Public Order Knowledge Check  

1. In which of the following cases will a Police Officer have a power to arrest for breach 
of the peace?
 
i. He has reasonable suspicion that a breach of the peace has been committed
ii. A breach of the peace has been committed in the Officer's presence
iii. He believes that a breach of the peace will be committed in the immediate future.
 
a) All				
b) (i) and (ii) only
c) (ii) and (iii) 			
d) (ii) only



2. A person is guilty of an offence of Section 5 Public Order Act 1986, if they:

a) Use threatening or abusive words or behaviour, or disorderly behaviour, or display any writing, sign or other visible representation which is threatening, or abusive within the sight or hearing of a person likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress thereby
b) Use abusive words or behaviour, or disorderly behaviour, or display any writing, sign or other visible representation which is threatening, abusive or insulting within the sight or hearing of a person likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress thereby
c) Use threatening or abusive words or behaviour, or display any writing, sign or other visible representation Within the sight or hearing of a person likely to be caused harassment, alarm or distress thereby
d) Use disorderly behaviour, or which is threatening, abusive Within the sight or hearing of a person likely to be caused alarm or distress thereby.




3. LLOYD places posters of a racist nature in the front window of his house, which is situated in a private road. The house is not overlooked and is in a secluded area of the road. In relation to Section 4a of the Public Order Act 1986, what statements (on this information alone) would be true? 

a) At least one person would have to be caused alarm, harassment or distress as a result of the threatening, abusive or insulting nature of the posters
b) It doesn’t matter whether anyone is caused alarm, harassment or distress, only that REARDON intends this
c) A constable could arrest LLOYD if he was found committing this offence but only after he failed to remove the posters after being first warned
d) No offence has been committed, a private road is not a public place.





4. Under Common Law, who may make an arrest for a breach of the peace and where may they make it?

a) Only a Police Officer may arrest for a breach of the peace and only in a public place
b) Only a Police Officer may arrest for a breach of the peace, either in a public or private place
c) Any person may arrest for a breach of the peace but only in a public place
d) Any person may arrest for a breach of the peace, either in a public or private place
e) You are called to a neighbour dispute and on arrival in the street see TURVEY walking up and down the pavement carrying a poster stating that his neighbour WILLIAMS is a child molester.





5. JONES uses threatening language towards LIMES with the intention of causing him to fear unlawful violence.  LIMES is not threatened by this behaviour. LIMES is in a dwelling and JONES wishes to enter. 

In relation to Section 4 of the Public Order Act 1986, which of the following is correct? 
 
a) JONES has committed the offence regardless of whether limes feels threatened
b) JONES has committed the offence, but only if someone else witnesses the behaviour
c) JONES has not committed the offence, because LIMES was not actually threatened
d) JONES has not committed the offence, because LIMES was inside the dwelling.

