[bookmark: _GoBack]HOW THE ENVIRONMENT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD

[bookmark: _Int_uYFgeUp7][bookmark: _Int_jF378Y9y][bookmark: _Int_AwLjlTLB][bookmark: _Int_rkgRPSli][bookmark: _Int_TOgQgyl7][bookmark: _Int_Rd9xAnNT]As inhabitants of this planet, culture is shaped by the environment creating beliefs and behaviours and vice versa. Some of these can be viewed as being learned through generational teachings or through interaction with the direct environment. This paper aims to highlight the culture of three quite distinct groups in relation to their environment and to see if internal environment has an impact on the culture that manifests in how they exist in the external environment. The Kogi, a group isolated for 400 years, until recently. The motive being a strong desire to do preserve a culture that feels responsible for the welfare of the whole planet. The Baka, a semi nomadic hunter-gatherer culture with all their needs being met from what the forest has to offer. An egalitarian culture that survived based on equality and no tolerance for displays of pride or sole authority or leadership. Modern culture, in this paper, defined by the advent of farming and agriculture resulting in a hierarchical unequal society. The promotion of personal wealth over the welfare of others and competition and how such practises impact culture.
[bookmark: _Int_PjGTe3AU][bookmark: _Int_SrAahkpI]The Kogi inhabit the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta region of Colombia. An indigenous people, living deep in mountain for the last 400 years, isolating themselves to protect their culture from the rest of the world. They “describe the correct way of relating to each other and to all life as “zhigoneshi.” It is at the heart of their cosmography.” (Ereira and Attala, 2021) Or put another way, they view “the proper relationship between humanity and the earth as symbiotic, a mutual dependency.” (Ereira and Attala, 2021). This understanding has been developed through the relationship they have created with the Mother, Aluna who they communicate with through the divination of water. A role which is carried out by the Mamos, who are males and leaders of the group who are selected at birth and rigorously trained until they are 18 years old. The Kogi have a strong hierarchical structure to their life led by the Mamas who maintain a close relationship with the Mother and see themselves as responsible to “constitute a multifaceted web or fabric of relations and flows based on the regulation of ecological balance as the maintenance of supporting cosmological structures.” (Parra Witte, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_XJL1bXuo]The Baka, living in the forests of Cameroon are hunter gatherers. Hunter gatherers traditionally hunt, forage, and fish. Taking only what they need and travelling light. Environmental impact is kept to a minimum. “Equality is achieved through direct, individual access to resources; through direct, individual access to means of coercion and means of mobility which limit the imposition of control; through procedures which prevent saving and accumulation and impose sharing.” (Woodburn, 2008) This is important for survival of the group. Like other similar groups around the world these groups have survived in this way for many thousands of years but only in recent history has their survival been affected by outsiders with the introduction of farming and logging. These industries have destroyed the land forcing the Baka to retreat into marginal areas of land and the wildlife to retreat further into the forest. Without the means to survive, they have been forced to accept work with the farmers and this in exchange for an illegal alcohol the consumption of which is causing increased violence in the men and the women and children are also drinking it. What was once a peaceful egalitarian culture is evolving into a listless, with little choice and open to exploitation. 
[bookmark: _Int_NVgIzU2a][bookmark: _Int_7ghrRmw6][bookmark: _Int_SaaOOFRt][bookmark: _Int_VwqicrTq]With modern culture, there is freedom and wealth. But on closer inspection, it is evident there are an elite few that have extreme wealth and many who are on the poverty line. Some groups have expressed concern about “how much richer they are than everyone else. In recent decades, surging wages for top earners – and stagnation of pay for low earners – has widened the gulf between the haves and have-nots.” (George, 2012). This ever-widening gap leaves for the have-nots to break the law to gain material wealth. And then there is the industries who, have stripped the earth of many of her resources through practices such as deforestation, mining for minerals, and intensive farming with little time for the earth to regenerate. These combined practices together with mass consumption and pollution have collectively contributed to the devastating environmental impact the earth is facing. Modern culture is at a critical point and needs to re-evaluate its thinking on co-existing in a living world. 
[bookmark: _Int_pB8nqHEW][bookmark: _Int_ePATsuhh]So, three quite distinct cultural attitudes to existence in their environments. The Kogi, “conveys a picture of life as a series of collaborative, cooperative relationships, which the Kogi understand as axiomatic to all living processes, including human societies.” (Ereira and Attala, 2021). This deep inner knowing, and conviction is evident in their external environment and the fact that they inherently understood self-preservation caused them to retreat 400 years ago. On the other hand, the Baka have been the victims of takeover of their land forcing a change in their environment giving them little choice but to succumb to the effects of their unfamiliar environment. “Despite these changes, the Baka continue to be a highly egalitarian society characterized by respect for the autonomy of every individual (including children) and the extensive sharing of goods and services” Joiris (1998, quoted in Gallois et al, 2018, p. 442 - 463). Modern culture may have much to learn from its ancestors in creating a balanced culture that considers not only the welfare of the population but also extends to the health of the planet in which we live.
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Footnotes
Zhigoneshi - collaborative co-operation, the mutual exchange necessary for living entities to prosper
[bookmark: _Int_0OU2W5Jq]Foreigners – people alien to an area
