


Contents
Task 1: Mind Map of Ideas	2
Task 2: Research Proposal	3
Task 3: Ethics Form	12
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.	22
1	22
Full risk assessment completed and appended?	22
Yes	22
☐	22
No	22
☒	22
Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method	28
Task 5: Draft Research Questions	29
Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method	32
References	33



Task 1: Mind Map of Ideas The Impact of mental health on criminal behaviour.

Studies have found that the dysregulation of emotion may be one of the ways in which mental illness can contribute to violent and even criminal behaviour. Webermann and Brand (2023) state that there are higher rates of violent and victimisation tendencies in those with mental illness.

The Death Penalty 

Bridges (2022) wrote that the death penalty has been around for thousands of years all around the world.  there are legal accounts from pre-Christian times which stipulated that the use of the death penalty was used in countries such as China, Babylon, Egypt and other countries including Rome and Greece.






Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2021) wrote that with the lack of progress within the criminal justice system there are thousands of people who suffer with mental illness are coming into the system, but this means that their needs are being missed at every single stage. Together UK (no date) stated that there is more than 70% of the UKs prison population who are experiencing some form of mental distress.


History Extra (2019) stated that from times as early as the Anglo Saxons leading up until 1965 when the death penalty was eventually abolished, the main form of capital punishment that was used was hanging. 
in the later part of the 13th century the act of hanging eventually morphed into the ceremonialist practice of being hung, drawn and quartered.







Buckley (No Date) discussed that even in recent years that there has been an enormous shift in the public’s perception towards mental health, luckily it has helped increase understanding on a national level. It is now because of this people are more comfortable talking about mental health.



The Human Rights Act helped to formally abolish the death penalty in the UK. This meaning that anybody from a public official or even the police and courts cannot execute someone or even sentence them to death as a punishment for the acts they have committed.


Research Ideas





Death By Dangerous Driving.

Wild (2023) discussed that the Police, Crime sentencing, and Courts Act 2022 made the decision to increase the maximum penalty for causing the death of a person by driving dangerously. This increased from a maximum of 14 years to life imprisonment.

Death by dangerous driving is classed as a serious motoring offence, this in itself can have extreme implications throughout the judicial system. St Pauls Chambers (2022) wrote that the sentences and penalties for this type of offence can vary depending on the magnitude of the accident.





Haisley (2022) wrote that on the 10th of May 2022, it was announced by the government that they were bringing forward changes that impacted the penalties helping them meet their longstanding responsibility to ensure that the courts are given the powers they need to deal with these types of offences.

As Discussed by Stuart Miller Solicitors (no date) there is a legal threshold that must be met for a conviction for death by dangerous driving. There has to be proof that the defendant did in fact cause the death of the victim by the way they were driving and if it was dangerous.
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
	NAME: 
Chloe Clark 
	 ID No.: 2207404

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Dangerous Driving and the effects on people in and around it.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Objective 1-
Critically evaluate the protection afforded to families impacted by dangerous driving in England and Wales.

Objective 2-
Identify prevalence of dangerous driving in England and Wales and the families impacted.

Objective 3-
Compare and contrast old and new law.
Evaluate public perception (on current law).


