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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Patric Rogers

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922408

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

What is the extent of Domestic Violence Related Crime in the Cardiff Area and is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle this?



INTRODUCTION:

My project will comprise of an 8000-word research paper.


Domestic Violence also known as domestic abuse is described by the United Nations (2022) as a pattern of behaviour to gain control over an intimate partner and abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or actions that influence another person. However, in UK law, domestic abuse is described as being any incident of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between persons over the age of 16 that are or have been intimate partners or are immediate family members and it doesn’t matter of gender or sexuality (South Wales Police, 2022).  

I have chosen this topic to discuss as Domestic Violence related Crime are shown to be on the increase in recent years. With the latest review on Domestic Violence being published in November 2021 showing a rise in police recording figures in England and Wales by 6% on the previous year (Office for National Statistics, 2021). In addition to this, in my role as constable, I also deal with a high level of domestic abuse cases which make up a majority of my workload and personally believe I have seen this rise in cases since I have been in the role. I believe the large amount of experience I have dealing with DV related incidents will put me in good stead to deliver a well-informed project in this subject area. 

In my research to date, I have also found an anomaly in statistics data which shows a decrease of CPS charging on DV crimes in the third successive year with charging at 70% in March 2021 down from 76% in March 2018 (Office for National Statistics, 2021). I find this odd as all other data suggests that DV incidents are on the rise with demand on domestic abuse helplines being up, and police recording of DV incidents also on the rise (Office for National Statistics, 2021). This question makes for a good discussion point and will grant me access to plenty of statistic data. Due to this anomaly in the data which I have described above, I would like to find a deeper understanding of why the CPS is charging less for DV cases and if the data which is shown is an accurate representation of what’s happening with domestic abuse cases. 

I will keep the research of DV Crime focussed on the Cardiff Area as this will allow me to make best use of research surveys through the police and it will be of more interest to me as I am an officer based within the Cardiff area and will be for the remainder of my project.

Whilst the national statistics data is currently a little outdated with the national statistics review being of the year 2020 and report being released in 2021, I will be awaiting a new release of data on the 25th of November 2022 which will give me the most up to date information on the national statistics ending in March 2022 which I will be able to add into my ongoing project (Gov.uk, 2022).


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· How frequent is Domestic Violence related Crime in the Cardiff Area?
· I aim to answer this question by use surveys of South Wales Police employees and surveys of employees of domestic abuse charities such as RISE. I will also compile this national statistics. 
· Is Domestic Violence related crime in the Cardiff Area more prevalent compared to other South Wales Police areas?
· I aim to answer this question by looking at data that already exists on the internet and surveys of police and charities.
· What is the correlation between the decrease in CPS charging of Domestic Violence cases and apparent increase of Domestic Violence incidents?
· I aim to answer this question by conducting surveys of CPS employees and using recourses that already exist through the internet such as statistics reports. 
· Is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle Domestic Violence Crime?
· I aim to answer this question by conducting surveys of CPS employees and using recourses that already exist through the internet such as statistics reports. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The key literature I will be using as part of my research will be government reports from the Office of National Statistics, Gov.uk, Crown Prosecution Service, Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, South Wales Police, and HMICFRS.I will also be utilizing research from a number of Journals. I will also be utilizing news articles around the subject area.

From the research I have made regarding this topic area, I have seen little discussion as to whether the CPS is taking enough action regarding Domestic Violence and also little information regarding the extent of domestic violence crime secluded to the Cardiff Area. 

As I have already highlighted above, in my role as constable currently, a large proportion of my workload is DV related and I aim to draw on the experience I have already in this topic and include it in my project. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be utilizing the use of online surveys to gain data. I will send attempt to gain data from Police employees in the Cardiff area, employees of RISE (Woman’s Aid Cardiff) and possibly CPS employees if I find a feasible way to do so.

I have considered conducting interviews as part of my research but don’t believe this a feasible to do so with time constraints of the project and preparation it will take.

Conducting surveys will be suited to my research as it will be easy to set up and allow me to gather a wide range of data. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Samples that I have chosen to take part in my research will conclude of Police employees and specialists from charities that deal with DV and CPS. These are the people that will be easiest to reach with my questionnaires and people that know most about the areas that I am asking them to answer questions about.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have not been able to identify any ethical issues regarding the research I will be conducting.


	TIME SCALE:

I aim to complete all survey work by the end of December 2022 which will allow me enough time to analyse the results and compile them into my project paper. 
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