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‘Describe a learning event which has happened during your classroom observation

Word Count 4503
Part one: 
For this assignment an observation took place in a school in Wales. The school is situated in a large city and is home to around 410 pupils and 50 staff. On the premises of the school there is also a Flying Start facility that accommodates children between the ages of 2 and 3.  The school comprises of 13 classrooms and is of modern design. Throughout the assignment I will refer to the pupils and other members of staff by number, to comply with confidentiality. The assignment is intended to explore the link between pedagogy and the learning environment.
[bookmark: _Hlk527225538]Ethical approval was granted by not naming either the school, pupil or teachers. The ethical procedures protect the rights, safety, dignity and wellbeing of those involved with the observation. Confidentiality ensures that data is used only for the study and is not linked to an individual (Bowling 2000). Christensen and James (2008) argue that children’s views should be taken seriously and that it is important that researchers include their understandings and experiences. Children can be vulnerable, so the researchers should respect them (Holmes 2005).  Adults and practitioners need to make well considered judgments about the attitude children have towards play and their involvement whilst they are observing (Meggit 2012). The observation was captured between a group of children. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, 1992: ARTICLE 8) believe children have the right to be respected and protected. The selection of social interaction was mainly chosen due to the significant communication and thinking between the children. These are both vital features within the educational learning in children. Communication is an important part of how we learn. It can help someone to understand what another person is saying. Communication enables people to express their emotions, needs and concerns (Thompson 2003). Communication is the process of creating and sharing ideas. Effective communication depends on the richness of ideas (Jelphs 2008). Barriers can occur if communication is not effective. Many reasons why children communicate are to express opinion, to pass on information, to form relationships, collect information and to express emotions. Effective communication is key to successful working. (Tilmouth et al 2011). Children also communicate through play and is believed to be an important part of a child’s life. According to (Scarlett et al 2005) play is good for a child’s physical, emotional, cognitive and social development. Children can express their emotions and opinions through play. Play is fun and enjoyable because children can choose their activities and playmates (Wood et al 2005). Practitioners may observe and assess children’s play to view their involvement and enjoyment of it.  Meggitt (2012) believes that play is vital to a child’s all round development. Play enables children to use their creativity and imagination. Children need time and space for their play to flourish and develop (Bruce 2012).

 This assignment will examine the use of language as a tool for learning and progression.  Alexander (2006) regards talk as one of the most important features of children’s learning. Pedagogical principles such as ‘Scaffolding’ (Bruner, 1996), the ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ (Vygotsky cited in Pound, 2006) and ‘Sustained Shared Thinking’ (Siraj-Blatchford et al, 2002) were shown by the teacher within the observation. These will be analysed through this assignment to show the importance of influential thinkers in child development.   
 
 
. Vygotsky states that observation is a learning apparatus which provides children with a rich experience. Therefore, pedagogical principles should be current and altered to fit in with current curricular needs.  
 
 The method I chose for the observation was narrative. I was able to see and hear the event and write a transcript as notes. I was able to concentrate on the conversation that took place as I did not interact with the group. I focused on the language being used rather than the behaviour of the task. Narrative observations however do have their limitations. It is believed that a narrative approach is used to focus on behaviour and the social setting. To establish classifications of children’s abilities and potentially providing pessimistic perceptions of children (Palaiologou, 2008). The focus of the dialogue is not from a behaviourist perspective but to evaluate the language within the social context of the classroom and how the progression of learning is accelerated by the teacher’s pedagogy. On reflection I should have used a recording devise whilst observing as it would have enabled me to focus on certain aspects or merely to retrieve more information other than what was obtained. Reflective practise is seen to be an important process as it aids people to successfully learn from their experiences. It helps them to recognise their strengths and weaknesses. (Tilmouth et at 2011). Kolb (1984) cited in Sussex (2008) developed a cycle of experimental learning. Kolb states humans need to recall their observation as an event, reflect the observation, develop and research the theory and then reflect which is the most appropriate action to take in future. 

Below is a transcript of the conversation which took place between the 3 pupils and their teacher during the observation. The children were set a maths challenge by the teacher. The 3 pupils were all the same low ability. The teacher also informed me that these children usually have small group support however had been asked to work together as part of a team. I have analysed this in part 2 of this assignment.

