What insights does your chosen source offer regarding the history of slavery and/or abolition? Level 6 students’ answers should also comment on the importance of the gender of their chosen author.
The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass delivers significant insight regarding the history of slavery. Fredrick Douglas was a born a slave and escaped to freedom in the North, his life is an important source as it highlights the treatment of slaves. Also due to his feminist views in his writings there is some acknowledgment to the trials and tribulations of female slaves. Although as Fredrick is a male the source mainly focuses on the experience of a male slave rather than a female, which is important as Winifred Jones points out “gender influenced even the way in which bondage was experienced”[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Winifred Morgan, ‘Gender-Related Difference in the Slave Narratives of Harriet Jacobs and Frederick Douglass’, American Studies, 35.2 (1994), 73-94 (p. 74).  ] 

Important to note about Fredrick Douglas is that he was mixed race he had a black mother and a white father though he did not know who his father was. This is important as it details the family dynamics of a slave would have been subjected to. Though in the text he suggests, “that my master was my father”[footnoteRef:2] his parentage is left unknown to what he equates to the fact that a slave master would not want to outline their infidelity to their wives. Furthermore, having their slaves also be their children could bring a spitefulness from their master’s wife. Also important to note is that Douglas does not know his own birthday nor, “have never met a slave who could tell of his birthday”[footnoteRef:3]. This is significant as it presents that slaves were not viewed as people as they were not given birthdays, it also implies this as if a slave knew their age if their master sold them saying that they were a younger age they could perhaps get more money as it implies they have longer to live and therefore to work. Douglas also states how he did not have a relationship with his mother and scarcely saw her before she died. This seems to be another tactic by the slave masters to make the slaves lives solely about work and therefore to keep them focused on work they took away family relations as it may provide distractions. As Stephen M. Weissman points out, one of the most important aspects of slavery was, “its disruptive and the destructive impact on the traditional family unit”[footnoteRef:4].  [2:  Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, (Boston: Anti-Slavery Office, 1845) p.2.]  [3:  Ibid p. 1.]  [4:  Stephen M. Weissman, ‘Frederick Douglass, Portrait of a Black Militant, A Study in the Family Romance’, The Psychoanalytic Study of the Child, 30.1 (1975), 725-751. ] 

Douglas spends time to also talk about slave songs which could be said to inspire the blues of the Harlem Renaissance. These were songs sung by the slave in sombre tone or jovial but each left a lasting effect and each had the lyrics of a sad song. Douglas impresses upon the reader the importance of slave songs as he, “thought that the mere hearing of those songs would do more to impress some minds with the horrible character of slavery”[footnoteRef:5]. Therefore, this is similar to blues which theatre scholar, Larry Neal points out,  “were shaped in the context of social and political suppression”[footnoteRef:6]. Slaves may have also done this as it was one of the only ways they could express themselves as they could not talk back to their masters and were also not allowed to read or write. It also linked back to their African heritage as music was a key part of life as seen in Olaudah Equiano who describes his childhood in Africa describing it as “a nation of dancers, musicians and poets”[footnoteRef:7].  [5:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, p. 13-14. ]  [6:  Larry Neal , 'The Ethos of the Blues', The Black Scholar, 3.10, (1972), 42-48.]  [7:  Olaudah Equiano, The life of Olaudah Equiano, or, Gustavus Vassa, the African, (Boston: I. Knapp, 1837) p. 11. ] 

Douglas’ work also gives an insight to the difference between work in rural and urban settings, as well as the differences in the experiences of slavery depending on the gender of the slave. As he is worked to collapsing in the rural setting and given dangerous jobs to perform. Whereas, in the urban setting he is treated somewhat better as a slave as nobody wanted to be seen as cruel or not have a properly dressed slave as it would reflect badly on the owner. However, as he points out this was not always the case as some slaves were treated just as horribly in the urban setting as the rural presented by the neighbours slaves in the urban setting who are starved and whipped daily, interestingly these slaves were women that this happened to and not Douglas who was a boy. Douglas also points out how he felt sympathy for female slaves, as they were taken advantage of by their masters and as he reports of a slave called “Caroline”[footnoteRef:8] was bought as what is described as a “breeder”[footnoteRef:9] to have children so they could be slaves as well. Thus portraying how women were treated as essentially livestock to be bred and for the masters pleasure and seem to face as well as the hardships the male slaves faced but also sexual harassment from their masters. As Douglas points out as the mixed race children of the masters faced persecution so would the mothers as depicted by Harriet Jacob and her experience of fending off advances of her male master and the jealousy of her mistress.  [8:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, p.62 ]  [9:  Ibid. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion Fredrick Douglas’ narrative of his life gives significant insight into the family dynamics of a slave and why this was the case. He also gives insight into the importance of music which carried on after the abolition of slavery in the Harlem Renaissance which gave rise to the musical genres of the blues and jazz. Also he points out the differences of the experience between male and female slaves which is important to note that they faced different challenges during slavery.
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