What are the key social elements that impact on a learner's ability to access education? 
There are many elements that may affect a learner’s ability to be able to access education. One element may be poverty. Poverty means to be deprived of money which results in a person not being able to provide themselves with the necessities they need in life for example food, clean clothing. There is thought to be different types of poverty.  The first type of poverty is ‘absolute poverty’. This is described to be where someone lacks significant resources compared to the “average” person.  When someone is in absolute poverty, they are deemed to not be able to have their basic needs meet, for example, going hungry, no access to safe drinking water, poor health, lack advices from professionals and no education. This can be seen as an element that impacts education as people that are living in absolute poverty may not have any qualifications as they may have had to leave school before the age of sixteen to get a job. This may be common with people that left school with no qualifications may find it difficult to be able to in to further education now. This is because they may not have enough qualifications or money to be able to fund their education. Although there are systems in place to help students to pay for their courses, there may still be the additional costs of resources to complete their studies, these could be text books, stationary or even a computer, as most work is completed online. 
Another type of poverty is ‘social exclusion’ which is a new term used by the government.  The Prime Minister described social exclusion as "a shorthand label for what can happen when individuals or areas suffer from a combination of linked problems such as unemployment, poor skills, low incomes, poor housing, high crime environments, bad health and family breakdown". (The House of Commons Scottish Affairs Committee, 2014) 
Social exclusion can also be focused on the social class you come in. This may be lower class, working class, middle class and upper class.  social classes can affect the way someone thinks about themselves. This is because if they do not have a lot of money then they may feel as though they are unable to achieve something that is associated with someone of a higher class. This could be related to a job opening or even what someone may want to wear. This can also affect someone’s decision on whether they want at attend education.  
This may be because within the social class it is seen that people in poverty don’t work and just want to live off benefits instead of trying to support themselves. Someone who lives with in the lower class may wish to return to education but may struggle as they are a one parent family. This could be because they may not have anyone to care for their child, this may also be because they don’t have enough money to put the child in with a career. 
The equality act states that “The Equality Act 2010 protects children, young people and adults against discrimination, harassment and victimisation in relation to housing, education, clubs, the provision of services and work.”  By the equality act being in place it makes it easier for people to be able to do what they want to do in life without anyone stopping them because of their religion, skin colour, sex and many more. This can have an advantage for people living in poverty as it means that someone cannot be turned away from an education just because what their life maybe like at home and what their financial status. 
To prevent people living in poverty feeling as though they are unable to access any serves it is important that they can accuses support and advice. This is because people with in the education setting may be able to help them with understanding how the financial side of things work. They may also be able to help as they could with providing information on child care and help the parent in to receiving child care grants. By putting measures in place, it can help someone to turn their life around and hopefully inspire them to achieve things with in their life.  
Another reason why someone may feel as though they don’t want to join back in to education is that they are worried that because there might be something different about them that their be accepted because of their differences or possibly because they may have had a bad experience from when they were previously in education, this could be because of their age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation. 
Within Australia the schools are working on being more supportive to all students and helping them to achieve a happy education. “Classroom teachers are overwhelmingly supportive of cultural diversity, multicultural education and strategies to combat racism and discrimination” (Forrest. J, 2015) this could be an effective way as it is helping to educate children about racism. It is important that children are aware that everybody is equal no matter what. If this is brought in to more schools, then it could give more children a happy education as it could be less likely that they will be bullied and fell less anxious to go in to new situations.
If people are educated about racism as children, then they could take that through with them to adult hood. For someone that may want to be re-entering back in to education if they had a happy education in their childhood it could make the decision a whole lot easier for them as they had a good opportunity the last time. 
Within the equality act it states, “encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to participate in public life or in any other activity in which participation by such persons is disproportionately low.” (legislation.org.uk, 2010) this may seem that the government believe that making someone feel bad because of their race is not right. I could also seem that by flowing what Australians do and teaching children about it may also prevent it from occurring as often. It could also mean that if this is the case it could give more people the feeling of freedom to do what they want to as they do not feel restricted. 
To help prevent racism stopping someone from entering education it could be important to make sure people are aware of different races. It could also help to make people aware of how it makes others feel when they are being singled out from the colour of their skin or the way they talk etc. This could happen by education and incorporating the effects of racism in to everyday lives. This could be effective as there can be lot of things with in the media such as terrorist attacks that could influence them to think differently.  
Within the UK to help with racism there is a campaign called “show racism the red card”.  It is a charity which aims to help educate people about the effects of racism and that there is no need for it. “The majority of the campaign’s output is the delivery of education to young people and adults in their schools, their workplaces and at events held in football stadiums.”.  (Grebby. G, 2018), this seems to be indicating that racism dose not only take place from within school but also occurs within the work place too.  
As well as racism stopping people from attending education there can also be other types of discrimination that can affect someone's decision to attend education. Someone could also be discriminated against because of their sexual orientation.  This can affect someone opinion of their education due to the way they were treated within their school life. For example, most people start to find themselves and figure out who they want to be in life when they are in their teenage year. This can be quite difficult for someone who may see themselves as gay. This is because to some people it can be seen as shameful and that it should not occur. As this can be an issue for some people it can cause them to say horrible thing and also do horrible things to people.
If someone was gay and they experienced this sort of treatment they may feel like it could potentially happen again if they were to go in further education. It is important that people that do not feel comfortable with going in to education because of past experiences are told about the support they can receive. Within most colleges and university there are someone LGBT community groups where everyone can get together and talk about themselves and reach out for advice. 
It is important that everyone is aware that according to the equality act “eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by or under this Act;” this means if they were to be treated like they were when they were in school then they have the right to report them as they are not treating them equally and fairly. It is important that not only with LGBT but with other groups to that if they feel as though they should be treated better than they should be given the chance to speak how they feel and also something should be done about the other person.
To help prevent others views on what someone's sexual orientation should be affecting their education it could be helpful for someone to give support to children when they are in comprehensive school. This is because everyone is finding themselves out and this is where the child could get bullied and could the effect the rest of the child's life decisions.  
Overall it seems to be clear that there are many reasons as to why someone may not be wanting to return to education. One reason that seems to occur often is people worrying about education being the same as when they were in school. For someone that may have not had an easy school life this can be difficult. this is because they may still think that people are going to reacted in the same way as they did before.
It also seems clear that although the equality act is in places to make sure that everyone is included no matter what. This is helpful for when someone that is in education as they are not allowed to discriminate against someone, but this is not the case with in the wider community. Some people may have a strong opinion as to how they feel should be living in their country, or that same sex people shouldn’t be able to have a relationship. Everyone has a right to an opinion, but they should not use their opinion to effect someone else is life. This is because from what might seem as one small comment can have an impact on what someone may choose to do with their life such as returning to education. 
As well as many things preventing people from returning to education, there also seems to be a lot of campaigns trying to promote and support people to not let them feel victimised. This is done through campaigns such as show racism the red card. For someone who may face racism with in their everyday life or childhood then this campaign can give them a positive feeling about attending education, this is because they will feel like someone is with them for who they are and not against them as they may be slight differences about them.  This can also be seen through universities and colleges having LGBT communities with in their campuses.  
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