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4,000 word project and presentation:   
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	NAME: Patrick Higgins

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134406

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Title: The Fatal five – The effects of the introduction of the 20 mph speed limit across Wales and the effects on everyday commuters

In this proposal the topic that is being looked at is an important one and one that is on the mind of roads policing officers on a daily basis as they attempt to tackle the fatal five.
There is a lot of sigma around the introduction of the fatal five that being a large proportion of the population of Wales being against this as scene by the large scale petition that was struck up and gaining plenty of popularity shortly after the go live date.
This topic is close to home for many due to the amount of road deaths every year due to some impacting factor from the fatal five however the topic around the introduction of the 20mph speed limit across Wales in new and research around this is still being developed, also the effect that it has and doesn’t have on the everyday commuter whether that be increased travel times or heighted traffic on the roads.

This topic is worthy of consideration as an undergraduate dissertation as the fatal five is a big topic within policing and roads policing as it can play a massive part in the safety of all road users and pedestrians on a daily basis and highlighting the importance of the effects it has and any changes that are made to the laws around the fatal five such as the Welsh government involvement in the introduction of the blanket 20mph speed limit in an attempts to make Welsh roads safer for the more vulnerable road users whilst also making an attempt to combat air pollution.

 In terms of background research looking into local police force website to see what their aims and targets are and what operations are being run in order to target the fatal five and also the Welsh government website looking into the introduction of the 20mph speed limit and what it means for Wales but also what powers have been handed out to local councils in order to change the speed limits of their roads within their boroughs.
Also what guidance has the Welsh government given in terms of which roads should the speed limits change from 30mph to 20mph and if they have taken into account what sort of effect this is likely to have on those areas.

The justification for this research is to determine if the correct decision was made by the Welsh government to make these changes to the speed limits or whether the decision was wrong, this will be done by showing the positives and negatives of any real change to the safety of all road users and what effects this has had on the everyday commuter and how this has also effected policing in the aspects of roads policing who job it is to tackle the fatal five on a daily basis.

Before the introduction of the blanket 20mph speed limit across Wales the Welsh government claimed to have trailed this across 8 communities in a bid to reduce the number of collisions involving serious injuries which would then in turn reduce the added strain on the NHS from these collisions, this was also done to encourage more people to walk or cycle and then in turn improving the populations health and wellbeing.
Also found on the Welsh governments site was relevant guidance on which roads would be suited to 20mph and which would be suited to 30mph.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

To determine an overall answer on the introduction of the 20 mph speed limit.
To find out if the average road user adheres to the fatal five.
To find out if the collected data that will be found through research can answer all the questions I have proposed.
To also find out the effects on the everyday commuter in terms of enforcement.

This information is going to be collected through research using the internet, local sources and also through interviews and questionnaires which are going to be put to serving roads policing officers and also members of the public that come into contact with roads policing officers.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

In terms of the literature review that will be utilised as part of the research this will come from local sources, government websites and reports and also local council websites and reports.
In terms of existing research this is likely to be limited due to how recent to introduction of the 20 mph speed limit across Wales is however more research is important as this will help determine whether the introduction is working and what effects, positives and negatives it has.
So far there is only relevant research being carried out by the Welsh government but this on its own can show as a problem as it could be seen as biased so outside research should only be seen as a positive.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods that are proposed would be interviews and questionnaires with serving roads policing officers and members of the public that come into contact with police through action being taken from the fatal five.
These will be asked questions in person as to whether they believe the fatal five is relevant, the enforcement around the 20mph speed limit and what effects do they believe it id having on the everyday commuter and how is it making the roads safer for all.
This is the best way to determine result as it will be getting feedback from a variety of individuals.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Sample targets are likely to be members of the public and roads policing officers, and this is the best for research as it will be coming from the people directly affected.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

In this proposal having looked at the targeted research this shouldn’t be any ethical issues. 

	TIME SCALE:

Looking at the proposals time scale each element of the research conducted and information gathered should fall within the correct time scale for the element of submission.
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