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A Note on the Assessment of this Course:

Coursework:	Essay 2,500 words	40%
Bibliographical Exercise (1000 words)	20%
Examination:	(1½ hours)	40% (12% + 28%)

There are six coursework essay questions from which you must select one to answer. There is one question specifically on Sidney’s Defence of Poesy and two on his Astrophil and Stella. There are two questions specifically on Spenser’s The Faerie Queene. Question 4 may be answered with reference to either Astrophil and Stella or The Faerie Queene. Several questions require a good knowledge of the Defence of Poetry, since the course is designed with the thesis in mind that this text presents a set of theoretical ideas about poetry which are relevant to poems by Sidney and by Spenser.
Note: You may formulate your own question if you wish, but such questions must be approved in advance by the module tutor in order to ensure that they are suitably analytical and critical in their approach to the works by Sidney and/or Spenser studied on the course.
 
The bibliographical exercise is on early editions of Milton.
The examination will be divided into two parts:
· In section A, which is worth 12% of the overall module mark, you will be expected to provide a commentary either on a sonnet from Sidney’s Astrophil and Stella or on a passage of prose from one of the prose texts by Milton which you will have studied on the course (You choose between these options). 
· In section B, which is worth 28% of the overall module mark, you will be expected to write an essay in answer to one of five questions. Two of these questions will be on Shakespeare’s King Lear and three will be on works that you have studied by Milton.


Essay Questions

1. To what extent is Sidney’s aim in The Defence of Poesy, to reconcile aesthetic pleasure with ethical virtue, and why?

2. To what extent would it be true to say that Astrophil and Stella is, in the final analysis, more about the lover than the beloved, and more about the reader than the lover?

3. C.S. Lewis in English Literature of the Sixteenth Century argued that ‘the first thing to grasp about the sonnet sequence is that it is not a way of telling a story. It is a form which exists for the sake of prolonged lyrical meditation.’ Discuss narrative in Astrophil and Stella, indicating whether or not you think Lewis’s view is true of Sidney’s sonnet sequence.

4. In his Defence of Poesy, Sidney describes the role of the poet as ‘that fayning notable images of vertues, vices, or what else, with that delightfull teaching’. Assess the relevance of this statement to EITHER Sidney’s Astrophil and Stella, or AT LEAST ONE of the first three BOOKS of Spenser’s The Faerie Queene.

5. The Faerie Queene uses poetic allegory to put an argument in favour of virtue, but it has been remarked that in reading the text we often experience vice as more interesting. In your opinion, why is this so, or if not, why is it not so? You should focus your answer on ONE OR TWO of the first three BOOKS.

6. Some critics of The Faerie Queene have remarked that Book III is more of an ‘anatomy of sexual love’ than an allegory of chastity in any ordinarily expected sense. To what extent do you agree?

