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From a global perspective and referring to local and global policies, critically discuss barriers to engagement in Education for children in one country of your choice. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK. 

This assignment will focus on the issues impacting on children being able to access education, with particular emphasis on the barriers they face including family circumstances, cultural views and financial deprivation. The writer will look into the education that is offered in the United Kingdom and compare it to the education system in Kenya, which is situated on the East coast of Africa, with a population of 46,050,000 people (UNICEF 2015). Kenya is a vast area with issues of poor sanitation, severe poverty, and famine. The country has also fallen victim to the HIV virus which contributes to the fact that  forty-nine out of one thousand children die under five years old (UNICEF  2015). The assignment will look into key policies and laws which have shaped the education system in both the UK and Kenya. At the heart of the assignment will be Article 28 from the UNCRC (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child) which came into force in 1990 -
“Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries to achieve this” UNICEF (2018).
Undoubtedly with such contrasting areas there will be a vast array of differences to be discussed, the two systems are very different along with society and cultural views or expectations of the system. In the UK, there are both state funded schools which are paid for by the Government as well as private independent schools for which parents are required to pay termly fees in order for their children to attend. The British system caters for children aged five to eighteen years of age, whom follow the National Curriculum, consisting of five key stages (HMC 2018). Some parents choose an alternative route which is to home educate their children, there are fifty – eighty thousand home educated children in the UK (Law and Parents 2018).  The Education Act 1996 states under Section 7 that “children receive an education suitable to their age ability and aptitude, as well as any special requirements he or she may have” (legislation.gov 1996). At sixteen years of age in the UK the youngster is provided with the opportunity to continue at sixth form or attend a college, depending on their GCSE results, in order to continue their education; however some choose to leave the system and look for employment. The government can be helpful in providing some students with loans or and EMA (Educational Maintenance Allowance) to help them go onto University, but this is based purely on income and eligibility.
The Welsh Government has recognised the importance of our children being made aware of issues not only going on in our country but also globally. It is important for youngsters to know about globalisation, the way in which the world is adapting, industry develops and business grows, also a crucial knowledge of basic politics and the impact these factors have on individuals. One of the ways this is addressed is through the implementation of the ESDGC (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship) in which pupils learn about the impact of conflict, poverty, globalisation, and politics and the effects these have on people living in deprived areas. There are two contrasting theories on globalisation, cultural and transformationalist theory. The transformationalist theory, which Anthony Giddens a British Sociologist supports, looks at how the media and internet have changed our life and how cultures and traditions have changed as a result, he emphasised how people are no longer tied to communities but able to travel oversees for work and study (YouTube 2012). The cultural view looks at how traditions and native languages such as Welsh or native aboriginal languages and skills have been lost through generations due to globalisation; it also raises awareness of the impact of massive global companies such as Nike and MacDonald’s (Meyer  2007). Pupils are also required to think about conserving energy in order to protect our world, climate change and the impact of human rights. The ESDGC aims to give pupils “an understanding of the consequences of their choices on other people, the economy and the environment” (Learning Wales 2017). This goes hand in hand with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which the United Nations anticipate will eradicate poverty and strengthen universal peace. Its aim is for countries to work together ensuring human rights are promoted worldwide and address the gender inequalities faced by girls (United Nations 2015). 
On the other hand, in Kenya the system is extremely different, primary school education is free and compulsory, secondary education is free but not compulsory, therefore less than 50% of the children who attend primary school go onto secondary school (Nuffic 2015). This has huge consequences for children in Kenya, particularly girls who often want to study but are forced into becoming young wives and mothers through no choice of their own, a study of the Impacts of Free Secondary Education in Kenya (2017) highlighted that the opportunity to attend secondary school “decreases the probability of first marriage at all ages between 16 and 20 by around 50%, and decreases the probability of teenage childbearing by 37%” (Brudevold-Newman 2017). However many parents however cannot afford for their children to attend school as they rely on the youngsters to earn money in plantations, slums or farms to help feed the family, with 1,214,199 children out of school in 2012 (UNESCO 2016) these children are extremely unlikely to find well paid work or be able to succeed educationally in the future. Poverty is a huge barrier to education in Kenya with 42% of the population living below the poverty line with little or no access to clean water, sanitation, education or healthcare (UNICEF 2011). There are many tribes in rural Kenya who live a nomadic lifestyle, traveling to find fresh grazing and water for their animals, these tribes contain many children who are taught outside in the fresh air and open countryside which many agree is better than being cramped in a small, dark classroom, this view is supported by Grigg who writes “Any space that is uncomfortable, psychologically unfriendly or threating is not conducive to good learning” (Grigg 2015). In 2008 the Kenyan Government introduced mobile schools, and funded a teacher to teach these children and follow the tribe as they moved to find pasture for their animals, they managed to set up 91 schools teaching eleven thousand children, the Kenyan Government then went onto introduce low cost boarding schools in remote locations to enable pupils to continue their education, resulting in a higher enrolment for girls (YouTube 2010). This however was far from the only barrier facing youngsters in Kenya, particularly girls. The African cultural and moral expectation of girls is largely that they will leave school and become young wives and mothers,  this is a huge gender inequality with many girls forced to marry an older man from another family, these are often arranged by the girls Fathers, with an estimated 23% of girls married before their eighteenth Birthday, the statistics are much higher in rural than urban areas, where girls are often traded for animals or good by their own families (GirlsnotBrides.org 2018).  
