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Using Latin dictionaries

* Reading Latin otfers a total learning
vocabulary list at the back of the T&V

volume
* You are by now familiar with entries like:
frater fratr-is 3m brother
fan-um 1 2n shine
noceo 2 I harm (+ dat.)
lego 3 legqi lectus I read




Learning dictionaries

* The next step up from a text book:
specifically aimed at students learning Latin

* Learning dictionaries give abbreviated
information

* Selective vocabulary : check the preface if
you are looking for specific authors/periods!!

— e.g. for Medieval Latin, Cassell’s dictionary is

little help: “concerning itselt with ‘classical Latin’,
as used from about 200 BC to 100 AD’.
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Cassell’s Latin Dictionary

ric!‘cc p:l‘(l‘. '.l d\f‘u: —ar wsTEEYy
byoken, humbled, enfechled, |
friter -tris, m. « Dbrother; frater
germanus,  own brother; {ratres, |
brothers and sisters; also a cousin or
a brother-in-lawe. ‘T'ranst., a comraide,
compatriot, ally,
fratercalus -1, m. little lgro.’ltcr. .
CRenwnithe _atic . hrotherhood. frater-

Here, no indication of the declension is given: you must
know nouns well enough to recognise that a noun that has

frater in nominative and a genitive ending in —tris must be
374 declension.
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Picking the right
head word

legiuncula -ae, f, a small legion,

légo -are, to ordain, appoint: of per-
sons, (o make adeputy, delegate authority
to; of property, to begueath, leave as
a legacy. M. of partic. as subst,
l€gatus -1, a deputy; polit., an ambas-
sador, envoy, or the deputy of a magis-
trate; milit., a subordinate commander,
¢sp., commander of a legion, N.

_ 1égatum -1, a legacy, bequest,

‘lego légere 1Em lectum, to collect,
gather, pick, pick up: Hla, to wind up,
span; wvela, to furl, of places, to
pass through, traverse, coait along;
with the eyes, to survey, scan, read,
Peruse; out of a number, to pick out,
choose, select.

Hence partic. lectus -a -um,
chosen, selected; choice, excellent,
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With verbs, both RL and
dictionaries give three or four
initial forms: the principal parts

These are:
1%t person singular present
indicative (normally active)

[in some: present infinitive, so
that it becomes clear what

conjugation the verb follows]

1%t person singular perfect
indicative (normally active)

Supine




Finding past tense forms

* As we’ll see in 2D, perfect tense forms in Latin often
look quite different from the present tense ones:

— 1ubeo 2 1ussi iussum

* Many Latin dictionaries are quite stingy in cross-
referencing past tense forms to the present tense

* Therefore, learning the principal parts of each new
verb is very helpful — even if you're not using them
yet!

* If you are shopping for a learning dictionary, it's worth
looking for this feature
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Academic dictionaries

e (Give far more detailed information on how
each word is used

— spread across time and different authors
— common constructions
— references specific passages

* Aims to capture the totality of language use
in the given period

« USEFUL: Information on standard editions,
abbreviations, and author/text chronologies
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fratex, 'ris m. [Sangor, bhriatd ; Gr
,',',;E'.‘n N o/opu“rm;o, Clllll:illlllll; Gotl l)l'otlmr;
f.;,,;_(l, wather], a brother. Y, LiiL: frator
mid, sulve, Plout, Cuare, 5, 2, 58; ef.: mi fra.
ter, mi Ifrater, mi frator, tune d verltys
eal ete, Cie, Q Fre 1, 8, 1: amabo te. mi
frater, ne, ote, 3d, 1h. 1,4, 12 L frator mens,
i, Verr, 2, 4, 11, 4 25: uxores habent intor
o communes: ot maxime fratres cum fra-
tribug, Cacs, B, G, 6, 14, 4 ef: fratrem o
atre renuntintum, id Wb, 7, 83, 3: et filins
ab fratis Hlius, i (b, 5, 27, 2: fratels il
Pl Ep. 8, 11,1 fratros gemind, twin-Droth-
erd, Cie, Clu, 16, 46; Hor, Ep. 1, 18, 41: frit-
tres gemolll, Ov, H. &, 77 alzo In the ro-
verse order; gemind fratres, Cie, Div, 2, 43,
05 Liv. 1, 6, 6: Soet. Caek. 10: Vorg, A, 7.
6705 Ov, H. 17, 250 (and thorelore wrongly
censured by Quint: quaedam ordine per-
mntato flunt supervacun, ut fratres gomi-
i nnm sl praccessorint gemind, fratres
addere non est necesse, Quint. D, 4. ). —
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Lewis and Short, s.v. frater.
Only a short section of the
article!
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frater ~tris, m. [cl. Skt. bhrdtar-, Olr.
brathir, Eng. brother, also Gk. ¢parnp ‘clans-
man']

1 A son of the same {ather or mother,
brother; ~ter germanits, a full brother. b (pl.)
brother and sister. € (pl., transf., of a kindred
race).

