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Part 1
Link to traditional story - Monkey puzzle traditional story .mp4 
Link to digital story - Digital story .MOV


Part 2

According to Cremin et al. (2017) in Early Childhood, a book has the power to captivate children through the various dimensions of storytelling and acting, and it also has the power to enhance their language and literacy skills from an early age. The Department of Education (2024) reiterates this as they state that reading to children and encouraging them to look at the pictures, helps them to understand the words which will lead to them enhancing their language skills and having a broader vocabulary. The DoE also states that story books can help children understand the world around them using language and talking to them throughout the story can help develop their communication skills. 
According to Miller, Pennycuff (2008) throughout school there is a great emphasis placed on children's abilities to read and write, storytelling can improve both those skills, seeing the words in written form will help them begin to recognise the letters and words which will aid their reading and writing skills. As children become more accomplished at reading and writing, they will use those books and words for inspiration to write their own stories, including learning how to structure a story. 
Liu, Reynolds, Soyoff. (2024) highlight how digital technology is now widely used in the early years to support literacy skills and how research has proven that children are becoming more familiar from a young age and this can have a positive influence on their language development. As shown in the second video, digital technologies can be facilitated by adults to help support children’s language and literacy skills as they can enhance the learning experience by interacting throughout the story and use story telling behaviour to make the experience more enjoyable so the children are more likely to become engaged. 
 Moorehead (2024) supports, stating that adults being experienced storytellers and how they read a story can make a difference and enhance the children's enjoyment, how engaged they are and the quality of their learning. Mechelle et al. (2024) also places emphasis on the role of the adult as they focus on Vygotsky’s social development theory which stresses the important of social interaction and language, the theory focuses on the ZPD and the importance of scaffolding which refers to support provided by a more knowledge person or adult. In this case, the reader provides a social interaction as they interact throughout the story, which will help to develop children's language and communication skills. As they are a more experienced storyteller, they can scaffold a child's learning as they are helping them develop their language and literacy skills. 
The three story-telling behaviours that will be focused on are rhyme, repetition, and intonation. In the recordings, both stories that the reader has chosen to have included are rhyming words. Read, Macauley, Furay (2014) examine how rhyme can help children retain words, their findings showed that children are more likely to retain words from a rhymed story and that this combined with the parents story telling behaviour can have a positive impact on the children’s learning and word retention. Cousins, Minns (2024) agree that rhymes can help children to absorb the rhythms and sounds that they are hearing and that rhyme and repetition can help children to develop a love of language which will help them to build a good foundation for language and literacy learning. 
According to Krishnan (2025) Rhyming words help children to make connections between familiar words and it can lead to them developing phonological awareness as when children hear rhyming words, they use the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex part of the brain which helps them remember the familiar sounds in the words they hear, this will make it easier for them to make connections with the letters on a page. Therefore, it will help them when they begin to learn to read and write as it will help with their letter recognition. 
In both recordings, the two stories chosen include repetitive phrases throughout, and both books are written by the same author using similar writing styles, and both are known to be popular with children. Schwab et al. (2019) suggests that repetitive words and phrases can have a positive impact on young children’s vocabulary as by hearing them repeatedly they are more likely to try to imitate those words and phrases which will help their vocabulary grow. 
According to Horst (2013) children start to learn words that they have repeatedly heard in stories as young as infancy and repetition can make stories more enjoyable for children and therefore, make it more likely that they will become more engaged during the story time. Similarly, Hayes (2025) suggests that if the phrases are repetitive, such as in the first recording ‘No,no,no!’ or in the second recording ‘is there room on the broom?’, then the children are more likely to join in and repeat those phrases when the reader does as they anticipate what is going to be said and therefore more likely to be engaged in the story. The reader pauses during the recordings to allow the children to interact during the story and say what they think is going to come next, by doing this they are more likely to remain engaged whilst also enhancing the learning experience. 
The reader speaks with intonation throughout both recordings and according to Schwanenflugel et al. (2022), being a fluent reader requires not only being able to read a book without hesitation, but it also involves speaking with intonation whilst reading such as the rise and fall of the pitch. 
