Title: How does heritage education influence the preservation and evolution of Welsh identity among young people in Wales?
Background/context 
After researching for my master's dissertation, looking at how the Curriculum for Wales influenced socially engaged practice in Welsh museums and galleries, I wanted to further look at how broader heritage education can influence other aspects, such as young people's identity in Wales. This is because I found through heritage learning theories that there is an ability to influence how people view and see things through education programmes but also give the learners the skills to be able to come to these conclusions themselves. 
Falk and Dierking came up with 8 factors that should influence heritage learning, one of these is ‘choice and control’ – meaning learners have choice over what they learn in a particular setting and another, needing ‘facilitated mediation’ – either by heritage educators themselves or other groups or individuals involved in the process.[footnoteRef:1] Both of these notions highlight the space in which identity can be created, as the learner feels as though they have autonomy in what they learn and how they see themselves, but have a mediated environment that can encourage them to question biases and further develop their ideologies.  [1:  John H. Falk and Lynn D. Dierking, Learning from Museums : Visitor Experiences and the Making of Meaning (Plymouth: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers INC), 2000, pp. 119-122.] 

	Further added to this is the idea that ‘learning is a social experience’.[footnoteRef:2] It is during these social experiences, facilitated at heritage sites or buildings, that can enable ‘…students spaces to respond to social issues experientially, kinaesthetically, and intellectually, and to uphold their rights as learners, creative beings, and concerned citizens of the world’.[footnoteRef:3] Surely, these motions would have a profound impact on the identity that a young person may create. This becomes even more so if the heritage site includes socially engaged art, as it goes beyond creating ‘pleasing art objects’ but creates symbiotic relationships between conversations, processes and equality.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Amy Briggs Kemeza, ‘Embracing Individualism and Encouraging Personal Style in Gallery Teaching’, Journal of Museums Education, 44 (2), p. 149.]  [3:  Ross H. Schlemmer, B. Stephen Carpenter II & Erika Hitchcock, ‘Socially Engaged Art Education: Practices, Processes, and Possibilities’, Art Education, 70:4, 2017, p. 59.]  [4:  Ibid, p. 56.] 

	On the other hand, young people's view on their identity or how this can be potentially shaped by Welsh heritage education is of interest due to the unique political dimension in Wales which will also play a part in identity creation. Wales, while being a part of the UK has its own identity due to it being a devolved nation. Toszek has argued that it was Welsh devolution that ‘was essential for awakening the Welsh identity sense in the political dimension’.[footnoteRef:5] Added to political ideologies being a part of the Welsh identity is the growing discontent in Wales towards conservatism, due to coal mine closures in the 80s,[footnoteRef:6] as well as the economic difference from the rest of the UK caused by the rapid loss of industry.[footnoteRef:7] Therefore, our heritage sites in Wales, which were built on the rise and fall of industrialisation, will inevitably include these notions and further shape identity in young Welsh people. This is why I would like to further investigate this and look at the relationships and correlations between Welsh Identity and the role heritage education plays in shaping this. [5:  Bartłomiej H. Toszek, ‘Political Dimension of Welsh Identity after Devolution: Fact or Fiction?’, Polish Political Science Yearbook, vol. 45, 2016, p. 365.]  [6:  Ibid, p. 361.]  [7:  Ibid, p. 365.] 

	Further added to this, the more recent political sphere in Wales is also changing with people becoming more intolerant and favouring far-right organisations.[footnoteRef:8] This is counterintuitive with those previous notions of identity mentioned by Toszek. Therefore, what role does heritage education have to play in this battle between left and right political perspectives and shaping young people's identity around this. Schofield mentions that post-Brexit Wales has the danger of becoming ‘an inner-emigrant both culturally and politically’ if we do not enable people to form opinions or find their voices.[footnoteRef:9] It is heritage education that can enable young people to develop these voices, but what voice is it developing? [8:  Sion Jenkins, ‘Populist parties are on the rise in Europe, but how will this impact on the 2026 Senedd Elections?’, ITV Wales, March 2025, Available online: Populist parties are on the rise in Europe, but how will this impact on the 2026 Senedd Elections? | ITV News Wales [Accessed 18/03/2025]. ]  [9:  Emma Schofield, ‘Denial and Demise?’, Third Text, 32:5-6, 2018, pp. 746.] 

	However, these juxtapositions are what Edwards classes as the complexity of Welsh identity, as on top of this, we have the aspect of proving that we are not British, which is also not as simple as it first appears.[footnoteRef:10] Our search for being Welsh and the political involvement in this is due to the years of oppression we have faced.[footnoteRef:11] Thus, there are multiple complexities to consider when it comes to what Welsh Identity is and the need to understand this before finding how heritage sites are using education to create an identity in young people. It is these complexities linked to heritage education that I would like to explore further. [10:  Tesni Jones Edwards, ‘The Complexities of Welsh Identity’, Arts and Culture, 01/03/2023, Accessed online: https://bylines.cymru/arts-and-culture/who-decides-the-complexities-of-welsh-identity/ [ Accessed 28/03/2025].]  [11:  Ibid.] 

Aims
The research aims to investigate the role heritage education has in shaping Welsh identity among young people. In addition, I would like to understand the effectiveness of heritage education programs in preserving and promoting Welsh culture and traditions. I also hope through the research to explore the relationship between heritage education and the sense of belonging and national pride among Welsh youth. All these will interconnect with current literature but also be unique in looking at specifically young people, heritage education and Welsh identity together.


Objectives:
There will be several objectives for the research. I would firstly like to analyse the content and delivery methods of heritage education programs in Wales, by looking at a variety of sites across the breadth of Wales. In addition, I would like to assess the impact of these programs on students' knowledge and appreciation of Welsh history, language, and culture. To do this, I will work with heritage sites to be able to achieve this in the best way that will gather the most data. Moreover, I would like to evaluate the influence of heritage education on students' self-identification as Welsh. Depending upon ethics approval, this could be college students or school children. Linked to this, I would like to compare the perspectives of students who have participated in heritage education programs with those who have not. Finally, I would like to provide recommendations for enhancing heritage education to better support Welsh identity among young people.
Methodology 
The approach to the research will take the form of a literature review, which will gather data available and theories formed on Welsh identity, heritage education and how these interact together. The research will then develop its own mixed methods approach to data collection to gain important insight into how Welsh identity is shaped by heritage education. The type of methods used will be questionnaires and interviews for both students and heritage sites, observations of heritage education sessions, and desk-based analysis of learning programmes, using resources available for students.
	The reason I have chosen this approach is because having both qualitative and quantitative data gives the option of having numerical data as well as the personalised feelings, stories and opinions of individuals.[footnoteRef:12] This will enable us to gain valuable insight into students' understanding of what their identity is, as well as understanding how the heritage sites themselves see themselves as playing a part in identity creation. [12:  Bob Matthews and Liz Ross, Research Methods: A Practical Guide for the Social Sciences (Essex: Pearson Education Limited), 2010, pp. 141-142.] 
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