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Q.1: “Has the current incident resulted in injury?” 

This may produce a previous history of unreported violence or psychological abuse (which can lead to S.47 convictions) - record all incidents.

Trainer to facilitate possible questions:

· When did the incident occur?  
· What injuries have been sustained? 
· How does this compare to previous injuries - Establish the worst injury/incident.

Always consider whether the Victim needs immediate medical attention.



Q.3: What are you afraid of?” 

Who they are fearful for? (Themselves/children/siblings/partners/parents)

What they think the Perp may do and what they think the Perp is capable of - This could be physical, sexual and/or could involve lethal assault to the victim, child(ren), siblings, partners or parents. 

This might include fear of being forced into an engagement or marriage or being abducted to another country. 

It is important to note if they are fearful as a result of persistent Stalking and Harassment from the Perp or their associates (for example - A nursery excludes a child as they are concerned about the risk posed to staff and other children by the Perp lurking around the premises).



Q.5: “Are you feeling depressed or having suicidal thoughts?” 

Consider Family Support & Welfare organisations. Be aware - Suicidal may = Homicidal.

When victims say they feel suicidal, assess the seriousness of their intent. 

For some victims the only way they may see the abuse ending is by ending their own life. 

Having suicidal thoughts is not uncommon when we are stressed, depressed or experiencing life event traumas. This becomes significant is when it moves from ideas to plans (intent) to carry out the act.  

It is important to be direct with the Victim - Asking an individual if they are making plans will not precipitate the event.  

Trainer to facilitate examples of important information if the Victim is feeling depressed and or suicidal:  

· Has there been a previous suicide attempt?
· Is there sleep/eating disruption?
· How definite does the plan of suicide appear?
· Does the victim have a support network?
· Is there a history of severe alcohol or drug abuse?
· Is there a history of previous psychiatric treatment or hospitalisation?
· Is there an unwillingness to use resources and support systems?



Q.10: “Are there any children/step children that aren’t in the household? Are there any other dependants in the household e.g. older relatives?” 

Officers must visually check all children at the premises. Be aware, the number of sons killing mothers is steadily increasing…

It is important to know who else might be living in the household and whether they have been a victim of abuse. 

There is a significant association between risk and the number of children in a household - the greater the number the higher the risk. 

The presence of stepchildren (not biological children of the Perp) in particular increases the risk to both the child and the Victim. 

If stepchildren are present it is worth exploring the following questions and considering a referral to children’s services:

What is the quality of the relationship between the Perp and stepchild?
Has there been abusive behaviour from the Perp towards the stepchild

ELDER ABUSE

Trainer to briefly discuss Elder Abuse.

Elder Abuse generally involves a combination of psychological, social and economic factors along with the mental and physical conditions of the Victim and the Perp. 

Types of EA Perps: 

Paid carers (31%) - Usually associated with physical abuse and neglect. 
Family members or relatives (47%) - Usually associated with psychological and financial abuse.

The Risk Factors associated with EA are:

· Victim cognitive or physical impairment. 
· Shared living arrangements.
· Social isolation.
· Victim dependency on the Perp.
· Refusal of outside services.
· History of family violence.

 

Q.11: “Has (….) ever hurt the children/dependants?” 

Q.12: “Has (….) ever threatened to hurt the children/dependants?”

Trainer to facilitate the links between the two questions.

There is evidence that both DA and Child Abuse are linked. CA can therefore act as an indicator of DA and vice versa. 

There are three antecedents to child homicide: 

· Prior history of CA. 
· Prior agency contact. 
· A history of adult DA within the family.  

In a recent analysis of serious review cases of child deaths, one of the commonly reoccurring features was the existence of DA.   

It is also important to note whether the children have witnessed or heard DA as this may be used to prove an offence of Neglect…
 


Q.21: “Do you know if (….) has hurt anyone else?”

Trainer to facilitate examples: Children, siblings, elderly relative (also consider HBA).

