

Telling Tales
Using stories in the classroom












Why story telling is important

· Good stories engage and motivate pupils;
· Pupils enjoy stories and become really involved in them—they become fully involved in the language of the story too;
· Stories help pupils become familiar with language;
· Stories help pupils develop their vocabulary;
· The material in stories can be used as a stimulus for oracy, listening and writing; stories give teacher and pupils something they share to talk about;
· Stories can be used as a stimulus or a “hook” to get children interested and can stimulate cross-curricular work;
· No matter what we are talking about, whether it is about a science experiment or a funny incident, we tend to tell it as a story. Telling a story is a basic skill which underlies all other forms of language, so it is important that pupils are very familiar with it;
· Stories help us to empathize with other people. They are important in our development as human beings.
· Stories give us a window on the world; through stories we can access ideas and bodies of knowledge that we otherwise would not know about;
· As pupils think about stories, they are developing their thinking skills.










Some ideas to think about
‘Stories re-assert a kind of conventional wisdom about what can be expected , even (or especially) what can be expected to go wrong and what might be done to restore or cope with the situation.’
Jerome Bruner ( 2002) Making Stories. Law, Literature, Life. P. 31

Being a character in a story is a dominant  feature of children’s play in the culture. Children fictionalise themselves as they play and they create the world where fiction allows them to explore both the world they know and the one they ‘make-up’.
 Margaret Meek (1991),  On Being Literate  p.109








We more often tell stories to forewarn than to instruct. And because of this, stories are a culture’s coin and currency. For culture is, figuratively, the maker and enforcer of what is expected, but it also, paradoxically, compiles, even slyly treasures, transgressions.
Jerome Bruner ( 2002) Making stories. Law, Literature, Life. P.15
‘Experience which is passed on from mouth to  mouth is the source from which all storytellers have drawn. And among those who have written down the tales, it is the great ones whose written version differs least from the speech of the many nameless storytellers.’
 Walter Benjamin (1936) The Storyteller, 







For we dream in narrative, daydream in narrative, remember, anticipate, hope, despair, believe, doubt, plan, revise, criticise, construct, gossip, learn, hate and love by narrative. In order really to live, we make up stories about ourselves and others, about the personal as well as the social past and future.’
Barbara Hardy, 1977 Narrative as a primary act of mind, In Meek et al. The  Cool Web. The Pattern of Children’s Reading. P. 13

How to tell stories
 
Here is an extensive list, but if you work on a few of these areas your story telling will become far more effective.
Personalization: Tell the pupils how you feel about the story.
Sharing enjoyment: Tell the pupils why you enjoy the story and show them that you enjoy the story.
Scene setting: Talk about what might have happened before the story begins, or the place, or the people.
Body language: Use your body to help you tell the story by explaining the meaning of words through gesture, showing characters’ feelings by changing you posture, and so on.
Facial expression: Look scared, happy, sad in accordance with the story, or express a character’s feelings through expression.
Voice tone and volume: Use an angry voice, or a happy voice and so on: varying the volume to gain attention and add expression and interest.
Changes of pace: The story will dictate this to some extent; if it moves quickly, for instance, you can increase the pace at which you are telling the story.
Vocal expression: This can make a huge difference to children’s understanding of the text, and their enjoyment too. Think about the meaning of each word, or phrase, and how you can convey that meaning.
Anticipation: Make it exciting, think about the way you turn the pages over.
Prediction: Get the pupils to think about what might happen during the next part of the story.
Props: If a particular object is mentioned in a story it may be worth getting hold of a similar object to use as you tell the story.  
Familiarity with the story: You need to have gone through the story before you start reading.
Using illustrations: Good quality children’s books usually have excellent illustrations which help tell the story. Draw pupils’ attention to this because it will help them understand, make the words more memorable and increase their enjoyment of the story.
Sound effects: You can make these yourself and get the children to join in.
Actions: This makes the story more memorable for the children and reinforces the meaning of words.
Ad-libbing: You can add bits to the story, if you wish. Don’t be afraid to change the words either if you think your pupils will find the vocabulary too hard.
Character development: This is worth doing because it’s important that pupils can identify how characters are different and how they develop during a story. The easiest way to develop characters is by using a different voice when the characters are talking.







Choosing Stories
· Tell the stories that you like and enjoy.
 
· Choose stories that will appeal to your pupils. Take time to find out what their interests are.
 
· Good illustration are important. Think about the size of the illustrations too; will pupils be able to see the pictures if they are further away?
 
· For younger children particularly, choose stories that children can join in with, whether by making sound effects or by doing some action. 
 
· It doesn’t matter too much if the level of the language in the story is above the language level of the pupils, stories are a good way of extending pupils’ vocabulary and knowledge of English. You can always modify the language a bit if you think it’s too difficult.

Choose stories that introduce children to different times, places, feelings and ideas. However, the story must grip and enthuse the children.

Stories for the classroom 
English has a huge, rich and varied selection of stories to choose from. In fact, choosing stories is a daunting task. So here is a list of some of the types material you may like to use:
Fairy Stories
There are two main sources of fairy tales; there are those written by Hans Anderson and those written by the Grimm Brothers. 
The Mabinogion
The oldest and most famous Welsh legends.
Tales from 1001 Arabian Nights
The best known of these is Aladdin. 
Traditional Tales / Stories from Around the World
Traditional tales are stories handed down, usually by word of mouth, over years and years. Each country/culture has its own collection of traditional tales, but it is remarkable how similar these stories can be even though they started out in different parts of the world.
Bible Stories
These provide a rich source of and give children the background to many of the festivals we celebrate in Britain. Similarly, stories from other faiths can be used.
Aesop’s Fables
These short stories that generally feature animal characters. They are stories with a moral. They are useful for classroom use as they are quite short. 
Myths & Legends
The most well-known of these are Greek Myths. These are exciting stories that will appeal to older pupils.
Classic Stories
There are many, many longer stories that have been read and loved by generations of children. Here are just a few:
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Treasure Island
Peter Pan
Wind in the Willows
Alice in Wonderland
The House at Pooh Corner
Heidi
Tom Sawyer
Charlotte’s Web
The Railway Children
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe



Modern Stories
There are hundreds of great stories that you can tell or read in the classroom; the list gets longer every day. Keep adding to your own personal repertoire of stories that you can use.

Stories that we are going to look atThe Story of Gwenllian

Rhys and Meinir

The Story of Gelert

The Lady of the Lake


Cantre’r Gwaelod
Gerallt Gymro
Dic
 Penderyn
Owain Glyndwr
The Lady of Ogmore Down
Rebecca’sDaughters
Mary Jones’s Bible
Twm Sion Cati
Lord Rhys ap Gruffudd
The Story of Pwyll

Using stories as a stimulus for cross-curricular work
We are going to look at some stories and think about how they might be used in the classroom. We will bear in mind Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig and the range of historical periods mentioned in the KS2 curriculum document.

[image: ]


“Say something in Welsh!”
Have you ever been in the situation when someone finds out that you speak Welsh and they say, “Say something in Welsh then”, and your mind goes blank and you can’t think of a thing to say?
We can all feel like that from time to time, even in our first language, but if you want to practice speaking a second-language it can be even worse because not only do you have to think of the right words but you also have to think about what you are going to say. This is where stories become useful in the classroom because they provide a great vehicle for teaching a second-language because they provide that all important “something to say”. 

So, when we think about planning to use a story, let’s think about how we can incorporate the use of Welsh.
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