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The knowledge and current information surrounding the topic of county lines and the factors affecting why young offenders become involved are limited. Most of this is down to how this particular issue has widely been misreported and down to how more recent/newer it is. Cockbain and Olver (2021) support this view in that they had conducted research amongst a number of professionals from a wide variety of persons involved with young offenders ranging from policing, government and probation etc and asked them questions to do with county lines. The findings of this research highlighted issues and concerns in the following areas of legislation, poor information sharing and insufficient resources (Cockbain & Olver 2021). Gaps in research show that there is a lack of information or any tangible data to either confirm or disprove the above claims. The obvious to this is that county lines primarily involve children as being both the offenders and the victims and therefore by only receiving data from a particular side, makes the data and research valuable in a limited sense. Therefore, the research needed must look at filling the gaps within policing and offender management from a legislative perspective and should aide in identifying the factors that will influence young people to become involved in county lines. This will help bridge a gap in understanding from the ‘victims’ point of view. In turn the information and data gained should provide the groundwork for further research and development in order to better understand and tackle this issue. 

In order to obtain valuable information and data I will be conducting a series of interviews with members of the youth offending service and police officers in areas of high county lines activity, in turn the information from the interviews will prepare me to produce questionnaires to obtain both qualitative and quantitative data. Williams (2007) presents and looks at the following methods of qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods of research, Williams suggests quantitative methods of research are more suitable to test or confirm other data or information and even theories and hypothesis whereas qualitative research methods are better suited for gaining a better understanding regarding a particular concept or idea. This further supports the method of obtaining information through interviews first to gain a better understanding and then using questionnaires and surveys based on qualitative data to then establish patterns and trends regarding the factors influencing them (Goertzen 2017). By using interviews in the first instance, I can obtain first hand data from a primary source rather than secondary data which is already completed and available. The main advantages of this as pointed out by Hug and McNeill (2008) include being in control of the variables and independent controls when conducting the interview/research, it allows for the researcher to adjust and change the methods and tactics to fit and suite the information required by the researcher whereas secondary information although available readily without having to consume valuable time comes at the cost of being able to control the direction of the research. This information is better suited to aid and support findings and research derived from primary sources and methods. Ultimately the chosen method in this particular case will be a mixed one going between sources of qualitative and quantitative methods. Bergmun (2012) supports that mixed methods of research lead way to reduce and nullify some of the disadvantages considered with qualitative and quantitative methods of research as naturally some of the disadvantages are the strengths of the other or opposite method of research.  In order to answer some of the questions in this dissertation I will need to be carful in determining my sample audience and the size I wish to take the research too. The obvious choice would be to approach those children in high school where factors such as social interactions, class, economics, social pressures among others become more prevalent and therefore provide a basis for deducing the factors which are most likely to affect young persons joining county lines gangs or activity. Taherdoost (2018) suggests that in the majority of cases research requires samples of a chosen audience to be taken as time constraints can become problematic and so can the unknown factors/independent variable in the complexity of research. To chose the sample audience contact is to be made with schools for the areas in which gang culture and county lines activity is most prevalent and in turn this will likely yield results wanted from the study however this cannot be an absolute guarantee as with primary sources of information like this the information provided by people cannot be specific or tailored and one cannot guarantee the answers provided in interviews and reliable and truthful. McCombes (2019) identifies four different sampling methods all with different advantages and disadvantages, being the following: Simple random sample, Systematic sample, Stratified sample and Cluster sampling. In this chosen research random sampling at this stage would be the most appropriate method of sampling, this is due to the fact that in all aspects of county lines victimisation the pool of children at risk has in time been widened and can affect any gender or age range including other identifiable characteristics as confirmed by Dorling (2019). By using simple random sampling this will reduce the likelihood of influencing the data through researcher bias however once more information data has been obtained this can expand the avenues towards starting to use perhaps cluster and stratified sampling whereby certain characteristics are grouped together and so the data obtained could be attributed to certain factors and be more targeted. 

When analysing the data collected through interviews, this will be based on understanding and finding what factors are most relevant to the research proposed. All data collected will be thoroughly sorted and read, finding any coloration between interviews, finding if potentially any had interactions with one another, and any differences. Data will be presented in a chart showing similarities, differences while concluding the overall findings. The main source of information to be simplified in the form of charts and graphs to indicate patterns and to further support existing research and findings will primarily come from questionnaires and surveys from the sample audience.

When interviewing any youths for the research, a parental/guardian consent form will be created for an adult to review and consent, depending on their current situation, asking permission for an interview to be conducted asking about their experiences and their feelings throughout the ordeal, all interviews will be kept anonymous to protect anyone involved. While interviewing any professional bodies such as the police, will all have the choice if to stay anonymous or not. At the end of the interviews and all information has been collected, any personal details will be destroyed for data protection laws and holding unnecessary information (Quelle, 2018). 
The disadvantages from these interviews will be the consent forms and whether or not it will be agreed on from the guardians, even with the choice of being anonymous, this can be phased with a difficult challenge for finding enough youths to participate. When collecting the data this could hold a false positive reaction from these youths. Some interviewees could falsely inform about their experiences  within the county lines, which then affecting the final results.
When speaking to professional bodies they can be biased, they may push a certain narrative as they see that as a correct opinion and one that forms the basis in which they deal with such matters involving county lines. The sample itself however small targets the specific demographic being children in high school but does fall problematic when looking at county lines as the term county lines refers to crossing towns and cities in order to deal drugs (Dorling, 2019). The collection of this data will be limited due to the uncomplex nature at this stage of the research, however by providing the basis and a starting structure this will lead to being able to confirm and expand research into the prevailing factors affecting youth offending in conjunction with county lines activity. 
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