being selfless.) In Pembroke Dock school we had a huge audience that would scream with excitement, it was so loud for the lemmings, we couldn’t hear to carry on with lines so it was hard to calm them, we had to raise our voices much louder than usual as there was talking, loads of laughter constantly. Touring’s been a great lesson in time management, keeping schedule, all working together putting the set up and back in the van in short spaces of time, it helped that our stage manager was a good motivator. In spaces smaller than expected, we problem solved quickly adjusting our set to fit the space, behind stage we had very little space so it was mine and Amy’s job to keep all the props neat and accessible, we re-blocked scenes and used instinctiveness to our best ability last minute which worked well. I feel a lot more confident at the end of the process due to this tour.