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

The offence of dangerous driving is described by the Metropolitan Police (no date) is when a driver falls way below the lowest level that is expected from a driver who is competent and careful, this includes any behaviour that could potentially but others or the driver themselves in danger. 
Uddin (no date) wrote that dangerous driving is a broad offence which is self- explanatory, it can include things from speeding to ignoring things such as traffic lights or even using your phone while driving, however dangerous driving offences are very different to careless driving offenses. 
Kang & Co Solicitors (2023) stated that under S,3 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 if a person who is driving a mechanically propelled vehicle on either a road or a public place without the correct attention or due care and without reasonable consideration for the other people using the place or road, this means that they are guilty of an offence.
The literature that is based around this topic covers a vast number of areas; Hutcheon Solicitors (no date) discussed that following the tragic death of a family member that is caused by a person’s dangerous driving. The driver or even a cyclist that is charged with the offence are liable for the victim’s family to claim compensation and file for criminal charges which potentially lead to imprisonment.  The Road Victims Trust (2022- 2023) stated that it is a charity which is dedicated to supporting people who are affected by the grief and trauma of a death or a serious or even life changing injury which are caused on the road. 
Families of the victims that are involved in fatal road traffic collisions are assigned a police family liaison officer Thompsons Solicitors (no date) stated that this is to provide the families with emotional support as well as guidance for the family while the investigation is ongoing. 
Clark (2023) wrote that in England and Wales in 2022/23 there were 4,851 dangerous driving offences alone whereas in the previous year there were 4,112, the surveying time period for this was from April 1st, 2008, to March 31st, 2023.
Key driving statistics according to David Phillips & Partners (2024) were at an increase of 64% involving death or serious injury through unlawful driving. 
The old laws involving death by dangerous driving under the Road Traffic Act 1988 were abolished and replaced with the offence of causing death by dangerous driving within section 1 of the Road Traffic Act 1991. 
The Road Traffic Act 1988 as stated in Legislation.gov 2024, stated that in subsections 1 and 2 of the RTA 1988 that the word “Dangerous” typically refers to endangerment which is injury to any person or even serious damage to property. In the case of dangerous driving this refers to the driver in question falling below the expected standards set out for drivers.
Legislation.gov 2024 stated that under the Road Traffic Act 1991 the penalties for causing the death of someone while driving can include penalties such as imprisonment, a driving ban and even a criminal record.
Blaser Mills Law (no date) explained that causing death by dangerous driving under S,2 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 was a chargeable offence with a maximum prison sentence of 14 years, this also includes a minimum driving disqualification of two years upon the conviction a compulsory extended retest will also be ordered. Before the sentencing council’s guidelines were introduced the sentence for causing death by dangerous driving could vary depending on the circumstances of the case but also down to the judge’s discretion, these guidelines were introduced to help provide more consistency within the sentencing guidelines.
As of 2022 The Police Crime, Sentencing and courts Act 2022 increased the sentence for causing death by dangerous driving from a maximum of 14 years imprisonment to life, UK Parliament (2023) published the revised sentencing guidelines for motoring offences, and this included death by dangerous driving.
The changes in the law were aimed to help promote safer roads for those who use it, reviewing laws which helps to address the many challenges of road safety.
(yet another blogging barrister, 2022) discussed that when sentencing it often involves the damage done with the accountability of the person who has committed such an act, in some cases this can be very easy. When a court passes a sentence, it is important that they follow the relevant guidelines that are set out and can only with good reason go beyond these.
The public’s perception of death by dangerous driving can vary, most people view this are a very serious offence which deserves the harshest punishment. Sentencing Council (2019) wrote that the research carried out which included a survey of 2,000 adults that are representatives of England and Wales population. It helped to provide insight to what the public’s attitude is like toward understanding the system and helps them to suggest how to help the council might reinforce and improve the public’s confidence. 
IAM Road Smart (no date) showed that from the survey of almost 2,00 road users, it found that nearly 80% of respondents agreed that there should be a whole new offence for causing serious injury by careless driving. 
Many of those who responded thought that the maximum sentence wasn’t nearly enough for causing the death of someone by driving dangerously, almost 50% of respondents felt that the penalty was not set at the right level for such an offence.
Sentencing council (2019) stated that many of the public felt that the punishment for serious crimes such as rape and death by dangerous driving are far too lenient, the confidence and the peoples thought on the effectiveness of the criminal justice system were varied according to certain demographic factors and their involvement.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Tenny Et Al (2022) wrote that qualitative research is a type of research that is used to explore and help provide a deeper insight into real world problems. 
UK Research and Innovation (no date) discussed that qualitative methods are a more scientific, they focus on the different aspects of people’s lives, it takes into account how they understand others’ beliefs and behaviours as well as their own. 
Qualitative methods can be used to study the experiences within more vulnerable populations, NHS England (no date) stated that some of the advantages of qualitative research, they are flexible and can be adapted by the person doing the research throughout the course of the project, some forms of qualitative research such as interviews can be empowering for the participants it helps to emphasise that they are being listened to, this makes them feel better about participating rather than them being asked questions that other people have come up with. 
 Quantitative research methods are more often focused and fast and based on more scientific and relatable. As stated by Adam R. (2023) quantitative research is a really powerful tool as it aims to capture real and measurable data this being in the form of figures and numbers.
Sreekumar (2023) discussed that quantitative research methods are used to distinguish the types of events that have affected a particular group of individuals. It helps to conduct research with larger groups through things such as questionnaires it allows them to interoperate the results from the data that is collected.
Longe (Jul 27th) wrote that a survey method is a process used as a tool to gather information, survey methods can be both qualitative or quantitative this is dependent on the type of research and the types of data that will be gathered by the end of the research.
Oncol (2015) stated that surveying methods has historically always used larger population-based data with the primary purpose being to obtain information which describes characteristics from a large sample of individuals in a quick amount of time.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Sampling framework in quantitative research is about selecting a sample of the research from a larger part of the population. Faster Capital (no date) stated that sampling framework helps to reduce sampling bias, it helps to ensure that all members of the population are given an equal chance of being included. In more recent years as stated by Tay (2023) data has increased in volumes and is growing at a spectacular rate, there are key requirements for effective sampling it must be ensured that all the samples must be investigated and must be a representative of the relevant parts of the population as a whole, it helps the researcher make efficient use of all resources with the selected sampling which is kept at a manageable size, this is all while maintaining the ethics of the study.
The one disadvantage that stands out in probability sampling is the fact that it requires access to a sampling frame, and this may not always be available. Java T Point (no date) stated that due to the simplicity of the sampling technique it means that it doesn’t require a technical expertise, as it is not very long and doesn’t require a complex knowledge.
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL
	RESEARCH STUDENTS
This form is to be completed by the student within SIX months for full-time students and TWELVE months for part time students, after the commencement of the research degree or following progression to Part Two of your course. 

Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).

This document is also available in Welsh.


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  






SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Chloe Clark

	2
	Tick all boxes that apply:
	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	3
	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	University Trinity Wales St David


	4
	Campus:
	Swansea Business Campus


	5
	E-mail address:
	2207404@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	6
	Contact Telephone Number:
	07379053787


	
	For students:

	7
	Student Number:
	2207404

	8
	Programme of Study:
	BA Law and Criminology

	9
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Laura Knight





SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☐	NO
	☒
	
	
	Date

	2
	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, location-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines. You may add rows to this table if needed.

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	3
	[List any other relevant documents here]
	☒



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
If there are external collaborators then you should gain consent from the contact persons to share their personal data with the university. If there are no external collaborators then leave this section blank and continue to section E.
	1
	Institution
	


	2
	Contact person name
	


	3
	Contact person e-mail address

	

	4
	Is your research externally funded?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	5
	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	6
	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	7
	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	8
	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)?
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	9
	Has permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation?
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	10
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation (this may be a copy of an email if appropriate).




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Critically Evaluate the protection afforded for families impacted by dangerous driving.

	2
	Proposed start date:
	
	Proposed end date:
	

	
	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words per section)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity

To Establish whether the public think more needs to be done with the laws around dangerous driving.


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Research Question

Dangerous Driving and the effects on people in and around it.


(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	Aims of Research Activity

· To identify the prevalence of dangerous driving in England and Wales.
· Compare and contrast old and new law.
· Evaluate the public perception on current law.
· What is the research out there?
· How is it relevant?


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
To find out how the public perceive the current and old laws and whether there should be more reform.



(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. You do not need to justify the methods here, but should instead describe how you intend to collect the data necessary for you to complete your project.

	7
	
A questionnaire available on paper and online.
A questionnaire is a great way to help collect data when doing research this is because they help to offer a more efficient way of gathering large amounts of data in a short timeframe, it helps to measure people’s opinions, questionnaires also help to provide a more structured way of allowing those who participate to respond. They can also be completed on a computer which can be more convenient. 
Focus groups are a great way to collect data as you can obtain a broader perspective from the participants and the data will be more detailed.

Participant observation is another good way to collect data as you can review the way the participants act as well as communicate with each other, it helps you to see and understand what they are doing. By being involved the data collected is better due to gaining a deeper understanding of the behaviours of the participants. 

Reviewing existing data helps to determine what specific evaluations have already taken place and can be used to filter out parts of it that did not work of could be improved, it helps to find data errors allowing them to be fixed.  Reviewing existing data is a great way to help save resources as well helping to identify trends or even gaps in the data, it is an important part of evidence-based research.

A survey is another way that can be used to collect data as it can be used to collect information from a larger number of people in a short amount of time just like a questionnaire, it is provided in more of a structured format allowing the data to remain consistent, they also help to provide insight into people’s opinions and behaviours and even their experiences.

Interviews are another great way to collect data as it is a more direct way of understanding of the participant, it’s a more interactive approach as questions can be open ended and follow up more thoroughly.

