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AIM(S)

1. To survey the modern history of international humanitarianism and its agencies.
1. To examine current ethical and political issues in the field of humanitarian relief.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of the development of national and international agencies which have delivered humanitarian relief since the founding of the International Committee of the Red Cross in 1863.
1. Demonstrate an awareness of large-scale humanitarian crises involving war refugees, famine, natural disasters and other causes, and the humanitarian response to those crises.
1. Demonstrate an appreciation of current political and economic dilemmas and debates in the humanitarian field.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The module will examine the history of humanitarian conventions governing the conduct of war, the treatment of prisoners of war and displaced civilians. It will consider how these early humanitarian initiatives developed, especially in the late twentieth century, into a UN-led network of specialist humanitarian agencies. The module will include a number of specific in-depth case studies, examining humanitarian interventions as diverse as UNRRA at the end of World War II and the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004. It will consider emergency relief needs in refugee situations worldwide and will also examine the respective roles and specialisms of NGO, civil and military emergency relief teams.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24

	Independent learning
	152
	76

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%









ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	2,000 words 
	50%



Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Presentation 
	10 minutes 
	50%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	50%

	Practical
	50%

	TOTAL
	100%
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