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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]TOPIC: THE IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ON LEARNING EXPERIENCE OF THE STUDENT: A CASE STUDY ON UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID LONDON CAMPUS

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]INTRODUCTION
Virtual learning environment refer as the online platform which is utilise for educational purpose (Wei and Jia,  2021). It encompasses all online environment which can be represented as supplements to the learning module. It is a design space that is introduced for the tutors and learners, it overall helps in developing the digital skills in students and teachers can easily plan the lesson for its effectiveness during the classroom. VLE offers the various benefits to efficiently manage the administrative work, to monitor the learner’s performance and also provides the extra learning materials to the students. This research study covers the study on VLE for the UWSTD London campus, it highlights the study aim, objective and rationale. Furthermore, it covers the literature review, methodology, findings and recommendations. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Research aim:
To analyse the impact of virtual learning environment over the student’s learning experience.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Rationale of the study:
Reason behind conducting the research on this topic is to bring the concern about VLE techniques as how it helps in developing the good digital skills (Cunha, Terreri and Len,  2020). As educational institute can easily adopt this system for their student’s better learning, it helps in lesson planning, enhance level of engagement. Therefore, it is important to conduct research on this topic so that institutes can proceed to go with such techniques.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Research objective:
· To understand the VLE concept.
· To assess the benefits of VLE for student’s learning.
· To investigate how VLE helps in improvising learning experience by involving computers and internet within learning process.
· To recommends strategies in order to enhance students learning with the help of VLE technique for UWSTD London campus.