P1- I can’t do this, it’s hard.
P3- Only the girls can do this, its solid.
P2-Girls are better than boys at Maths.
P2-What did Miss say we have to do again.
P3- We have to do these sums but we have to work together
P1- Really? We can copy each other?
P2-I think we’ll have a row if we copy. But shall we help each other?
P3- Ok… Yeh….. that’s a good idea.
P1- So how can we work out 75 takeaway 12….?
P2-That’s a big number!
P3- Oh I think I know its 60…..
P1- Is it?
P2- No, it’s not that. I don’t know what the answer is.
T- How are you finding this boys? Are you ok?
P2- No Miss we can’t do it.
T- Of course you can, why don’t you pretend you have 75 cakes, and take 12 away.    Do you think a number line will help?
P3- Oh yes Miss, that will help.
T- Or maybe numicorn or multilink?
P1- That will be good miss
T- Or you can use a number line.
P3- Thanks Miss, I think I remember doing those now.
P1- (uses multilink) Oh yes!!!! I know!! The answer is 63
T- Well done boys!! You’ve worked well as a team to help each other. Never give up. Its ok to be wrong.

Part Two: 
Language and dialogue are seen to be a fundamental tool for learning. This was expressed by Vygotsky. Vygotsky is a social constructivist. According to Vygotsky the practitioner plays a vital part in a child’s life when it comes to his or her learning. Vygotsky 1896, cited in (Gray 2012) was a theorist in child development who believed that children learn through the process of “scaffolding”. Vygotsky strongly believed looking at each child as an individual who learns distinctively was of utmost importance. The first step of scaffolding is to build interest and engage the learner. Once the learner is actively participating, the given task should be simplified by breaking it into smaller subtasks. The teacher needs to keep the learner focused, while concentrating on the most important ideas of the activity. One integral step in scaffolding consists of keeping the learner from becoming frustrated. Evidence from the transcript suggests that the teacher was successful in doing this as she intervened and was able to reassure the children that they were able to complete the task that they were set. The final task associated with scaffolding involves the teacher modelling possible ways of completing tasks, which the learner can then imitate and eventually internalize (Daniel 2012). Again, this was a key point in the transcript as the teacher demonstrated various ways that the task could have been worked out. It is necessary that children do not feel disheartened about their efforts or they will lose complete concentration (Nutbrown 2008).

Within the transcript the pupils distinctly speculate how learning is collaboratively constructed within social interactions. The teacher restored enthusiasm and moulded the understanding. Vygotsky’s work included four stages. His model explores the Primitive Stage, Practical Intelligence, the External Symbolic Age and the Stage of Internalisation. 
In Vygotsky’s latter stages he explores that cognitive independence is key (Meadows 1993). As a child’s linguistic ability grows Vygotsky understood that these were not fixed attributes as children learn and develop at different stages. And although there are milestones set these are not always accurate as children develop differently throughout their childhood and may not necessarily meet these “when they should”. Critically this developmental process is from a general perspective. During the observation is was evident that the group of children were at different attainment levels. Therefore cognitive ability was present. (Sutherland 1992) concluded that the work of Vygotsky was ahead of its time and extremely advanced.  
Another theorist linked to Vygotsky is Piaget. Piaget, a Swiss psychologist is known for his work on child development. Piaget placed a significant on children’s education. According to Piaget children are born only equipped with a basic mental structure and they learn through their surroundings and knowledge and understanding of the world.
Interestingly, there was an element of stereotyping within the observation as Pupil 2 stated that only girls could do maths and boys are not good at it.  Stereotyping is labelling someone but in a negative way. Stereotyping often occurs when a particular person has not yet been met. Therefore stereotyping can often be false, negative assumptions which can lead to a person/s becoming upset. Stereotypical views can be labelling someone by the way they dress or physically look. Malik (2009) believes the majority of stereotyping happens at a young. And this is largely due to the environment which they live in. If they see or hear their parents, carers or siblings acting in a certain way then they will think that is the norm and carry on imitating their beliefs and behaviours whether this is right or wrong. age and the environment in which they live. A stereotype is known as a type of ‘schema’. Piaget (1952) states that a schema is a building block of intelligent behaviour, a way of organizing knowledge. A stereotype is a mental structure of a person’s beliefs (Malik 2009).

