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Note Taking

Your notes



Note Taking W

* Thoughts for Note Taking

* Examine your current note-taking system
* Explore different note-taking strategies
* Assess which strategies work best for you in different situations

* Consider the purpose.

* What Do You Write?

* What Are Good Notes?

* Create Notes You Will Use.

Your notes

There are many ways to take notes.

It's helpful to try out different methods and determine which work best for
you in different situations.

Whether you are learning online or in person, the physical act of writing can
help you remember better than just listening or reading.

Research shows that taking notes by hand is more effective than typing on a
laptop.

Consider Your Purpose

Before you start taking notes, identify how you will most likely want to use
them later. Will you need to:

Study for a test?

Provide ideas when you write a paper?

Develop points for pitching your start-up?

Make your notes work for you, by identifying up-front what you need from
them!

What Do You Write?

Students sometimes think they need to write every single thing the professor
said. If this is you, be careful! If you focus on capturing every single detail, you
might be missing the big picture. If you mostly listen during class and don’t
write much down, you need to be careful too—when it comes time to use
your notes, you may find that you don’t have much to work with.

What Are Good Notes?

Although different strategies work for different people, efficient note-taking
strategies share some common features. Good notes:

Include meaningful abbreviations and symbols

Capture both main ideas and important details

May include definitions, an outline, bullet points, diagrams, etc.



There's no one good way to take notes—knowing what works best for you in different situations will make your studying more
effective.

Create Notes You Will Use

Overall, good notes are not necessarily very detailed or very brief—the main thing to remember is that good notes are notes you can
use!
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What makes ‘Good’ notes?

Cornell Notetaking Method
* They are 'useful’ notes.
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Cue Column Notes Column
is more important than what o Pv—
] 5 Inches < nches >
happens during the lecture. ¢ )
* Main Ideas *Main lecture notes here
After the Lecture * Questions that * Use concise sentences

CONNCt paints * Use shorthand symbols

* Diagrams * Use abbreviations
* Study prompts * Use lists
. Sa me day. * Put space between points
B . When? When?
* 10 or 15 minutes review your After class During class
During review
notes.
* Fillin the gaps Summary Column
* Clarify the concepts AR Gl D e o
* Using different colour e

Your notes




Note Taking W

Cornell - a

Cornell Notetaking Method

Cornell -~

Cue Column
. Cue Column
¢ = ¢ T < Cue Column Notes Column

¢ Shin: 6 Inches =
* Main Ideas 1 = ”~
* Questions that Tliatldens ¢

connect points B [ ]
“Diggrainis 2)“:::‘3";;:‘:; * Main Ideas. *Main lecture notes here
« Study prompts FeDlgEruTE * *Questions that * Use concise sentences

1 B *—€onnect points *Use shorthand symbols

When? —SWMBOMPE (Dt + Use abbreviations

After class 1 ' * Study prompts *Use lists

During review Afi’e’r = * Put space between points

During review When? When?
After class During class

During review
Summary Colur I

* For top level, main i Summary Colun
*Use as aquick refer Fof top level, main i

* Use as a quick refer

Summary Column

* For top level, main ideas When? 2
After class
During review

T
Em— * Use as a quick reference area

Your notes




Note Taking

* Main Ideas

* Questions that
connect points

* Diagrams
* Study prompts.
Cu-m
ey When?
Q' after class

< €€ During review

*Di
vt
. Summary Column
“Q Wh - For top level, main ideas When?
@ A +yse as a quick reference area After class
D During review
*Di
*St
Summary Column
Wh - For top level, main ideas When?
A .yseasa quick reference area After class
During review

Summary Column
* For top level, main ideas

* Main lecture notes here
*Use concise sentences
*Use shorthand symbols

* Use abbreviations

= Use lists

* Put space between points

When?
During class

When? 28

* Use as a quick reference area After class

During review

2

Your notes