Snow, Balog. (2022) suggests that intonation can develop alongside children’s speech and some aspects of it may begin to develop before speech. However, although some aspects may develop naturally, children will require help to develop it further as there are various aspects of speaking with intonation.  As shown in the recordings, the reader changes pitch to show different emotions such as surprise and panic and places emphasis on specific words and how certain sentences are read can indicate whether they are questions or statements. Therefore, this will not only help children begin to develop those skills, but it will also help them better understand the story that they are listening to as it gives the words more meaning.
According to Reis (2022) pointing to words when reading can encourage children to imitate the behaviour, stating numerous benefits of pointing whilst reading such as if children point when they first start reading it will help them follow the text and not skip words or lines, it helps them begin to match letters to the sounds, pointing to words and pictures will encourage them to look at the pictures for clues if they are unsure of a word. During the first recording using the traditional book, the reader does not point to the words, but they do point to the pictures, pointing to both would have been more effective in developing children's language and literacy skills. In the second recording, the reader does not need to point to the text as the video highlights the words throughout. However, there are times when the reader is out of sync with the words so this could be improved with more practice and being more familiar with the pace of the story. 
In the first recording, the reader uses traditional story telling using a story book and in the second recording the reader reads from a digital story. According to Raheim (2021), digital storytelling can improve teaching methods and be more entertaining, encourage children to be more engaged, and more likely to communicate throughout the story. However, with a traditional story book the reader can go at their own pace as they are not following the pace of the digital storyteller and therefore, stop and start to interact throughout the story. In the second recording, as the reader does not have an interactive whiteboard or remote, it is more difficult to keep stopping and starting the story, especially if they are not as familiar and not so confident with digital story telling. An interactive whiteboard would have also allowed the children to have more opportunity to develop their skills and interact more throughout the story, for the second recording the children could still have been given to do this. However, by doing this the children could have been distracted, which would have affected their engagement and if reading to a large group, it would be more difficult to give every child a turn of being involved. 
Yuksel (2011) supports this as he claims that one of the main barriers for using digital technology for story telling is the adult's ability and confidence with using the technology, if they do not have much experience using it then it will take them time to adjust and therefore, be more time consuming. This was evident during the recordings as the digital story recording took longer to record compared to the traditional story as the reader had more experience with reading from a traditional story book. 
According to the NDNA (2022) Digital Competence Framework (DCF), it is necessary for children to be aware and become confident of using technology in a digital world and children should be given the opportunity to explore and enhance those skills. However, they also note that when it comes to digital media such as tablets and laptops, it is important that screentime is balanced. As stated by Mupalla et al. (2018), there is a growing concern over children having too much screentime and research has shown it can have a negative effect on their development. However, it can also be beneficial to children's development, such as when using electronic books and other applications that can help children learn to read. Therefore, if used correctly and not overused, it is more likely to have a positive as opposed to a detrimental effect on children's language and literacy skills. However, as traditional story telling can also help with language and literacy skills, adults, particularly the older generation, may prefer to stick to the traditional method as it is what they are used to and find it easier to access. 
Most of the sources used to support this paper are from journal articles which are reliable, academic sources and often look take an in depth look, including both positive and negative aspects and therefore give a more objective view and allow the reader to form their own opinion, this is also useful when comparing and contrasting some aspects. There were many sources to support the benefits of storytelling and how beneficial it is for language and literacy skills; there were also numerous sources to support why rhyming is an effective story telling behaviour. However, when researching sources to support the benefit of repetition in stories, there were more sources to support the benefits of reading the same storybook repeatedly as opposed to the benefits of repetitive phrases. When researching the benefits of traditional storytelling, most sources found were discussing traditional stories such as fairytales as opposed to the traditional story telling method. There were also many sources that were more focused on older children and other benefits of storytelling that were not linked to language and literacy and therefore not relevant to the chosen topic. 
 Overall, it was not difficult to find useful, reliable sources to support this paper; it was more difficult to correctly refine the search to keep it relevant to the topic and related to language and literacy in the early years. 
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