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1: 
The implications for businesses during Climate change have been challenging; today, the earth’s atmospheres temperature has increased by 1.5 degrees since the early 1950s and has been caused due to the burning of fossil fuels which gives off CO2, methane, and other greenhouse gases along with the activity from humans. These gases act as a greenhouse effect that warms up the atmosphere causing sea levels to rise, resulting in glaciers melting, which directly affects weather conditions. Farmers and Fishermen have been hit from global warming, not only by their growth of crops such as wheat, and other grains but also the farming of their animals and the production of meat and dairy produce, resulting in a ripple effect on the food and hospitality sector. 
Even though with these challenges, in one area of the world North America faces a massive loss in rice production due to climate change, but in other areas such as North of the Border in Canada, they could benefit in production due to the colder temperatures caused by the higher latitudes. With every 1-degree increase, rice production drops by 10%. For example, Thailand is the world's largest exporter of rice and are expected to lose up to 25% worth of production by 2050. The current worlds growing population is a cause for concern with 3 billion more people predicted by 2050, a shortage of food will eventually become a common global problem.
An article from The Guardian said the world’s largest meat, dairy and seafood businesses have a colossal impact on deforestation by destroying trees in aid of having land to grow their produce. Trees benefit the environment because they absorb Co2 from the atmosphere, storing the carbon and releasing oxygen. Producers on a global scale are also not taking on board the profound effect they are having with their greenhouse gas emissions. These well-known food chains such as McDonald's, Tesco, Walmart’s and Nestle are collectively a massive environmental and public health risk and some are not even taking steps to measure their carbon footprint at all, let alone reducing it due to investment costs. Companies including Maine foods, are already facing a massive hit from global warming with revenues in the first quatre of 2018 down by 30% due to the weather conditions. A commitment has been achieved within the farming industry to have zero carbon emissions by 2040 and this will be achieved by improving animal welfare efficiency, managing the storage of carbon on farms, and boosting the renewable energy sources. 
However, energy-efficient sources such as solar panels reduce air pollution, they are now supplying more homes across the globe than ever before with heat and hot water instead of fuels such as coal and natural gases, aiding the earth’s atmosphere by using the sun to produce energy without the adverse effects that non-renewable energy sources bring. By adopting these new ways of energy production, we can also create new business opportunities, creating a greener future could be a perfect opportunity to create sustained economic growth alongside the common goal to reach carbon zero in the future.   
Car manufacturers are affected by climate change, with it being so much advertising regarding a greener climate, cars are now built with a motorized battery engine which requires charging. Fuelled vehicles are deemed no longer environmentally friendly due to the fumes, with every gallon of gas used in the U.S equals to around 24 pounds of carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted, this contributes to warming of the globe. Audi has seen a drop within sales and profits, this resulted in over 9,000 job cuts in Germany and will generate billions of pounds for digital working, Hybrid Vehicles, and battery electric vehicles. Jobs were promised until 2029 with 5.1 billion achieved for an early retirement programme However, Volkswagen also commented in the same article saying 2,000 jobs have been created due to the manufacturing of electric cars. Audi has now improved on their carbon footprint to stay competitive with other car manufactures and are aiming to be completely carbon neutral by 2050 from manufacturing and production of electric vehicles. Audi is hoping to release 12 new electric models by the end of 2020. Many car companies are struggling with costs relating to the standards of European Union emission regulations and switching to electric vehicles. 
Volkswagen were fined in the U.S in 2015 for selling cars with a device that could detect when emission tests were carried out to cheat its performance. The company admitted 8 million vehicles worldwide did have a device to fool tests. They later added, 36,000 cars were also affected from using the 3-litre diesel engines for different model cars, this showed that measures of the carbon dioxide emission levels were incorrect and this was brought to light after there was an accusation from The EPA of modifying software. Volkswagen took full blame and have recalled millions of cars worldwide; they have 4.8 billion to cover the costs which resulted in not only now a terrible reputation but their first loss in 15 years of over 2 billion. A maximum of 18 billion could end up in fines to the EPA from breaching regulations which will too hugely hit the companies’ profits. The chief executive of Volkswagen was found guilty of fraud. 
Not only has car manufacturers been affected but car part suppliers too, which include Bosch and Continental, these companies have also cut jobs because of the slow growth within the car industry, just missing a recession.