Perpetrators do not tend to discriminate in terms of who they abuse as DA tends to be part of a Perp’s pattern of repeated aggression toward other persons throughout their life, with a series of victims including: 

Siblings
Schoolmates 
Dating partners
Strangers
Work colleagues 

Trainer to refer back to Q.19 - Links have been proved between those who carry out Domestic rape and Stranger rape. Many rapists “practice” at home. 


Trainer to facilitate examples of important information to be obtained: 

· Who these other victims are and the extent of abuse.
· If they are the children, if they have been harmed, how and when?
· Current whereabouts of these other victims.

· This information may highlight other Public Protection issues.


  
Q.22: “Has (….) ever mistreated an animal or a family pet?”

The RSPCA often report serious animal abuse to the Police which may highlight potential DA issues.

A correlation between cruelty to animals and DA has been identified - Abuse (or threats of abuse) against companion animals is often used by the Perp as leverage to keep others in line or silent.



Q.23: “Are there any financial issues? e.g. are you dependent on (….) for money/have they recently lost their job/other issues?” 

Exploring this question will give you an idea about the level of isolation and control the Perp has over the Victim. 

Trainer to facilitate additional questions that will establish financial control issues:

Are there any issues regarding the Victims’ access to public funds? - Victims who have no recourse to public funds may be entirely reliant on the Perp for financial support.

Does only the Perp claim benefits? - Victims who are on a low income (or no income at all) may not be allowed by the Perp to claim benefits in their own right.

Does the Perp restrict/withhold/deny access to joint/family finances?

Has the Victim been forced into taking on loans/mortgages and responsible for repayments and defaults?


Again, this is all about the Perp establishing and maintaining control! 

Consider Risk Management - can we arrange Interim Benefits?



Q.26: “Has (….) ever breached bail/injunction and/or any agreement as to when they can see you and/or the children?”

Breach of bail/injunction must be considered in the light of a “pattern of offending.” If the Perp is not dealt with promptly and effectively then it can promote a feeling of invulnerability - link to Q.27.

Previous violations of Criminal or Civil orders may be associated with an increased risk of future violence.  

Similarly, previous violations of contact or non-contact orders may be associated with an increased risk of future violence.  

Consider any breaches of court-mandated contact arrangements, agreements with Children’s Services about contact with children, breaches of Civil or Criminal court orders.



Q.27: “Do you know if (….) has ever been arrested by the police or has a criminal history?”

Offenders with a history of violence are at increased risk of harming their partner, even if the past violence was not directed towards intimate partners or family members. 

Repeat DA Perps are “criminalised” and involved in other offences.

DA is about Power and Control.

Victims often state that “the Criminal Justice system can’t protect me” and may be very reluctant to pursue any complaint  - possibly due to experience of Breaches of Bail/Court Orders in the past where there was a negative experience in how they were enforced or the sentence the Perp was given. 

Every time the Perp is acquitted or NFAd they get stronger and more sure of their own rectitude - They also learn the system and may have already changed their name... 
Perps have stated a number of times, including in court, that they feel that they are “above the law.” 

Trainer to link back to Q.21 & 19.

DA tends to be part of a Perp’s pattern of repeated aggression toward other persons throughout their life, with a series of victims including: 

· Siblings
· Schoolmates 
· Dating partners
· Strangers
· Work colleagues 

HBV is often an exception as the Perp(s) may not have other recorded criminal history. 

The Victim may not know (or want to disclose) criminal activity of the Perp for fear of reprisals or of incriminating themselves (link back to Q.21). This should be carefully explored.  

Trainer to facilitate examples of important information to be obtained:

· Is the record for DA?  With this or another partner?
· Other violence? 
· Other criminal record or intelligence?

PNC and Intelligence checks assist in linking the Perp to other offending behaviour and establishing the risk they may pose, and highlighting other potential Risk Management strategies. 
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