Some children fortunate enough to attend a school are often so tired, hungry or suffering with sickness from HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) which affected 1.6 million people in Kenya in 2016 and resulted in 36,000 people losing their life to the virus, the sufferers frequently experience discrimination and are outcast from society within their own communities this puts stress on the adults, children in the environment and can be damaging to a neighbourhood, this view is supported by Pierson (2010) who writes about the impact of a community being marginalised and the motivation and aspirational levels of the people living in this environment being damaged. HIV prevention programmes are continuing to prove successful with 62,000 new cases in 2016 compared to 100,000 in 2013 (Avert,2017)  this is through awareness of using condoms to prevent the spread of disease and visiting pregnant mothers to test and treat them in order to work on preventing mother-to-child- transmission (PMTCT). Children who are suffering from the virus are often very unwell; as a result their concentration levels are extremely low. Therefore the school provides them with one free meal which acts as an incentive for parents to send them, this is in line with the findings of theorist Abraham Maslow who’s Hierarchy of needs (1943) emphasised the importance of having our basic physiological needs such as food, water and warmth, as well as the need to feel safe and secure met before being able to feel as though one was able to learn (Simply Psychology 2017).
 In line with Maslow’s theory the Welsh Government introduced free breakfast clubs in 2004 to ensure children who attended breakfast club had a substantial meal before starting the school day (Welsh Government 2014) by 2014 there were two hundred and eighty-four clubs in Wales, 71% funded by the Government, (Kellogg’s 2014), the problem being that many of the children who needed a good breakfast did not arrive in school early enough for the club. The Welsh Government  have since suggested useful tips for schools on improving attendance and punctuality through use of endorsing the attendance policy, raising awareness of parental responsibility and the consequences of lateness (Welsh Assembly Government 2011) e.g. pupils feeling embarrassed and missing out on social opportunity and vital literacy and numeracy lessons, which is likely to impact on their view of the education system and employment opportunities in the future if not addressed at an early stage . A positive factor on how steps are being taken to improve this was found in a report into the impact on lateness in welsh primary schools which reported that only 1.4 % of primary school pupils were recorded as persistent absenteeism in 2014-15 compared with 3.4% in 2008/9 (Welsh Assembly Government 2016) these figures indicate that parents may be becoming aware of the impact on educational attainment.    
  The Kenyan government have recently launched a new education system called 2-6-6-3 which has 3 levels, early years, middle school and senior school. The early years consists of five years of working on basic numeracy, literacy skills and raising awareness of good hygiene, nutrition and safety. Then 3 years of middle school education where skills will be enhanced and good citizenship promoted as well as developing digital competency skills. This will be followed by 3 years at senior school where children can choose to follow one of three pathways, social science, arts and sports science or STEM (Science Technology Engineering Maths) at this stage goals of the system include pupils carefully considering their career choice, showing and appreciation of diversity and cultures and thinking creatively (NTV 2018). The last stage is the Tertiary stage where pupils can choose to attend college for two years or university for three years “the system places more emphasis on learners mental ability to process issues and proposes a practical framework that nurtures competencies of learners based on their passions and talents” (Hakijammi 2017) . These courses have fees attached to them so financial stability of sorts is required, sponsorship is available for some students through organisations such as Kenya Keys, who rely on sponsorship and fundraising to educate young people in Kenya (Kenya Keys Educate, no year) . Another barrier facing Kenyan’s is that public universities are struggling to cope financially and are considering raising the annual fee per student in order to help clear the debt, this will have dire consequences for students who often go to university to study to become a doctor, dentist or law, statistics show that in 2015/16 the University of Nairobi received sh6.3 billion of funding from the government (Standard Digital 2016). The whole system largely resembles that in Britain, but a noticeable difference is that Kenyan children will be assessed through ongoing formative assessments, accounting for 70% of their final grade; the other 30% will be made up of the results of their performance in tests set by the Kenya National Examination Council (Hakijammi 2017). As this new system is so current there is no opportunity to see how successful its implementation has been, however, 8.7 million learners have enrolled throughout Kenya with President Uhuru Kenyatta re-enforcing “the government would only provide capitation, books and medical cover to learners that are registered” (Daily Nation 2018) this is an incentive for Kenyan parents to send their child to school, to gain a good education, in turn hopefully providing them with the prospect to gain employment or go onto further education to break the chain of poverty for the family. 