Focus groups are another great way to gather information as stated by Nyumba Et Al (2018) discussed that focus group discussions are routinely used in qualitative research as an approach that helps to gain understanding of the in-depth social issues. A focus group offers a more natural social setting allowing participants to feel comfortable expressing their opinions. B2B International (2024) stated that the focus groups make use of a small number of people who are selected carefully who will discuss a given topic, focus groups help to shed light on how people think and behave, this is done using how, what and why questions.

	

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	8
	
University 
In the community 
online

	
	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. If you live in the country where you will do the research then please state this.

	9
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	10
	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available? 

	NO
	☐

	
	
	YES
	☐

	11
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with the current data protection law of the country in question and that of England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Does your research relate to one or more of the seven aims of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015?
	
YES
	
NO

	12
	A prosperous Wales
	☐
	☒

	13
	A resilient Wales
	☐
	☒

	14
	A healthier Wales
	☐
	☒

	15
	A more equal Wales
	☐
	☒

	16
	A Wales of cohesive communities
	☐
	☒

	17
	A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
	☐
	☒

	18
	A globally responsible Wales
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any of the above, please give details:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
If there are no participants then do not complete this section, but go directly to section H.

	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☒
	☐

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other participant groups:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	


(this box should expand as you type)




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

	
	[bookmark: _Toc165631453]
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	[bookmark: _Toc165631454]1
	[bookmark: _Toc165631455]Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	[bookmark: _Toc165631456]Yes 
	☐

	
	
	[bookmark: _Toc165631458]No
	☒

	2
	Risks to participants
For example: sector-specific health & safety, emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	
	Risk to participants:


(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to participants:



(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☒
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	

(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Chloe Clark 
	Date:
30th April 2024




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.




[bookmark: _Toc165631460]Task 4: Justification of the Chosen Research Method 

To help further the research on how dangerous driving effects the people in and around it, a survey is going to be carried out with detailed yet specific questions, surveys are a great way to collect large amounts of data in a short amount of time. Jones Et Al (2013) discussed that questionnaires can be very useful while surveys need extensive planning, time and effort. When conducting a survey, it is important that a clear idea of what is wanted is in place as taking a blanket approach and asking as many questions as possible always seems like the easiest way.
Questionnaires are also a great way for a person to keep their anonymity while participating, the most common type of questionnaire as stated by the (open university) is a self- completion questionnaire, this could be from a company who is asking how their services were, questionnaires should be clear and concise this is to ensure that the participants can not only understand the questions but are then able to give a clear answer to the questions that are laid out. Keeping the questions clear and concise helps to avoid any type of confusion and even it being misinterpreted.
Surveys are seen as cost effective as if they’re able to be completed online they avoid using money to print. Cint (2022) stated that questionnaires are practical and are easy for someone to manage their target audience strategically, the same questionnaire can be used more than once to help gain valuable insights and help minimize any errors. 
To help minimize any errors when sending out surveys Aransiola (June 08) stated that most researchers will employ various types of quality control measures, this could include things such as double data entry, a more thorough data cleaning procedures and even conducting data audits so that errors can be identified and then rectified. It is important that researchers have a vigorous attention to detail ensuring that all documentation is done properly using reliable data processing tools and soft wear.
There are a few ways of using questionaries that do not require them to be completed online these are ways such as email which is a cost efficient and effect way of reaching the target audience quickly. Qualtrics Experience Management (no date) discussed that while email is an efficient way of distributing a survey another great way could be to use social media, this could be sending out alert pop ups to certain audiences which recommends the survey to them.
Surveys can also be standardised very easily and it’s a very practical and effective way to gather all sorts of information. While there are alternative research methods to using a survey such as in person interviews or focus groups, a lot more people are comfortable remaining anonymous. 
Surveys that allow the participants to remain anonymous have become a vital tool for researchers in the modern world of work, allowing them to remain anonymous helps them to remain transparent and honest. Brighthorse (2022) stated that surveys that help the responder remain anonymous have a higher rate of responses, however depending on the goals that rely on the survey with them remaining anonymous it makes it near impossible to conduct follow ups.


[bookmark: _Toc165631461]Task 5: Draft Research Questions

1. Do you drive? If so, do hold a full UK driving license?





2. How often would you say you use your car? (Please Tick Those that apply)
A. At least once a day [ ] 
B. Almost every day [ ] 
C. More than once a day [ ]  



3. Have you ever broken the Speed Limit?






4. Would you agree that speeding is dangerous? (if yes, why?)






5. Have you ever used your phone while driving? 





6. Do you think that the penalties for breaking the speed limit should be harsher? (If yes, why?)







7. Do you know what the current penalty for speeding is? (If yes, what is it?)






8. Do you know what type of things count as dangerous driving?






9. Are you aware of the penalties for driving dangerously? 






10. Did you know that young drivers are more likely to be involved in road traffic accidents? (If yes, why do you think that is?)








