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	                              LESSON TITLE:


	Court Awareness & Giving Evidence


	GROUP/CLASS:


	Initial Learning 

(PCDA/DHEP students)
	DURATION OF 
LESSON:


	 240 mins 


	LESSION AIM:


	Explain the stages of the court process and the responsibilities associated with giving evidence at court


	OBJECTIVES: By the end of the lesson learners will be able to:


	ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
(linked to  objectives)



	1. Identify the different types of court and describe what happens at each court. 
2. Discuss concerns in relation to giving evidence at court as a Police Officer. 

3. Demonstrate taking the Oath / Affirmation and introducing yourself to the Court. 
4. Explain different forms of evidence. 
	Objective 1: Activity 1, Q&A, discussion 
Objective 2: Activity 2(Board blast), Q&A, discussion
Objective 3: Activity 3, Q&A, discussion
Objective 4: Activity 4, Q&A, discussion 




	COLLEGE OF POLICING LEARNING OUTCOMES



	12.1 Types of courts, legal proceedings, hearings and their purposes 

12.2 The court process, including the Crown Court Sentencing Guidelines, the Sentencing Council Magistrates’ Court and the Director of Public Prosecution’s (DPP) Guidance on Charging (See also under 'Conducting Investigations') 

12.3 Processes to follow when giving evidence in court (See also under 'Conducting Investigations') 

12.5 Orders and requirement options available to various courts 

12.6 Sentencing guidelines 

9.2 Key terminology used in court including trial agenda

9.3 Court processes

9.6 How actions at court can affect the prosecution

9.7. How evidence is presented to court and evaluated in a case

9.9 Process for giving evidence, including disclosure, confidence and reliability

9.10 Defence tactics that may be used and strategies to deal with such tactics




	Timing
	Session Content


	Resources

	
	Trainer Activities 

(including any specific questions asked e.g. for assessment purposes)


	Learner Activities

(including objectives met)
	

	0-5 minutes 
	Maslows – Trainer to discuss breaks, toilet location, refreshments, fire exits, drills, muster point and mobile phones. 
Gestalt – Trainer to advise that the session will look at the structure and functions of criminal courts and also how police officers will be required to give evidence in court. 

Verbal outline of aim and objectives of session. 
	· Listening
· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

Mobile phones switched to silent mode or turned off. 
	Lesson plan. 
Computer system with projector to facilitate delivery. 

There is a PowerPoint to assist with the delivery of this session. 



	05-10
mins

10-15

mins

15-45

mins

45-55

mins

55-65

mins


	Trainer to show students video as an Icebreaker. Trainer to click on the word “giving” on PPT slide 1 to start the video (4 mins 14 seconds)
The video can be located at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfk0ZwjxWOk
QTS
Q. Does anybody have any experience of going to court?  Discuss
Q. Has anybody ever given evidence at court?  Discuss
Activity 1: Court research: Trainer to split the class into 4 groups and allocate one type of court to each group to research: 
Group 1: Magistrates Court

Group 2: Crown Court 

Group 3: Youth Court 

Group 4: Coroners Court 

Trainer to utilise PPT slides 3-6 to reinforce students’ knowledge and understanding of Magistrates Court.
Trainer to show students (PPT slide 7 – click on YouTube icon), a video illustrating the inside of a Magistrates Court (5 mins 46 seconds) 

Trainer to utilise PPT slides 8 & 9 to reinforce students’ knowledge and understanding of Crown Court. 
	· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

Activity 1: Court research:   In their groups, students to research and record: 
· What cases are heard there?

· The maximum penalties

· Who works there? etc. 

Each group to present their findings to the rest of the class. 

· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

Objective 1 
	PPT slide 1

The Funniest Court Case ever video.
PPT slide 2 
Flip chart paper 

Pens

PPT slides 3-7
The video can be located at: 

https://youtu.be/QF46W6LvHY4
PPT slides 8 & 9


	65-80

mins

80-110
mins


	Activity 2: Board blast: 
QTS 
Q. What concerns do you have about giving evidence in court as a police officer?

Trainer to facilitate discussion based on student answers.

Trainer to utilise PPT slides 11 – 17 to facilitate discussion about what happens when you attend court to give evidence as a Police Officer: 
· Effective planning (PPT slide 10)
· Taking the Oath/Affirmation (PPT slides 11-13)
· Introducing yourself to the court (PPT slide 14)
· The role of the CPS solicitor/barrister (PPT slide 14)
· Referring to EPNB (PPT slide 15)
· Cross Examination (PPT slide 15)
Trainer to sum up the above using PPT slide 16

Activity 3: Practical:  Trainer to explain to students that they will individually practice taking the Oath / Affirmation and introducing themselves to the Court. 

(Trainer to utilise 1 student to act as the Judge, 2 students to act as CPS / Defence Barristers and 12 students to act as members of the jury to illustrate a mock court set-up).
	Activity 2: Board blast: Students to come up to white board and write their answers to the question. 
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

Objective 2
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

Activity 3: Practical:  Individually, students are to stand at the front of the class and demonstrate taking the Oath / affirmation and introduce themselves to the Court.
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing
Objective 3   
	White board 

Pens

PPT slides 11 - 16
Laminated copy of Oath / Affirmation. 



	110-140

mins
	Activity 4: Evidence Research:  Trainer to show PPT slide 17 and then split the class into 3 smaller groups. 

Trainer to explain that each group are to research all the following forms of evidence: 

· Oral evidence
· Hearsay evidence

· Real evidence

· Evidence of opinion 

· Documentary evidence

· Circumstantial evidence

Trainer to facilitate discussion around student answers and use notes on PPT slide 17 to help de-brief.
	Activity 4: Evidence Research:  In their groups, students are to research the 6 different forms of evidence. 

Each group is to present two types of evidence to the rest of the class. 

All groups are to offer any additional information / findings in relation to each type of evidence through discussion. 

· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing
Objective 4 


	PPT slide 17
Flipchart paper 

Pens. 

	140-170

mins

170-200

mins

200-235
mins

235-240

mins


	Trainer to introduce students to: 
· Honesty and Integrity (PPT slide 89) 
· False statement in criminal proceedings (PPT slide 19)
· EPNB entries (PPT slide 20)
Trainer to introduce students to Justice Outcomes: 

Formal Justice System 

· Community orders (Adults)

· Youth Rehabilitation Order (YRO)

· Fines 

· Forfeiture of Property

· Proceeds of Crime Act 2002

· Discharges 

· Custodial or suspended sentences 

Out of Court Disposals 
· Neighbourhood Justice 

· Restorative Justice 

· Community Resolutions 

· Cannabis Warnings 

· Penalty Notices for Disorder (PND) 

· Youth or Adult Caution 

Any questions?
	· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing
· Listening

· Asking and answering questions

· Discussing

	PPT slides 18 - 20
PPT slide 21 

PPT slide 22
Formal Justice System Handout 

PPT slide 23
Out of Court Disposals Handout 

PPT slide 24


	EVALUATION OF LESSON:
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