In order to protect the rights of our children in the UK we have a number of policies and Acts which the country adheres to, including The Children’s Act 1989, The Human Rights Act 1998 and the UNCRC (United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child) which consists of fifty-four articles set up to ensure that children’s rights are respected and their point of view are taken into consideration. Wales has adapted the main points of the UNCRC to create Seven Core Aims on the Rights for the Child, these include ensuring that all children have a flying start to life, access to play and leisure activities, have a comprehensive range of educational opportunities and enjoy the best possible health free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation (Welsh Assembly Government 2016). When comparing this to policies in Kenya we need to refer to the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) which was developed to take into consideration situations relevant to Africa such as strong traditional and cultural views, child exploitation, conflict and famine. Some of the key aims include having the right to express opinions freely, participating in cultural and artistic life and enjoying a good state of physical, mental and spiritual health (ACRWC 1990) in comparison these seem to echo the aims of the Welsh Government however, there are African specific differences such as Article 22 which states that the recruiting of child soldiers must not be permitted, and Article 15 which states that children should not participate in child labour which is hazardous or could “ interfere with the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development” (ACRWC 1990). It is clear from the points raised in the ACRWC that Africa did needs its own Charter however, children have much less protection in Africa and many more serious and potential life threating issues to deal with such as disease, child labour, abuse and severe poverty, compared to children who live in the UK. 
Although faced with so many barriers to education in  addition to this civil war broke out between Muslim ‘Seleka’ and Christian ‘Anti-balaka’ militants in the Central Africa Republic, in 2012 resulting in attacks taking place in Nairobi, Kenya in 2013 and Garissa University in 2015 (BBC News 2018). This has had a huge impact on children all over the country with many becoming homeless, refugees, orphaned or forced into becoming child soldiers UNICEF estimated between six to ten thousand children, some aged only eight years, were taken from their communities and made to fight (Save the Children 2014) and often made to kill and torture others or witnessed such actions, at such a young age has devastating consequences and leads to emotional trauma and severe emotional issues for which the children need to receive professional psychological help (United Nations,no year) .  The United Nations defines a child soldier as “A child associated with an armed force or armed group refers to any person below 18 years of age who is, or who has been, recruited or used by an armed force or armed group in any capacity, including but not limited to children, boys and girls, used as fighters, cooks, porters, spies or for sexual purposes” (United Nations, no year).Many of these vulnerable children were taken miles away from their home and families, when freed and supported by charities such as UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund) and Save the Children, they still may never be re-united with their families. The Red Cross helps to track down families but often finds that they have moved on or been caught up in conflict themselves. Child soldiers receive rehabilitation organised by UNICEF through attendance at a ‘transit centre’ where children will receive help to deal with their experiences and support to gain skills in trades such as woodwork, sewing and building, participate in education again and be slowly introduced back into the community (Africa Check 2015).  Refugee children of war are vulnerable and often their rights are ignored, this view is supported by Smith (2007).    
Conclusion
To conclude the writer feels that Kenya still has a long way to go in breaking down the barriers to education for its children; this is due to there not solely being one underline problem but numerous difficult issues that need to be addressed. The writer feels confident that without the support from outside agencies and charities such as Oxfam, Save the Children and UNICEF Kenya would not be able to even begin to conquer some of these issues due to the sheer scale of them and income needed in order to start addressing them, which is addressing the statement in Article 28 “Richer countries must help poorer countries” (UNICEF 2018). The new education system is not yet established but shows great potential and many Africans are optimistic that it will shape the youngsters of Kenya and provide them with skills and knowledge to help them build a brighter future. This should develop alongside the work of the UN in achieving the goals set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  The work that is being undertaken in Britain with the introduction of the EDGSC into our education system can only benefit our pupils and stir emotion encouraging them to want to help disadvantaged children, it is hoped that they will want to raise money, sponsor a child, donate clothes and make a difference in some way to those who are much less fortunate than themselves. It is also anticipated that children in the UK will realise what fantastic educational opportunities they have and strive to maximise these, and appreciate how fortunate they are to live in a country with no conflict , which would result in a fall in the numbers of children who truant, misbehave in school and show little respect for  their teachers.
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