[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Theme1: Develop understanding regarding VLE concept
According to the view of Prodanović and Gavranović, (2021) VLE is the set of learning tools which is created for providing better learning experience to students. It involves the curricular mapping, online cooperation for both instructor and student, mainly it provides the unique ID’s to teacher as well as to student as the teacher can easily view what learner is viewing but tutor have more rights to modify the content and to monitor student performance. Author also said that there are many VLE software are available which involves the Web CT, Lotus learning Space which the educational institute can adopt for better learning environment. However, author Arteaga and Rodas,  (2018) said that VLE also consists of challenges as it consumes more time for set up, as teacher requires to balance their time in carrying out their essential duties and also to maintain the VLE up to date. For the learner as well to heavily rely on VLE as to send queries to teacher and to wait for response it is quite time consuming. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Theme2: Analyse the benefit of VLE for student better learning
As per the view of Mai and Muruges, (2018) VLE offers many benefit as it helps in enhancing the inclusivity, as most of the students are introvert they often talk less during the classroom, thus with the help of the VLE software they easily come forward to efficiently participate in virtual classes and they can easily raise the queries. Thus with this every individual can easily enhance their learning process. Author further said that VLE helps in community and relationship development, as the learner from different cultural background can easily shares their interest and can proceed to collaborate for completing the project that helps in implementing the diversity at work place which supports the learning objectives of learners. On contradict with the above statement author Ferreira and et.al (2019) stated that it can be challenging to heavily rely on VLE as it reduces the human to human interaction, it also limits the team building and other playing activities that affects the learning process. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Theme3: Importance of VLE for learning experience by including computer and internet 
Author Yim,  Moses and Azalea, (2018) said that Teaching and learning with the help of computer system and internet helps in developing the digital skills that is required for the better career. As by using the system teachers can easily plan the lessons that helps in reducing the time so that there will be such time where the students can easily ask the queries. As it gives the digital aspect for the study as provide the resources and other activities for solving the range of distinct stages of assessment, it also reports on the participation. It is importance for the student as well as for tutor with this learner can easily benefited through self-paced study and it also offer them to develop different skills in no time. However, author Li and Yu, (2020) said that VLE is not that effective method to teach someone with the machinery and also for operating with such it requires the technical knowledge. Thus to teach the students and teachers as well to develop knowledge regarding software is quite complex as well as time consuming. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Research type:
There are different methodologies to organise the research study as research helps in drawing conclusion and information can be use further. It involves the qualitative, quantitative research type. Qualitative research approach involves the non-numeric data where the data sources are open communication, questionnaire, interviews (Logunova and et.al 2018). Whereas quantitative study involves the data which involves the figures, numerical. For this study qualitative study is efficient as it helps in providing facility to the research analyst to complete the study also for not considering quantitative is because any faults and errors in numbers can lead to bad consequences of the research. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Research approach:
It refers as the plan and complete procedure which covers the broad assumption about the details of the research methods. There are two type of the research approach which are inductive and deductive. In inductive reasoning there is no such formation of the hypothesis are found, it initiates with the research aim and objective that are required to accomplish during research process. On the other hand, deductive reasoning involves the hypothesis it based on existing theory, it also termed as the top down reasoning. In this research study inductive is selected by analyst as research approach as it allows to create the multiple solutions for addressing the issue. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Data collection:
Method of collecting the data is most important in research to continue or complete the study. It further divides in two methods which are primary and secondary data method. In primary approach data has been collected from open source such as surveys, interviews to obtain the information (Hosni,  El-Dosuky and Eisa, 2020). While in secondary data method information is already existed which can be collected from books and journals, articles, internet website. For this study both methods are appropriate and applicable as primary data helps in providing the validity and reliability or up to date data, while secondary method is cost and time efficient which is a most important attribute of research. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Sampling:
Sampling in research refer as the process of selecting the sample size from audience for collecting the data. It can be done in two ways which are probabilistic (random) and non-probabilistic sampling. In random sampling there is equal opportunity for each sample to share their views and opinions, while in non-probabilistic method there has been use of biases are found and also no surety for each sample to get equal chance. In this study random sampling of 7 participants has been done by researcher to obtain information over the study. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Data analysis:
After collecting the data, it is important to analyse the data with different research techniques and tools (Christopoulos,  Conrad and Shukla,  2018). It can be done in two ways which are thematic and statistical analysis. In thematic it analyses the qualitative data where reading can be done across the data sets also provides the accessible form for the analysis. Whereas statistical analysis quantifies the quantitative data where the statistical operations are required to perform on the data for extracting the reliable information. In this study thematic approach is beneficial as it offers the wide flexibility for utilising the analytic options and also in their interpretation is supported. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]Ethical consideration:
Ethics and code of conducts are important as it helps in providing the desirable results without any miserable situation. For the research it is important for the researcher to follow all ethics as to keep maintain the confidentiality and to not expose the personal information of the participants. In this study consent form has been provided to the participants and it shows their willingness to take part in questionnaire also data anonymity is maintaining by the researcher. In the end a list of references is also provided which shows that work is self-done by researcher and it is not copied from other sources.
[bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]RESULTS AND FINDINGS
It has been evaluated from the above discussion that VLE plays a significant role in enhancing the learner’s ability to complete the assignment. As digital skills help in operating with different tools which is beneficial for the student for their better career. As per the evaluation of the primary data it has been found that majority of the participants are well known to the Moodle software as it helps in developing the online courses, assessment and to track performance (Abbasi and et.al 2021). Some also suggested that it is easy to use and provides the better learning experience. From the secondary data it is evaluated that VLE helps in providing the better learning opportunities to the learners as well as to the tutor as engaging with the systems and internet promotes the inclusivity and diversity in the institute. It helps all students to share their common interest and knowledge, often helps in enhancing the collaboration to delivers the project which enhance the communication and interaction among the students. 
Overall it has been evaluated from the above that Moodle software helps in enhancing the digital skills of the students as they can easily raise their queries if they encountered in course also it encourages the communication and interaction so that efficiently learning objectives can be achieved (Söken and Nygreen, 2021). Also with this there is a formation of the feedback culture is found as to give and take feedbacks from peers helps in improvising the learning practices. Overall VLE techniques are beneficial and helpful in providing the accessible and learning environment that supports learners to enhance their knowledge and develops different skill set. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
[bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]Recommendations:
Introduction of VLE in educational institute helps in providing numerous benefits as to easily manage the administration, teaching activities and learner’s performance. It is important for the learning institute to have specific arrangement for the software that guides them in providing the equal chance to each students (Camilleri and Camilleri,  2020). Some recommendations are as follows:
· UWSTD London campus can proceed to provide the online learning environment so that it supports the learning. 
· Technology will enable the institution to go beyond the substitution and they can easily redefine the learning. As by using this technique they can easily proceed to develop the accessible content so that it will help in eliminating the obstacles of comprehension and also to ensure that the content is accessible to all students which also means student with disability can also access the content. 
· VLE also helps in strengthening the relationship among the teacher and student which is necessary for better achievement of the learning goals (García-Esteban and et.al 2019). Also with the continually feedback from tutors will help the student to improvise in themselves for their better learning process, as well as teacher can also able to take the feedbacks from peers and students over the VLE tool for enhancing best teaching practices. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]CONCLUSION
From the above it is concluded that VLE techniques helps in enabling the diversified culture where the students can easily achieve their learning goals. Above research have illustrated the description about the VLE and its importance to educational institution. It highlighted the research aim and objective which need to be achieved also covers the rationale for the study. Moving further it illustrated the description about the literature review where it highlights the author arguments for VLE and also discuss the research methodologies where both secondary and primary method have been covered. It lastly concluded with the findings and recommendations. 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]APPENDIX 1: CLASS ACTIVITY QUESTIONNAIRE
1. Do you know what Moodle is?
· Yes
· No
· Maybe
2. If so how many hours do you spend on Moodle?
· 2-5 hours/week
· 5-10 hours/week
· 10-15 hours/week
3. Is Moodle easy to use?
· Yes
· No
· Maybe
4. Would you change anything about Moodle?
· Yes 
· No 
· Maybe
5. Is it a advantage or disadvantage
· Yes 
· No 
· Maybe 

6. Is Moodle learning better or in campus?
· Yes 
· No 
· Maybe
· Other 





[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]APPENDIX2: CLASS ACTIVITY EXCEL RESULT TABLE
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