Raymond Mears
Early life
Raymond Mears born on February the 7th 1964 is a woodsman, instructor and author who grew up in the North Downs of the South East of England; here he discovered countryside full of wildlife where he developed his bushcraft and survival techniques.  Ray Mears was very close to his schools judo teacher Kingsley who encouraged him to look at the world in a different way. “You don't need equipment, you need knowledge to survive in the wild" and "Maximum efficiency from minimum effort", were two of his themes. 
About Ray Mears
Over the last 20 years Ray Mears has become somewhat of an authority and household name when it comes to bushcraft and survival techniques with his many television series and books which include; Ray Mears’ Bushcraft, Ray Mears’ World of Survival, and The Survival Handbook, and Essential Bushcraft.  In the popular television series’ Ray Mears travels to every corner of the world, demonstrating the different techniques he has learned to survive each hostile environment, along his travels he has become accepted into many of the Earth’s first Nations by conversing through bushcraft.  The survival hand book is one of Ray Mears’ first books which cover shelter building, fires and friction fire lighting, cooking and the plants that can be used, this an essential and invaluable asset to any outdoorsman and or backpacker. 
Ray Mears also founded Woodlore; the school of wilderness and bushcraft in 1983 at the age of 19, and has been teaching ever since, “to enable others to drink at the well of bushcraft” as he puts it. Woodlore began as a small group being taught by Ray himself but with his ambition and perseverance it is now a world-renowned and highly respected school.  Woodlore continues to lead the field through a small team of passionate and committed professionals; it has since broadened its curriculum and range through developing its very own outdoor clothing and camping equipment. 
Ray's Philosophy on Bushcraft
‘Bushcraft liberates and empowers. It re-acquaints man with nature and his roots and provides an escape from the shackles of modern life. Bushcraft is about being practical and resourceful. Rather than teach ten things, teach one which can be put to use in a wide variety of environments. Bushcraft is not a sentimental retreat into the past, a re-enactment of Aboriginal life, an exercise in Rambo-style machoism, or a cult-like spiritual experience. Ray teaches but doesn't preach. He encourages people to open their eyes and see for themselves, to enjoy their own personal sense of wonder and discovery. He is merely a guide, passing on his knowledge.’
‘Ray is perhaps the foremost expert in his field - certainly the well-travelled; yet people are often surprised to see him rolling up his sleeves and getting stuck in with those that are enjoying Bushcraft for the first time. Nothing pleases him more than to see a student reaching beyond their own expectation of themselves, challenging their own beliefs about the world around them as they see it anew through the eyes of Bushcraft, what Ray calls "The art of the possible."’[1]
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