11. Do you think that young drivers in the UK should have to undergo extended testing before they can carry passengers in their car after they first pass?







12. Should young drivers have a curfew for the first two years of driving? 

[bookmark: _Toc165631462]Task 6: Evaluation of the Chosen Data Analysis Method 


Thematic analysis is a qualitative method of research, it helps to identify different patterns and themes in the data that is recovered. Kiger Et Al (2020) stated that while thematic analysis is widely used, it is often misinterpreted method of qualitative data analysis. It’s an extremely accessible but useful for qualitative researchers.

From what is already known from qualitative research it is great at reducing bias within the qualitative research, this method is being used more and more in the industry of social work, the efforts to help reduce criticisms of this method have increased greatly Mackieson Et Al (2018) also discussed that thematic analysis helps to provide more structure and helps to integrate reflexivity into qualitative research.
Jones (no date) expressed that thematic analysis provides opportunity for researchers to go through the data in a more analytical and thorough way thus helping with the identification of key themes and patterns, thematical analysis helps to ensure that sense is made from interviews and transcripts from focus groups.

However, just like any research method thematical analysis has limitations, Medelyan PhD (no date) stated that while an advantage of thematic analysis is that this approach to research is unsupervised, thus meaning that the categories do not need to be set in advance so that the algorithm doesn’t need to be trained. A disadvantage to a thematic approach is that with it being phrase based is that phrases cannot apprehend the real meanings from what has been said. 




[bookmark: _Toc165631463]References

Stuart Millar Solicitors (2024) A Guide to Vehicular Manslaughter in England and Wales. Available at:
https://www.stuartmillersolicitors.co.uk/vehicular-manslaughter-guide/#:~:text=The%20legal%20threshold%20for%20a,the%20death%20of%20the%20victim
(Accessed: March 10th, 2024)

Wild, J [House of Commons] (2023) Death by Dangerous Driving: Sentencing. Available at: 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2023-11-21/debates/7A43F4AB-D2D9-48C9-B950-E9AB41D1A398/DeathByDangerousDrivingSentencing#:~:text=The%20Police%2C%20Crime%2C%20Sentencing%20and,causing%20death%20by%20dangerous%20driving.
(Accessed: March 10th, 2024)



Haisley, J. (2022) Changes in Sentencing Guidelines for Dangerous Driving Offences. Available at:
https://www.stephensons.co.uk/site/blog/motoring-offence-blog/changes-in-sentencing-guidelines-for-dangerous-driving-offences
(Accessed: March 10th, 2024)


Road Peace (2017) Causing death by dangerous driving. Available at:
https://www.roadpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/RoadPeace-Sentencing-Guide-for-Bereaved-Families.pdf
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)



St Pauls Chambers (2022) What is death by dangerous driving? Available at:
https://www.stpaulschambers.com/what-is-death-by-dangerous-driving/
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)




Buckley, S. (No Date) Does having mental health problems make you violent? Accessed at:
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/news-campaigns/news/2018/feb/does-having-a-mental-health-problem-make-you-violent
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)



Together for mental wellbeing (No Date) Criminal Justice. Available at:
https://www.together-uk.org/what-we-do/services-we-provide/criminal-justice/
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)

Justice Inspectorates. (2021) Criminal justice system failing people with mental health issues- with not enough progress over the past 12 years. Available at:
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/cjji/media/press-releases/2021/11/mentalhealth2021/
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)




Webbermann, A. and Brand, B. (2023) Mental illness and violent behaviour: the role of dissociation. Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5260135/#:~:text=Studies%20find%20greater%20psychopathology%20among,violent%20and%2For%20criminal%20behavior.
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)

The British Institute of Human Rights (2022) Abolition of the death penalty. Available at:
https://www.bihr.org.uk/get-informed/what-rights-do-i-have/abolition-of-the-death-penalty
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)


	

Duff, C. (No date) The History of Hanging. Available at:
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-Art-of-Hanging/
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)




History Extra (2019) The brief history of capital punishment. Available at:
https://www.historyextra.com/period/modern/a-brief-history-of-capital-punishment-in-britain/
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)