An area of Piagets work consists of 4 stages that he believes children go through throughout their childhood. These are sensory, pre-operational, concrete operational, and formal operational. These stages are in chronological order. Piagets model can be seen to be updated as his work does not recognise how a child can accelerate in one aspect but be significantly slower in another. This can be viewed as contradicting as his theory promotes learning as an individual process, however, then goes on to talk about abilities and what they should achieve by certain ages. In the transcript, progression is shown as the children start to work out how to find the answer. Vygotsky realises this as he believes progression can happen at different paces. Donaldson (2015) fully supports this theory and has adopted this in the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’. Donaldson accepts children are individual and unique and aims to celebrate this. Recognising induvial progression is key to pedagogy. Teachers should engage with children to observe their learning. This will enhance their profession as they can work upon their experience to teach children appropriately. Enabling them to adapt and encourage a constructivist approach. 

(Gray and MacBlain 2012) note how Piaget supports collaborative learning through peer interaction however critically suggests that this is only beneficial when one induvial child possess a greater and wider understanding and who has gained significant experience to enhance the learning. Avoiding hierarchy thinking and concentrating solely on the process of interaction between pupils. Throughout the observation and also supported in the transcript demonstrates how pupil interaction played a vital role. The teacher used her prior knowledge to engage the children and used different techniques which enabled the pupils to focus. She also exploratory talk as pedagogy. The children built upon this and recognised it. They verbalised their thinking. By incorporating real life scenarios and interests into their learning. This was a clear indication that the teacher nurtures her class pupils well.

It can be argued that not all children are academic and the thought of certain lessons in a class can be very daunting for them. A successful teacher will look at a child as an induvial and asses their needs and adapt their teaching to best suit the child (Lawrence 2006). Rather than force a child a teacher should give opinions on how best to work out the answer. Constantly praising also. I believe that within the new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ this style of teaching is going to be very positive and children are going to become more confident within their class room activities. It is definably an area I am eager to pursue as a trainee teacher. Teachers play an integral part of a child’s time in school (Arnold 2010).

With this is mind it is extremely important that the teacher allows pupils to express their voice (Lawrence 2012). Whether this be by actual spoken words or braille. Some children may find it problematic to express their emotions in certain ways. There are many ways a child may feel comfortable communicating. This could be in the form of hand puppets, creative art, sign language or verbal communication. According to (Robinson 2008) non-verbal communication can be twice as effective as verbal. Physical Education is another activity where by children can express feelings without the worry of speaking. Teachers need to accommodate every childs needs so there for should be equipped with all the necessary resources required. Understandably teachers are very busy, hardworking individuals who sometimes may not offer a great amount of their teaching time for nurturing. It could be argued that this is where teaching assistants play an integral part. Teaching assistants may not always play the main role in delivering the teaching in the class therefore can offer a little more time to speak to the children. Researchers conducted research about how effective higher level teaching assistants (HLTA’s) are with the classroom. As part of their research they interviewed both children and parents to determine the overall opinion of an assistant teacher. In the research, they conclude that HLTA play a vital role within the setting and an integral part of the whole workforce. (Williams and O’Connor 2011). Parents and children both value the role of the teaching assistant. Outcomes of the research indicated that parents referred the HLTA’s to helpers and children associated official teachers as the real teachers. However, all were respected and there was no superior treatment. The only issue that was raised that parents believed the teacher should deliver the lessons as they were qualified. Parents were happy with HLTA’s teaching other subjects except for core subjects. It was also noted that HLTA’s have good sense of humours and parents often feel more comfortable talking to them as they no not want to waste a teacher’s teaching time. Teachers maybe extremely busy and not be able to offer a great amount of time to deal with certain aspects therefore teamwork within the classroom play and important part. Team work is very important (Cotterell 2003).
Teachers maximise a childs learning through scaffolding which is supported by Vygotsky. According to Vygotsky pupil and teacher interaction is crucial to a childs learning. This is shown by the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). Vygotsky believed that when a pupil is in the ZPD for an activity/task if the teacher provides appropriate support and assistance if will enable the child to have the courage and capability to move forward.
[image: ]
Appendix 1
For pupils to move forward they need to be guided out of their comfort zone. This occasionally must be forced in order for a child to progress. It is good for a child to be out of their comfort zone at times as it challenges them. The pupils were clearly out of their comfort zone when I observed them as Pupil 2 actually said “I can’t do this miss, its really hard”. The teacher’s main role here was to scaffold, observe and to encourage the children as they had self-doubt and insecurities. Children need to be sensitively reminded that it is ok to be wrong and having a go is what ultimately all that matters. Something spoken by the child may not make any sense to a teacher but perfect sense to a child so letting a child explore his or her reasons is very important.
 Donaldson (2015) agrees with this as he believes the role of the teacher scaffolding comes from active engagement.
To conclude adult and child interactions are vital. Siraj-Blatchford et al (2002) conducted a study which also confirms this. Pedagogy in the early years settings needs to be fun in order for pupils to engage, focus and thrive. Adult and children’s interactions are at the forefront of cognitive construction. During the observation there was a vast amount of ideas and great understanding shared between the two parties. Sustained Shared Thinking (SST) played a fundamental part of this study. An important aspect of social constructivism. Learning can have a deeper meaning depending on scaffolding and of the environment of the classroom. Purdon (2016) suggests that children learn best when the activity set is fun, as they relate to meaningful experiences an interest. A classroom needs to be well structured and a teacher needs to have the ability to control the class. (Biesta 2013) suggests teachers needs to build relationships on trust with children, manage their time effectively, be able to make formal decisions but most importantly should not mistake a busy classroom for a good one. Teachers need to provide children with a rich diet of spoken language, giving them the strong foundations, they require to follow them into the future Alexander (2010). As a trainee teacher there are numerous expects that I believe should be a priority for my future teaching. Scaffolding being of utmost importance when teaching a child as without this some children may not have the confidence to succeed. I intend to be a nurturing teacher who takes the time to assess a child for who they are and to always understand that each child is unique. I will deliver a warm welcoming classroom and strive to make positive relationships between every child and staff member with in the class to enable my pupils to feel comfortable. Each child will feel at ease and be able to communicate with out fear. I will go into greater detail about my ideal classroom in the next section.
    
