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Task 1
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]I have chosen to read the story ‘Tedi Twt ar y fferm’ to my year 2 class. This story fits very well with the theme of ‘The Zoo’ as they have also been doing a lot of activities based on the farm including a trip to Folly Farm. This brought in the curriculum Cymreig as the pupils were given the opportunity to ‘visit, study and appreciate the various landscapes of wales’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003) This book is age appropriate for the year group and there will be opportunities to build on previous learning by learning the animals in Welsh. The resource I have chosen to do is a physical resource as I felt that would benefit them more in their learning than an activity that would require them sitting at a table and will also help them to orally be using more welsh where they will be ‘using the welsh language with access for all’. The learning objective for this lesson will be ‘To learn 3 new farm-related words in welsh’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003). This will be related to the Welsh curriculum through Oracy as they will be experiencing a range of stimuli including:
‘. simple rhymes, nursery rhymes, songs, stories and poetry as they will be singing a welsh farm song as the bag of farm animals is passed around like parcel the parcel.
. stories, both real and imagined as they will be involved in the story and interacting in welsh with questions asked.’ (Welsh Assembly government, 2015)
They will also be building on previous experience and speaking with confidence. 

Task 2 
https://youtu.be/Goahw7a_IrU

Task 3 
I feel very positive about this lesson. The pupils seemed very engaged in the story being told and they especially loved when the bag was passed around like pass the parcel with all the animals inside. The class did get a bit restless at times as they are not used to sitting on the carpet for such long periods of time and I found that because they are not fully confident with the welsh language as it is not spoken much in and around the school they did not really want to engage with the language themselves other than through song. According to (Renaissance International School Saigon, 2017) ‘International studies have shown repeatedly that foreign language learning increases critical thinking skills, creativity, and flexibility of mind in young children. Pupils who learn a foreign language do better on both verbal and maths tests than those that don’t. Learning a foreign language actually increases the density of ‘grey matter’ in the brain and the number of synapses, that interconnect parts of the brain.’ 
They did engage really well with the song on the back of the book in Welsh, which I was not intending on singing as I had another song in mind. However, since they were so excited I did adapt my lesson plan accordingly. Fortunately, the teacher and I agreed that it would be suitable for me to plan a Welsh lesson based on the Farm as that is what the theme for that term was. The pupils were familiar with some words as this is a topic they have been doing for a while now and has been included in to their Welsh drilling sessions. It has been found that activating prior knowledge in children helps them to learn better and The Welsh Assembly Government (2008) states  
 ‘When motivating children to learn, it is of paramount importance
to ensure that the curriculum responds to their needs and interests and builds on prior experiences’
 At the beginning of the lesson I read the story ‘Tedi Twt ar y Fferm’ which most of the pupils did engage with and I tried to make it as interesting as possible. I then asked them questions in Welsh which they could answer in welsh including colours, even though it is not relevant to the farm, as they have previously done colours and they were quite confident. I felt this would get them used to the Welsh language without making them feel uncomfortable and was appropriate for the level of Welsh they were used to. We then moved on to the bag activity where the pupils passed the bad around and chose the animals out of the bag, said what the animal was in Welsh and then placed them in the correct place on the farm mat. I found this got them using the Welsh language more as I got them repeating the animal name in Welsh where they had a photo card of all the animals which would help prompt them as it had been taught to them before and also helped them see the spelling of the word. The use of the resources really helped the learning as it allowed the pupils to be more engaged and more excited about what was going on. In year 2, studies show they learn mainly through visual learning and through song which is what I used. I used singing a lot throughout the lesson as studies have shown that children learn very well through song especially at a young age and British council (2019) stated 
‘that singing together improves children's behaviour. It helps them bond – whatever the song or language. They can express their feelings of joy or excitement, of being scared or proud. Musical activity involves many different parts of the brain, so singing (which involves music and language) helps develop these areas, as neurological studies from the UK, Germany and the US have found.’ 
The bag with the animals allowed them to use their sense of touch before they used their sight which is a different experience for a child and according to The Quality Improvement Agency for Lifelong Learning (2008) gives the pupils a more rich and motivating learning experience. They have also said that ‘Multi- sensory approaches have been particularly valuable in literacy and language learning’.
An example of effective teaching and learning during this session would be the use of repetition as I made sure to repeat myself and also to ‘sandwich’ what I was saying if I did not think they would understand by saying it in Welsh then English and then again in Welsh. The learners did move forward in their learning today as they were listening to and responding to a welsh story read by me and I gave them clear guidance and instructions on how to be successful in the activity that we did as a whole class. I also got them to orally use more Welsh vocabulary as even though this is a topic they were aware of and had previously done before this was through use of reading and writing rather than orally.
I ensured to read the book a few times before the lesson in order to make sure the lesson ran smoothly and effectively as I am not a first language Welsh speaker and it is very important that I set a good standard to the learners. The main issue with the session today was that some of the pupils were not engaged. There are a few pupils in the class with ALN and some of them struggle to sit on the carpet for long periods of time without getting restless. In the future I plan on solving this problem by getting them even more involved in the story and the activity to ensure that they feel included and that learning is taking place. In future lessons the use of ICT could also be used to engage the pupils learning as I found that while I was there that they did become very engaged when technology was being used in the introduction to lessons. The use of ‘morfo’ would be a good tool to use in the future as it would help them to become engaged and would also allow the teacher to become more well rehearsed in what they are saying so that the pupils can hear how the pronounciation sounds and the teacher can ensure that a wide range of vocabulary is used as they can simply read from a script. However, this could also limit them as it is not ensuring that the pupils will be using the language themselves and therefore not moving forward in their learning. 
The possibility to go more in to depth of farm vocabulary is there for the future of language development within the pupils and the opportunity to delve into other areas, for example looking at a wider range of animals e.g. zoo animals and learn the vocabulary for that too. They could also start to form sentences through song by singing Old McDonald in Welsh which will help them start to form sentences. ‘There should
be opportunities for children to build on previous learning, develop the confidence to try new things, express/communicate their feelings, experience success and failure and develop the perseverance to try again. ‘There should be opportunities for children to build on previous learning, develop the confidence to try new things, express/communicate their feelings, experience success and failure and develop the perseverance to try again.’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008).
In the future I am going to ensure that my Welsh language is up to standard as I was fortunate enough to read a book to a Foundation Phase class and I did not feel that my language skills were as good as they should be and if I had to do the same activity to a higher class then I would not feel very confident. The school that I was in was not particularly Welsh speaking which I felt was beneficial for me as I am not a confident Welsh speaker myself. However, this also did not encourage me to learn Welsh and make sure I was speaking it constantly.
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