Bridges, P. (2022) The long fight: executions and death-penalty reforms in Britain.  Available at:
https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/long-fight-executions-and-death-penalty-reforms-england#:~:text=In%201965%2C%20the%20death%20penalty,Evans%20on%2013%20August%201964.
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)

Legislation.Gov. The Road Traffic Act 1991. Available at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/40/section/1
(Accessed: March 11th, 2024)


Sentencing Council (2019) Public Confidence in sentencing and the criminal justice system. Available at:
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/publications/item/public-confidence-in-sentencing-and-the-criminal-justice-system/
(Accessed: April 30th, 2024)

Yet Another Blogging Barrister (2022) Why don’t drivers who kill always go to prison?  Available at:
https://yetanotherbloggingbarrister.wordpress.com/2022/03/10/why-dont-drivers-who-kill-always-go-to-prison/
(Accessed: April 30th, 2024)

Kiger, M. and Vaprio, L. (2020) Thematic analysis of qualitative data: AMEE Guide No. 131. Available at:
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32356468/
(Accessed: April 30th, 2024)



Aransiola, O. (2008) Processing Errors in Surveys: Causes, Effects & How to Minimize. Available at:
https://www.formpl.us/blog/processing-errors-in-surveys-causes-effects-how-to-minimize#:~:text=To%20minimize%20processing%20errors%2C%20researchers,to%20identify%20and%20rectify%20errors.
(Accessed: April 30th, 2024)

Mackieson, P. and Shlonsky, A. and Connolly, M. (2018) Increasing rigor and reducing bias in qualitative research: A document analysis of parliamentary debates using applied thematic analysis. Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326322786_Increasing_rigor_and_reducing_bias_in_qualitative_research_A_document_analysis_of_parliamentary_debates_using_applied_thematic_analysis#:~:text=By%20prioritizing%20transparency%2C%20rigor%2C%20and,to%20robust%20and%20insightful%20findings.
(Accessed: May 1st, 2024)

Jones, S. (2022) Interpreting themes from qualitative date: thematic analysis. Available at:
https://www.evalacademy.com/articles/interpreting-themes-from-qualitative-data-thematic-analysis
(Accessed: May 1st, 2024)

Nyumba, T. Wilson, K. Et Al. (2018) The use of focus group discussion methodology: insights from two decades of application conservation. Available at:
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/2041-210X.12860
(Accessed: May 1st, 2024)

Java T Point. (no date) Advantages and disadvantages of probability sampling. Available at:
https://www.javatpoint.com/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-probability-sampling
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)

Medelyan, A. PhD (No Date) What is Thematic Analysis (Plus our secret sauce on how to make it work even better) Available at:
https://getthematic.com/insights/thematic-analysis/#:~:text=The%20advantage%20of%20Thematic%20Analysis,that%20it%20is%20phrase%2Dbased.
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)
	
Bright Horse (2022) Anonymous Surveys: Advantages, Disadvantages and best practices for better responses. Available at:
https://www.brighthorse.co.uk/anonymous-surveys#:~:text=Benefit%20Of%20An%20Anonymous%20Survey&text=Most%20survey%20participants%20will%20feel,afraid%20of%20retaliation%20or%20embarrassment.
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)

Open University (2024) Using a questionnaire. Available at: 
https://help.open.ac.uk/postgraduate-study-skills/using-a-questionnaire
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)

Jones, TL. Baxter, MAJ. Khanduja, V. (2013) A quick guide to survey research. Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3964639/
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)




Oncol, J. (2015) Understanding and Evaluating survey Research. Available at:	
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4601897/#:~:text=Survey%20research%20is%20defined%20as,utilize%20various%20methods%20of%20instrumentation
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)


Longe, B. (July 27th) Survey Methods: Definitions, Types, and Examples. Available at:
https://www.formpl.us/blog/survey-methods#:~:text=A%20survey%20method%20is%20a,organization%20carrying%20out%20the%20research.
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)

Mackie, T.  Et Al (2021) The decision sampling framework: a methodological approach to investigate evidence use in policy and programmatic innovation. Available at:
https://implementationscience.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13012-021-01084-5
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)

B2B International (2024) What is a focus group? Available at:
https://www.b2binternational.com/research/methods/faq/what-is-a-focus-group/#:~:text=A%20focus%20group%20is%20a,why%2C%20what%20and%20how%20questions.
(Accessed: May 2nd, 2024)


2

image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE




