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Introduction 
Blended learning - a way of studying a subject that combines being taught in class with the use of different technologies, including learning over the internet - (blended-learning noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation, and usage notes | Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary at OxfordLearnersDictionaries.com, 2021)
In this evaluation I will compare two distinct types of learning and in conclusion will provide my opinion of the two. The focus is an analysation on the two types of learning. The research methods used are a mix of online library sourcing and physical library sourcing. Being a student currently enrolled on a higher education course I am participating in classroom learning whilst some of my classmates are participating in the same course but instead, they are learning from home, and all our class materials are online from the library to the way we correspond with our tutors. This is known as Blended learning. I aim to list both the pros and cons of each learning type and hopefully successfully recommend what I believe to be the more effective type of learning based on an educated researched opinion. As it stands before conducting any research on the relevant topics, having been a student for the best part of my life, I have participated in classroom learning for as long as I can remember, I believe this to be the best way to learn with face-to-face communications and interactions with fellow students. 

1.i pros and cons of blended learning  
One important advantage of blended learning is the environment it creates for students, the ability to speak with multiple students on one learning platform from the comfort of your own home, this is increasingly beneficial for students that struggle to interact face to face, students that suffer social anxiety issues, learning difficulties and many other face to face interaction issues. In 2017 Jacques Lechosław and Xavier Ethan conducted numerous studies to determine whether blended learning had a positive outcome or not. One of these studies did in fact show that “a more conducive atmosphere” was provided for the lesser proficient students online, this allowed the more proficient students to offer corrections and help. Another study was also conducted alongside this which focused however on the effects of corrections in class, a result of this study suggested that “face-to-face corrections done in the classroom may prompt more negotiations between learners” (Lechosław. & Xavier. 2017) this study shows that people seem to interact more in person than online which would be a positive outcome of classroom learning, not so much for blended learning. 
1.ii Impact of COVID 19 on learning.
This research however can be argued as since then the entire world has experienced COVID 19 Restrictions, these restrictions have massively impacted how we learn and in effect have forced a lot of institutions to evolve and adapt a new method of learning. In March 2020 in Germany social distancing measures were implemented this brought the training of cognitive behaviour therapists on their way to graduation came to an abrupt halt. This provided a problem for Germany as a large amount of their healthcare system relied on the profession for the implementation of CBT. As a matter of emergency, a blended online learning environment was created to solve this issue. A variation of online lectures and learning materials were put into play to help those training in CBT to finish and graduate. 5 different institutes implemented this kind of learning in Germany. At the end of their courses both online and classroom learners were asked to fill out a satisfaction and didactic quality evaluation. These results concluded that online training for CBT students is sufficient and occurs very little loss to the learning experience (Soll, 2021). Covid 19 has had a positive effect on the way we now learn. There are many arguments surrounding blended learning one of those being from an economical perspective.
1.iii the economic and technological impact of blended learning
 Economy is important to the infrastructure of education; it must be as economically efficient as possible, in 2016 a report was released discussing the economical Evalution of blended learning, it was suggested that ‘such inter-institutional blended learning can improve the accessibility of education by reducing travel and potentially save costs as teaching resources are shared’, however it is also stated that it demands from the educational institution many staff skills and support that may not always be available when needed, which would result in ‘costly investment in equipment’ (Mina. 2016) it is proven that the popularity of blended learning has increased however there is not yet enough statistical data on the total economic impact in comparison to that of traditional classroom learning. In 2021 a study was conducted to explore ‘knowledge, self-efficacy, and student perceptions of BL in undergraduate nursing education’ this study proved beyond doubt that there is no difference in efficacy and knowledge or student perceptions of blended learning in comparison to traditional face to face learning, however it showed that blended learning has the potential to be ‘efficacious on a larger scale’ (Berga. 2021). Most blended learning course will use a LMS (learning management system) currently many institutions use an LMS called Moodle as does the institution I currently study at. This system is our online classroom and allows us to follow our modules at our own pace. LMS systems are the structural back bone of blended learning and without them this method of study would not be as efficient. This year a study was conducted to assess the advantages of blended learning. It required a range of students, male and female, and courses designed specifically for a blended learning approach. this study not only suggested that students that take a blended learning approach achieve a higher level of academic success but also that the flexibility of blended learning courses allows for students to be more efficient and more organised (Jost. 2021)
1.iiii Daphne Koller 
in 2012 an Israeli American scientist named daphne Koller hosted her own ted talk on “what we are learning from online education” and she stated that amazing talent could be found anywhere and raised the question that “what if the next albert Einstein is in a remote village somewhere” (Koller. 2012) access to online education allows people all over the world from all levels of society to learn and expand their credentials giving them better opportunities in life. This gives online education a major advantage over traditional classroom learning.

2.i pros and cons of classroom learning 
As the education world slowly changes for what seems the better, it raises the question is blended learning more efficient than classroom learning? Does blended learning provide the same comfort and support the classroom does? And can blended learning teach the same lessons as classroom learning (punctuality, respect for others etc)? According to theclassroom.com (2021) a major advantage of classroom learning is social development. They state that social development is an important aspect in the realm of academic success. 
2.ii Technology in the classroom?
In 2012 a study was conducted comparing the advantages and disadvantages of face-to-face learning with blended learning. 23 students with various degrees partook in this study, a mixture of male and female. Some of these students participated in face-to-face learning and some attended online classes, the online classes required them to see their tutor once every two weeks, they typically spent 10 hours a week studying. The face-to-face classes however required students to study for a range of 11-20 hours. Tutors were reported to complain stating that with the online session's audio feedback was not clear, sometimes they could not make out what students were saying and had to guess. Also, that online drawings were not as accurate. The tutor also reported that she felt her responses to students' work was less authentic online. ‘It was noticeable, also, that motivational factors in the online learning group were different from those of the classroom-based group despite these apparent similarities.’ (“A comparison of classroom and online asynchronous problem ...”) These findings all led to the conclusion that face-to-face learning is in fact more accurate and clearer when tutoring students and for blended learning to succeed it would need major technological improvements (De Jong. 2012). Three studies were conducted between a group of middle class and social class students, these studies highlighted a major disadvantage to classroom learning. This study found that normal classroom settings can ‘magnify social inequalities,’ simple everyday classroom tasks like requiring students to raise their hands to show they have achieved something or completed something, can be seen to have a ‘debilitating impact’ on the success and achievement of some working-class students (Goudeau. & Croizet. 2017) this indicates that although classroom learning may provide an advantage over a more technologically based learning type, it produces an environment in which the social class of pupils become divided. This in some cases can become detrimental to the achievements of the working class.


3. conclusion 
Having now carried out extensive research into traditional classroom learning and blended learning my opinion of the two has changed. Before this evaluation I was sure that classroom learning was the best way to study, this was partially because the years I have spent inside a classroom have been primary and secondary education. Primary and secondary classroom education is much different to higher education, and I do still believe classroom learning to be the most suitable for this level of learner. However, when we advance to higher education the needs of students change dramatically. For instance, I am currently enrolled on a course where English is not everyone's first language, this means that amongst students there is a slight communication difference. As the course we are all enrolled on is of the blended learning style I have first-hand got to experience how this is beneficial.
3.i My recommendation's based on my research.
Blended learning allows students with communication or translation issues to communicate with the tutor online and other students. It also allows people of different academic abilities to work at their own pace as all materials are online and students have the freedom to access them whenever they please. The online aspect of blended learning allows students to replay lessons whenever they need to recap or if they did not properly understand any of the work, this aspect  gives blended learning the upper hand on traditional classroom learning, as when learning in the classroom you have to physically take notes and if you miss something or do not understand something you will then have to politely disrupt the class and ask the teacher to go over it again, that is of course assuming you have the time to go over it again or repeat what was said. The task of physically taking notes can become very tedious and tiring this is one aspect of traditional classroom learning that is unlikely to ever change. Blended learning allows for a more efficient approach to studying where all learning materials are in one place. No more pencil cases and sharpeners, no more heavy bags filled with library books and no more searching in the library for hours for the correct book to reference. Blended learning is accessible to everyone, and help can always be found promptly online. To conclude I would say that blended learning has and advantageous hold on traditional classroom learning and as the academic world evolves so does the way we learn “the measure of intelligence is the ability to change” (Einstein). We must understand that the future requires change, it is possible that one day traditional classroom learning will be nothing more than an outdated method of study.
	
	
	