Part 3


 
Children spend a lot of their childhood in a classroom environment and therefore it is important that they are stimulated and that they can engage in their day to day activities. Children should feel accepted with love and warmth within a classroom. A positive learning environment enables children to feel comfortable. It stimulates the relationship between their teachers and peers also.  Barkley (2010) suggests that a positive learning environment can lead to feelings of euphoria and that it can stimulate a childs positive attitude towards learning. Classroom environments should support and enrich the learning of a child. Classrooms should be vibrant and welcoming. 
For this assignment I have designed a poster to demonstrate what I believe to be a ‘Perfect Learning Environment’. I have included subheadings to indicate each of the areas I believe to be of the most importance.
ICT area
Times are changing, and the use of computers and other electronic devise are more evident in the classrooms of the future. However, this should not out rule or replace other teaching methods but simply enhance the teaching. The modern classroom is transforming, and schools are playing a great emphasis on digital competency. The Digital competency framework has been developed by teachers and practitioners from pioneer schools and entails 4 strands, each of equal importance. Its aim is to develop digital skills through a range of subjects. In my classroom I would allow children to do their homework with their devices and for them to share their findings to the rest of the class (Donaldson 2015). They could also report their news back to the class, something they did over the weekend or a particular topic they are interested in. A sensitive approach would have to be undertaken as not all children have computer or digital vices at the home, therefore for all children to participate time would be set to ensure all children had the opportunity to explore the computers, iPad, etc. Another area I would adopt within my classroom is the “Dojo”.  A ClassDojo is a communication app. The app enhances communication between teachers, parents and students. Teachers can award “Dojo’s” as rewards for different areas. It ranges from many reasoning from behaviour to basic hard work and effort. Children are able to nominate a person to receive a dojo and if the teacher feels that the child no longer deserves the reward then it can be taken off. Parents can connect to the app and see wat their child has had a dojo for. This app was a huge success in the school where I went to observe. The feedback was that parents found it extremely useful as it acted as a “keep in touch” and if they had busy lives as they were working, they would still be able to view what their child done as teachers can upload videos of what they had been doing. 
Outdoor area
Outdoor learning plays a fundamental part in a childs life. Some children may struggle with the day to day routine of the classroom therefore taking the teaching outside has many benefits. If I was teaching time, I would take the children outside and have them to draw huge clocks on the ground with chalk to make learning fun. Ideally the outdoor area would be a large ‘garden like’ area for the children to go and explore the great outdoors. Whether this was digging up worms or doing a nature trail. This could be followed up within the classroom. Discussion of findings and they could investigate further with books, computers etc.  Nature presents numerous chances for children to investigate the great outdoors. A sense of calm and ambience will filter through the outdoor learning within my class structure. According to (Arnold 2010) working outdoors reduces stress levels in both children and adults. Moods are improved and a boost in concentration is lifted in children. A child may also become more engaged in their school activities in general.  
Another benefit to outdoor learning is that it has health benefits for children. Health and well being are linked closely. Physical Education maybe taught outside. They may help a child with confidence especially if they do not like the confide space within a classroom. Obesity has become and increasing problem within the United Kingdom, if children spend short spells in the outdoors eve if this involves walking, it all helps towards becoming a healthier person. 
Worry box
In my classroom I would have a worry box which enables children to write down any important messages whether it is a small worry such as worrying about not being able to do a piece of work or a larger worry that effects them in school and / or at home. Understandably some children cannot write so I would ensure I had a ‘circle time’ session at least once a week. I feel very passionate about nurturing a child due to being a parent. I want my pupils to feel a warm welcome within the classroom and would ensure them that they should feel comfortable coming to speak to me about anything regardless of the situation. I am aware of the sensitive information a child may disclose. The appropriate action would be taken when necessary. In my circle time session, I would teach the children the importance of turn taking and respecting other people’s feelings or stories they may decide to share with the rest of the class. According to Bruce (2012) circle time is described as a vehicle for learning, as it adapts a sense of community. Circle time does not discriminate and supports children of different developmental stages. A sense of belonging is at the core and can be a great benefit to welcome new children to the class. 
Role Play 
I believe play to be at the core of a child’s initial learning. Play is beneficial aspect of a childs development. (Scarlett et al 2005) suggest that play is good for many areas of a childs development such as physical, emotional, cognitive and social. Several theorists believe that play is difference to children development but in different ways. Vygotsky cited in Doherty 2009 describes play as an important role in building up mental structures. Vygotsky believes the learning of play takes form through socialising and the language associated with that is fundamental (Johnson 2009). I would have a large role play area for the children in my class. Incorporating outfits/ items to the theme. I was also research what items the children want by speaking to them. There would be no gender stereotyping and both boys and girls would be encouraged to dress up freely. Role play can also be a cross-curricula in the form of numeracy and literacy, this can be combined with expressive art.
Conclusion
Throughout this assignment the link between language, communication and pupil and teacher interaction has been evident. Pedagogical principles were clearly stated through the views and work of Vygotsky. The teacher used effective scaffolding throughout the observation showing flexibility and creativity. All which steers to a successful teacher. In order to comply with the new curriculum, I incorporated some of the areas into my ideal learning environment. Children of the future should be given the opportunity to be creative, ambitious, capable and confident learners. All areas of learning can be cross- curricula and regimental teaching no longer needs to exist. Not all children are academically intelligent therefore seeing a child as an individual is key. Emphasise should be more on longer term outcomes rather than short term targets. If a child does meet a certain target within a specific timeframe, it purely reinforces that all children are different, unique individuals who will all flourish and succeed at different times. Celebrate all areas of learning and experience. As a trainee teacher entering the new era of the Donaldson curriculum, I am eager to explore all areas of learning and encourage the young generation and instil in their minds that anything is possible. The world it their oyster.  
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