Analysis of results

This research seeks to explore how the 2015 legislation in relation to coercive control has changed police response in Gwent. It is hypothesised that despite the 2015 legislation, coercive control will still be considered as being difficult to identify and prosecute. The research took place in March 2023 via self-report data collected from 16 serving Gwent police officers, (8 ‘females’ and 8 ‘males’) aged between 18-45, with 5 years or less service within the force (93.7% have between 1-5 years of service, with 6.3% having less than 12 months service).

Identifying coercive control 
Participants were asked about their attitudes around identifying coercive control. The two statements asked participants to state their level of agreement towards the ease of identifying coercive control. Response options included ‘strongly agree’, ‘mildly agree’, ‘neither disagree nor agree’, ‘mildly disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’.
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For the questions in this section, the data shows that participants tended to strongly or mildly disagree with the statements posed. For Q4.1 (Fig. 1.), 37.5% strongly disagreed that coercive control is easy to identify, with 12.5% mildly disagreeing with the statement. For Q4.15 (Fig. 2.), 37.5% strongly disagreed that male victims of coercive control are easy to identify, with 37.5% mildly disagreeing with the statement. However, there were gender differences found during data analysis. For Q4.1 (Fig. 1.), 37.5% of females mildly or strongly agreed that coercive control was easy to identify, with only 25% of males mildly agreeing with the statement. For Q4.15 (Fig. 2.), females were more likely than males to disagree with the statement ‘Male victims of coercive control are easy to identify’, with 87.5% of females compared with 52.5% of males mildly or strongly disagreeing with the statement. 

The impact of coercive control legislation

Participants were asked about their attitudes around coercive legislation and its impact on responding to incidents of coercive control. The six statements asked participants to state their level of agreement towards the legislation and how this impacts on response to incidents of coercive control. Response options included ‘strongly agree’, ‘mildly agree’, ‘neither disagree nor agree’, ‘mildly disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’.
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For all questions in this section, the data shows that particpants tended to mildly or strongly agree with the statements, with only one statement, Q4.10 (Fig. 8), where less than 50% of participants mildly or strongly agreed with the statement (37.6%). However, there were gender differences found during data analysis. For Q4.2 (Fig. 3), females at 75% were more likely than males at 50% to either mildly or strongly agree that ‘the coercive control law encourages and allows officers to take positive action more frequently’. Similarly for Q4.3 (Fig. 4), female participants were more likely to strongly agree that ‘the coercive control law allows officers to respond effectively to domestic violence’, with 25% doing so compared to 12.5% of male partcipants. For Q4.5 (Fig. 5), 25% of females choose to strongly agree that ‘the coercive control law helps me to show greater empathy with victims, with no males choosing this option and 62.5% of male participants choosing to mildly agree with the statement. This is similar to Q4.9 (Fig. 7) where 25% of females strongly agreeing that ‘the coercive control law supports officers in being less sceptical of victims accounts’, with no males choosing this option and 50% of male participants choosing to mildly agree with the statement. For Q4.6 (Fig. 6), male participants were more likely to mildly and strongly agree that ‘the coercive control law helps me to understand and appreciate the effects ongoing abuse has on behaviour and lives’, with 62.5% mildly agreeing and 25% strongly agreeing. This is compared to 50% of females mildly agreeing and 12.5% strongly agreeing. 

Training and impact on response 

Participants were asked about their attitudes around whether coercive control training has informed their responses to coercive control incidents. The statement asked participants to state their level of agreement towards how the training impacts on response to incidents of coercive control. Response options included ‘strongly agree’, ‘mildly agree’, ‘neither disagree nor agree’, ‘mildly disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’.
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For this question, Q4.7 (Fig. 9), the majority of participants (62.5%) strongly or mildly agreed that ‘training on coercive control has informed my response to coercive control incidents’. However, males were more likely to mildly disagree with the statement (37.5%) compared to females (25%). Females were more likely to mildly or strongly agree with the statement, with 75% choosing these options in comparison to 50% of males.

Understanding coercive control

Participants were asked about their attitudes around whether greater understanding of coercive control has improved responses to coercive control incidents. The statement asked participants to state their level of agreement towards whether greater understanding of coercive control has improved responses to coercive control incidents. Response options included ‘strongly agree’, ‘mildly agree’, ‘neither disagree nor agree’, ‘mildly disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’.
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For this question, Q4.4 (Fig. 10), the majority of participants (56.3%) strongly or mildly agreed that ‘greater understanding of coercive control has improved response to incidents’. However, males were less likely to mildly or strongly agree with the statement (37.5%) compared to females (75%). Males were also less likely to mildly or strongly disagree with the statement (12.5%) compared to females (25%).

Responding to coercive control in 2023

Participants were asked about their attitudes around responding to coercive control in 2023, 8 years past the introduction of legislation and in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. The five statements asked participants to state their level of agreement towards responding to coercive control in 2023, 8 years past the introduction of legislation and in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. Response options included ‘strongly agree’, ‘mildly agree’, ‘neither disagree nor agree’, ‘mildly disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’.
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Fig. 15
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For all questions in this section, the data shows that particpants tended to mildly or strongly agree with the statements, with only two statements, Q.4.8 (Fig. 13) and Q4.12 (Fig. 15), where less than 50% of participants mildly or strongly agreed with the statement. However, there were gender differences found during data analysis. For Q4.13 (Fig. 11), males (62.5%) were more likely than females (50%) to mildly and strongly agree that ‘Covid 19 had a negative impact on police ability to respond effectively to coercive control’. For Q4.14 (Fig.12), females were more likely to strongly agree with the statement, ‘Raised public awareness of coercive control has resulted in increased incident reporting’, with 62.5% of females doing so, in comparison to 37.5% of males choosing this option. This is similar to Q4.11 (Fig. 14), where 100% of females mildly and strongly agreed that gathering evidence of coercive control is difficult, whereas only 75% of males choose the same responses. For Q4.12 (Fig. 15), females were more likely to strongly and mildly disagree with the statement that ‘Officers are able to use discretion effectively to ensure risk models are applied in an appropriate way in coercive control incidents’, with 50% choosing these options compared with 25% of males. Q4.8 (Fig. 13) has clear gender differences in responses. Females were more likely to choose that they mildly or strongly agreed that a male-dominated police culture influences how officers interpret interpersonal conflict and ongoing abuse, with 87.5% choosing these options, with no male participants agreeing at all with the statement.
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4.9 9 The coercive control law supports officers in being less sceptical of victims’ accounts
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