[oui' ~tri et Neri Neptuno Pu.Trinbzo; Ten.Ad.912;
pessimi  Tiberium ~trem meam  optimum interfecerunt
Graceiorad.16; qul me..iuxta ac si mous ~tcf esset,
sustentauit Cie, Red. Sen.20, tres illi ~tres fuerunt, C,, Cn,,
M. Carbones Fam.9.21.3. pilleatis ~tribus (i.e. Castor and
Pollux) CATUL.37.25 gaudent perfusi sanguine ~truim VERG.
G.2.510; consulis ~ter matre eadem genitus Liv.38.0.0; est
~ter quidem, sed ex nouerca Sex. Her.0.1313) Star.Theb.
TI.394; & malore ~tre olus geniti GrL.13.20(10).753 (by
adoption) scelera ( [ugurthae) in patremn ~tresque ostenthit,
Sar. Jug.33.4; las a tape of devotion) qui in e,  consiliis
parens, amore. . ~ter inuentus est Cre. Red. Sen.37 —{appl ied
b animals) Cyprio uelox cum ~tre Lycisce Ov.Mel.3.2200
GrAT.209; (astron.) Haedus, . ~trum yestigin quaerit Max.
5.312;—(poet.) nec ~tris radiis obnoxia surgere Luna (uf-
detur) VerG.r.1.300; magnis cum ~tribus Furus intonat
V l'“r..-.'._xt‘ns;——-(us:d of inanim. objs. {wsmzi/iﬂl) uspleies (se,
a boak) illic positos ex ordine ~tres Ov.Tr.1.1.107; MART.

a.2(1).6;—{in a place-ni mie) quos (e, montes) Septem ~tres
4 sunili altitudine appellant Prin.Nal.5.18 ——~tres ger-
manos duos gemines, uni matre natus et patre uno uno
die Pr.Men,r102; Cre, Ver.1.125, b ~trum..non in-
cestum, sed incustoditum  amorem ad infamiam traxit
Tac.Anm12.4; Cavp. Decl.q4; Lucius ot Titin ~tres PAUL,
dig.wo.2,38. € Suessiones. . ~Lres CONSUNZUIneosque Suos,
qui. . isdem legibus utantur (s.0. a5 the Kemi) Cans.Gal,
2.3.5; Aruerni. .ausl Latio se fingere ~tres populi Luc,
427, as an honorific title for allien) Aeduos, ~1res
consanguineosque saepe numern a senatu appellatos Caxs,

Gal.1.13.2; Cre. Fam.7.10.4.
2 ~fer patruelis, A son of one’s paternal

») + also ~ler
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Academic dictionaries

* Coverage varies:
— Oxford Latin Dictionary only up to 200 AD

— Lewis and Short includes Late Antique
authors (incl. Christian authors) but focusses
on Classical texts

* For references and bibliographic info, use
the OLD.




Online versions

 The Lewis and Short is available online via
the Perseus site:
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolve
form?redirect= true&lang=Latin

* Here, you can search both the full L&S and
the abbreviated version The Elementary Lewis
and Short

* The elementary version is easier to use at this
stage

D 4 P fy go ICym
¥"’



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/resolveform?redirect=true&lang=Latin

Thesaurus Linguae Latinae

* The largest Latin dictionary project is the
Thesaurus Linguae Latinae

» Comprehensively collects all data from literary
and epigraphic Latin sources

« Founded in the 19t C in the Bavarian Academy of
Sciences but an international effort throughout:
still developing

* Full intro to the ThLL here:
http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html

N



http://www.thesaurus.badw.de/en/project.html
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The ThLL
* Many entries contain  Each article has
ALL uses of the lemma etymological info, info
[‘head word’] but on where the word is
longer articles with an found, and examples of
asterisk preceding the its use — where
lemma leave out some necessary divided into
instances that repeat different sections
earlier material * At Advanced level, you
will be expected to use
this tool
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