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Benefits of bilingualism and  multlingualism   

Introduction 

According to Grosjean (2021) bilingualism is when a child has the ability to speak two languages in daily life. Bilingualism is widely used within different countries throughout the world. There is an average of around one in three children who are bilingual or multilingual.    
 
In this section the benefits of bilingualism are discussed. According to Carmarthenshire County Council (2024) learning a second language at an early age helps children develop their skills for language as they get older. These children achieve higher in the curriculum and perform better in exams. Children in Welsh medium education achieve just as good, if not better, in English, as children in English medium education (Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (no date). According to Poulin, Dubois, Blaye, and Lecocq (2016) children that are bilingual learn two languages without any difficulties, but it is unknown how infants acquire these skills. Infants around the age of seven months raised with two languages from when they are born show improved cognitive control skills compared to matched monolinguals. 

Codeswitching

Codeswitching is merging two or more languages together, this is a strategy that emphasizes using both languages thus supporting the child in their language development (Queen Mary University of London, 2022). Codeswitching creates and supports children to bond with speech communities. According to Seed (2023), a Welsh learner can use code switch if they do not know a word in Welsh and so use their home language instead. It is also used when the child says a phrase that is better explained in their own language. It has been encouraged in the past because it was believed it would help the child get better at learning their second language. The disadvantage of code switching is that it may cause difficulties for a child with learning needs because of getting mixed-up between two languages (Seed, 2023). Jerome Bruner’s theory of scaffolding (Mcleod, 2024) could be seen to link to codeswitching because it builds on existing knowledge and incorporates new ideas.

Welsh as an additional language

According to the Welsh Government (2014), Welsh additional language (WAL) children are those using a home language which is neither English nor Welsh but are going to attend a Welsh medium school. For these children, there are requirements to help with accessing the curriculum via the medium of Welsh. Welsh medium education can help support them throughout their life because being able to speak Welsh will enlarge the child's cultural understanding and historical knowledge of Welsh. According to the Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2023) the difficulties facing Welsh additional language students are the challenges facing the local authority because of the lack of professional skilled staff with Welsh language skills to promote the language and share resources.   


English as an additional language

The Department for Education (2024) state that English as an additional language (EAL) is when children learn English in addition to their home language. These children come from a different range of backgrounds and will be fluent in one or more languages other than English. Research has shown that using at least two languages will improve academic performance throughout life (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2024). It is important for children who are bilingual and multilingual to be assisted in all languages. Children will begin to speak English and other languages they are learning in various ways. Children will copy what they hear around them from the beginning and so they will begin to copy words and phrases and will repeat them and so their second language will develop over a period of time. 
According to the Department for Education (2024) there are a few children that could go through a silent period for about six months when learning English. However, they will still be listening to other children and adults in their surroundings and when their confidence has developed, they will begin to speak more often. According to Treadaway (2017) the disadvantages of English as an additional language are that children might have difficulty understanding the language. This situation can be very challenging when it comes to communicating with other children and adults. English is not a phonetic language which means that a word is not spelled the way it is said which can be very challenging. According to Akpan (2020) Skinner and Pavlov’s theory of Behaviorism and Operant Conditioning, is where the idea of rewards and punishments can be used to change the child’s behavior. Therefore, rewarding a child helps them learn more and is linked to learning English as an additional language, especially when a star reward system is used.


 Brain Development

Beal (2011) outlines that within the brain there are four lobes. The frontal lobe is important for voluntary movement and expressive language and also for managing higher levels of executive functions. The temporal lobe manages emotions, processing information from senses, storing and retrieving memories and understanding language. The parietal lobe processes the sense of touch and assembles input from other senses into a form that can be used. The occipital lobe does visuospatial processing, it uses colour determination and recognises objects and faces. Children with a stutter have little grey matter in the left frontal lobe. Siahaan (2022) explains that Eric Lenneberg’s theory of second language acquisition takes place between the age of two until puberty. Kuipers and Thierry (2015) state that bilingual children and adults have shown they have an advantage with better control over decision making to those children that are not bilingual. This has been researched in babies from the age of seven months old. According to Lasnik and Lohndal (2017) Noam Chomsky’s theory of language acquisition states that a person's brain is structured naturally which allows capacity to learn and use language which links to brain development. It is thought that people are born with an inherent information of structures that establishes all languages and this is the idea of Universal Grammar. 

Divergent thinking

According to Hoffman and Russ (2012) pretend play encourages the processes and abilities of divergent thinking. When children gather in a team and carry out pretend activities this allows them to support others and generate a variety of ideas about any problems that may lie ahead. Hoffman and Russ (2012) also say that cognitive development in play incorporates divergent thinking that can encourage both conventional and original thinking. Promoting divergent thinking encourages the potential for creative thinking and problem solving. 

Framework

According to the Curriculum for Wales (2015) bilingual schools and services should assist children to develop bilingually in Welsh and English and continue to input and develop of the child home language. It is important that the educational program of the Language, Literacy and Communication Skills Area of Learning is followed through. Throughout the Foundation Phase, children will learn to speak and use Welsh and develop skills by listening, reading and enjoying stimulating indoor or outdoor activities to further their knowledge and confidence. The Welsh Language Act (1993) states the Welsh language will be used equally with the English language throughout Wales. According to Carmarthenshire County Council (2024) they have links to numerous bilingualism pre-school services such as Cylchoedd Meithrin Nursery Groups where the Foundation Phase is taught through a playgroup through the medium of Welsh, thus promoting educational development from two years of age to school age.  

A Summary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

As stated within UNICEF United Kingdom (no date) article 13, all children should have freedom of expression and the right to express their ideas and judgments and also be allowed to have access to other views and ideas as long as it is within the law. Article 28 regarding the Right to Education states that all children have the right to be educated, and that primary education should be provided free for everybody and secondary education made available to all. The schools have to respect the dignity of the child's rights and wealthy countries have to support less wealthier countries to accomplish this. 


Reflection/ Conclusion 

Within my video I have demonstrated bilingualism by using Welsh and English language and codeswitching between the two languages. I used numbers and colours repeatedly, this is aimed at children of two years of age. I have followed through with Skinner and Pavlov’s theory for shaping the child's speech over a period of time. I have repeated the numbers with a song to support development and to implement scaffolding. I have promoted Welsh culture by using flash cards with the dragon on. According to Newman (2018) Vygotsky’s theory states that children learn from the more knowledgeable others and through the zone of proximal development. This is seen within the video.    

Activity Video 
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