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A reflective essay on my 3-hour singing masterclass lesson

My chosen skill class that I will be writing a reflective essay on is the three-hour singing lesson that was structured as a masterclass. The topics I will be focussing on is my contribution to the class, what I did well and what I can work on for my next singing lesson. In the class we focussed on acting through song and what vocal techniques will benefit us with singing. It was also a masterclass where people got up and sang and our singing tutors Kieffer and Chris were giving feedback, on how to improve with performance and vocal techniques. 
The benefits of vocal technique training are endurance, Vocal health, Vocal control and pitch perfection. Training can help with strenuous singing and hitting those high notes. It helps by finding your ideal pitch, helps you have control over your voice and maintains overall vocal hygiene. Training techniques help us control our breathing and knowing our vocal range. When we’ve done techniques on controlling our breathing, we discover how to take deep breaths from our chest which is called diaphragmic breathing which helps us reduce the strain on our throat. When knowing your vocal range, it will stop us from choosing songs that are out of our vocal range. (Suzy Woltmann, 2023)
Acting through song is very important because it helps us connect and understand the character more. One acting through song technique Chris told me to learn the song as a monologue. Why monologuing is important because as you speak the lyrics you are very aware of the punctuation and normalized capitalization. When learning a song, you forget about the punctuation but through monologuing you remember. You will also be aware of any needs, thoughts and feelings expressed in the lyrics. Practicing the song with the rhythm can change your way of thinking about the song. (Deer and Dal Vera, 2021, p.190) 
I sang Mister Snow from the musical carousel. I really wanted to achieve was the no action in the throat, which I have been working on since starting singing lessons and wanted to show Kieffer I have been practicing. I did achieve this because the audience and my singing tutors could hear there was no strain, no effort and Kieffer could see the throat was open because the performance was engaging throughout. I was praised for sustaining my vibrato and controlling my vibrato throughout. Chris and Kieffer after I sang praised on how well I’ve controlled my vibrato since having singing lessons with them. When feedback was given from Kieffer and Chris, Kieffer said my mixed voice was strong because I changed my vowel placement which made jumping from chest to head voice easier.  Kieffer praised my jaw placement because it was down and back instead of being forward. Chris said that he liked how connected I was with the song, and my emotions were accurate of how the character was feeling, which was love, passion, eager, happy and excited. 
The things I needed to work on was the bell note at the beginning of Mister Snow. A bell note is a note that starts the song, and the pianist waits for the singer to come in. The bell note made me apprehensive of when to come in and because of this it made the beginning note quiet and unsure. I need to learn the lyrics as a monologue for me to understand the text more and to know why the character is saying the words in the song. My tongue placement on high notes was incorrect. Instead of my tongue being forward and high it was low, and the tongue placement was back. Because of the tongue placement was incorrect the high notes sounded flat. To correct this Kieffer told me to sing with my tongue relaxed and the tongue hanging out of the mouth. At the end of the song Mister Snow there’s lots of note jumping. I found it difficult to stay in chest through the note jumps. How we worked on this, Kieffer told me not think or worry too much about the high notes because worrying or thinking about it will make you doubt that you can do it. Working on my cheek muscles and lift them when singing the high notes because it makes you sound brighter and helps you reach the high notes. 
I contributed to the class by listening, taking notes and volunteered myself to sing in front of the class to have feedback from Chris and Kieffer. I listened and took notes about professionalism, acting through song and techniques. I contributed by showing the class what I’ve been working on in my singing lessons with Chris and Kieffer prior to the masterclass. Five people volunteered themselves to sing in front of the class including me to have feedback. We all had different feedback but had similar positive which was anchoring ourselves very well and to improve on was our tongue placement. I took notes on feedback of other people’s singing practices that I could benefit from, what’s right and wrong in sheet music and how to build a character in a song. After I sang Mister Snow Kieffer asked me questions about which singing technique I used to practice this song. I contributed by answering the question by sharing to everyone my techniques that help me sing with an open throat are lip trills and doing scales on a ng sound.
Overall, I have identified my strengths, what I can work on and my contribution for the singing lesson masterclass. It has helped me know that my main strengths are my vibrato, and my mixed voice is strong. The thing I need to work on the most is my tongue placement. The correct tongue placement will help me reach the high notes easier without any effort and strain. I contributed a lot throughout the class by sharing my feedback I had from Chris and Kieffer to the whole class which will hopefully help them with their singing practices.
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