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Analysis of Results
A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK

Chapter four: Analysis of Results
4.1 Introduction
	In the previous chapter of this study, the objective that was met was to ‘select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place’. A thorough critical review took place in identifying the chosen methods and intended methodology which would be taken in order to obtain the data in relation to this study. As discussed in chapter three, secondary data was considered to be the most suitable in order for such data to be collated. 
	Through this secondary data, this chapter will look to produce, analyse and discuss the data collated. It will endeavour to provide the findings of the overall study following the collection of secondary data and will attempt to analyse the data that has been collected. The purpose of carrying out a non-experimental quantitative study was to ultimately identify if there is relationship between police officers utilising an evidence-based policing approach as a way of identifying crime and its causes in order to help combat it. 
4.2 Aims and Objectives
	The main aim throughout this chapter is to achieve the following objectives:
· To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK.
· To identify how forces use Evidence-based Policing and to evaluate if it is successful.
4.3 Data Analysis
	Data analysis is said to be the “science of examining a set of data to draw conclusions about the information to be able to make decisions or simply to expand the knowledge on various subjects” (What is Data Analysis: Examples, Characteristics & How-to | QuestionPro, 2021). To simplify, data analysis is the method of collecting, cleaning, analysing and transforming information from a vast quantity of data. Such data has been collated to demonstrate if there are any patterns or themes which are consistent throughout, evident or similar to that of a research question in a study (Bryman and Hardy, 2009). The data analysis throughout this chapter will constantly look to address the research title that has been consistent throughout this study which is “A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK”. 
	4.3.1 Method for Analysis
	Due to the data which is being gathered being secondary in nature, it is vital to find a method of analysis that could identify potential themes or similar case studies when examining data available. As the data has been collected through secondary data such as case studies, literature reviews and other sources in the public domain, the method of utilising a qualitative analysis approach will be taken. 
4.4 Ethics
	In complying with the university ethics and the previous ethics evaluation conducted in chapter three, this is an area which has still been at the forefront of analysing data. Throughout the data analysis there are no adverse ethical issues relating to this study and the UWTSD Ethics Form has been completed. It is important however to highlight that due to this study relying on secondary data, it is vital to note that an element of bias is likely to present itself through findings.
4.5 Transcription of Secondary Data
	COP created The National Policing Curriculum which formed the core of all knowledge for police officers at the start of their career right through to the end. Blackstone’s study sets the argument that crime can only be examined by identifying at first if crimes are committed by those who have inherited such actions or do persons commit such crimes as a result of the demographic circumstances. They do however make a valid point which is something that has become evident throughout researching this topic that, reducing crime is a priority that has been around in policing from the start but also a priority that is often neglected. They highlight that crime could see a drastic reduction if detection and imprisoning offenders is stressed upon. They discuss that through the use of scientific approaches like RCT’s, operational policing can change the current practices in place and measure them so see whether they are effective in an EBP approach.
	A case study does raise concerns that EBP initiatives to reduce crime is sometimes limited in the effectiveness as they are being implemented in areas which they are not necessarily needed. It does argue the fact that this could be based upon the information obtained prior to these initiatives being organised, being incorrect in its figures as members of communities do not always report incidents straight and sometimes not at all. On the other hand this could be down to pressure from other colleagues or superior, on what they believe may be best for figures or what has worked previously, when ultimately that may no longer be the case anymore for that specific area.
	However a further case study discusses that there is evidence to suggest EBP is positive in identifying crime, through the use of positive data gathering and implementation of police resources and do discuss several examples which will be highlighted in chapter five.
4.6 Analysis of qualitative data
There is a clear and obvious theme through this study that there is certainly a lack of evidence on whether or not EBP works. There seems to be patterns appearing that EBP does work in combatting low level crimes, through initiatives such as PACT meetings however nothing to suggest that it is beneficial in far more complex cases. 
An additional theme found throughout literature is that of to implement a successful EBP comes back to original problem solving approaches, ensuring that existing crime statistics is correct in the first place. 
4.6.1 How are the force using it?
From the current literature available it does beg the question, are police forces using EBP to their advantage or is it just another tick box exercise in police training? It has been seen that EBP is not always taught nationwide and rather something which is reflected through policies and procedures in house. It has been evident through case studies that to implement the practice of EBP comes with development of knowledge in the policing role itself. 
A further case study suggests that although with the new PEQF policing scheme being integrated into police forces throughout the UK, more can be done in order to introduce EBP into routine policing and should be an essential part of police training
Forces have been seen to implement the use of EBP through RCTs and these have been found to be significant in some cases such as domestic violence cases but the percentage discussed is still very low. 
4.6.2 Which findings were expected? 
The lack of findings for this study were expected from the start. The evidence is very limited however I was surprised to find that EBP is apparent in being effective for low level crimes in specific communities. 
4.7 Does it actually work?
Blackstone’s do state that to see a reduction in crime you do of course need to detect them at an early stage to apprehend the offenders however this allows the question, does it work? They highlight that EBP does contribute to combatting criminality but the clear benefit of preventing them from happening in the first place is key through the use of a problem-orientated approach such as a routine-activity theory. They have evidenced that there is a clear lack of reliable outcomes from EBP initiatives that have taken place within the UK which have had the desired effect on operational policing. 
EBP does work in the sense of educating the members of a certain community on that specific problem of crime, as it can return new ideas or ways of working to help tackle established problems that are ongoing with a chance to weigh up new interventions.
4.7.1 Is there a gap? 
	The police is ever changing in today’s society and as a result, the way in which policing approaches EBP needs to be addressed in order to amend training or practices already in place. Technology is on the up and used in almost every person’s daily life, it is also the best available evidence when it comes to detecting a crime and apprehending an offender. Police forces need to look at whether as an organisation they could become more digital with the way they use EBP. Police forces could conduct reviews from officer’s body worn video footage when attending certain incidents to see how policies and practices work out in the field realistically and to see if this could assist going forward.
4.8 Conclusion
	Through a non-experimental quantitative study, this chapter analysed the data gathered to understand the obvious theme on how evidence-based policing is implement into operational policing by forces. It discussed whether or not this style of policing can be seen to be successful and effective to fighting crime in the UK. 
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