Experts who have invested in improving the planet are encouraging support from businesses to also contribute. Companies can help and support climate change by monitoring their carbon footprint and reducing their greenhouse gas emissions. Energy consumption can also be reduced by using renewable efficient energy resources instead. Recycling, monitoring waste and eating less meat will too greatly improve the planet. 


4: 
November of 2019 will be remembered in history for years to come, marking the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak. The virus originated in central China which then quickly travelled throughout the world resulting in governments worldwide all agreeing for the first time that restrictions would need to be put in place to slow the spread of the disease. Initially, controlling the spread was highly debatable amongst government officials because no one understood the threat the new deadly virus could pose to people. Countries slowly introduced new and very similar regulations, for example, travel restriction rules of mandatory mask-wearing and social distancing rules.
Generally, every country worldwide introduced testing facilities to indicate infection rates, which resulted in stricter measures being forced on people and businesses everywhere on the planet in the form of lockdowns. Essential shops had new health and safety policies to continue trading. Still, many non-essential companies would have to close their doors, resulting in around 50, Billion-dollar businesses across the United States filing for bankruptcy in 2020. Strict regulations and restrictions are now in place for the firms who can remain open. New rules included floor markings in each shop to ensure each customer stood two metres apart, hand sanitising units now sit at the front of each open store with "sneeze" screens placed in front of cashiers. Following these new measures, the cost has been thousands if not millions for the larger businesses and employers were forced to make crucial decisions to remain open, causing an increase in unemployment rates worldwide. 
The effects of COVID-19 are felt throughout all industries, especially the entertainment sector. In the U.K, the famous Glastonbury festival was cancelled, resulting in millions of pounds lost. Accommodation and food industries closed their doors to the public, and many are now forced to provide takeaway services as an alternative. 
McDonald's is one example of how versatile some companies can be with adapting to a rapidly changing economy. They struggled at the beginning of the first lockdown in March of 2020, but quickly adjusted to the situation by offering takeaways and a delivery service only.  
International production and manufacturing have been affected with many countries refusing exported goods after the government introduced travel restrictions to reduce infection rates of COVID-19. Production figures have stayed 4.4% below that of February 2020 but did recover slightly by 1.3% in November 2020. Manufacturing has also fallen by 6.6% since February 2020 but grew by 1.7% during October 2020. 
The tourism industry has been hugely affected. The total equates to billions of lost revenues and continues to rise due to International and local travel restrictions being in place due to International and local travel restrictions. The British airline company Flybe have fallen victim and are now in administration. Avianca Holdings, the second-largest airline in South America, also faced bankruptcy in 2020.
Retail stores have closed during the lockdown period due to not being essential but a U.K retailer, The Range installed fridges and freezers in their stores to stock food and stay open as an essential shop. Tesco shut their clothing range and closed isles to stop the public purchasing non-essential items. 
In the United Kingdom, local governments have made available various grants to help and support many businesses who have premises to pay for during the lockdowns. These grants have saved many companies financially with rent rates and equipment which had to be put in place to safeguard their staff members and customers. A grant was also provided to businesses who furloughed their staff which has cost the economy billions of pounds and potentially will leave a future debt. 
50, Billion-dollar businesses across the United States have filed for bankruptcy in 2020 and GDP was down by 20% in the U.K in 2020, meaning this being the largest fall on record. Sales in 2020 were 30% lower than predicted without COVID-19, and investments are down by 33% with employment at 5% lower. Businesses are also under pressure as many become short-staffed with members sick from the virus or in need to self-isolate for ten days due to contact with an infected person.
I believe we can break down the general implications for different business areas and look at various industries and compare how they have been affected. Many companies have been affected in entirely different ways. Multi-billion-dollar businesses like Amazon, eBay and a few other large online marketplaces have seen huge gains, with record-high profits gained from the new restrictions. Amazons profits have tripled since the outbreak began resulting in a 37% increase in earnings. Figures have produced £6.3 billion in the third quarter of 2020, a vast increase in sales compared to £2.1 billion in 2019. Amazons revenue was over a whopping £96 billion, which was way more than predicted for 2020. eBay's sales have grown 33% in their third quatre of 2020 and have announced they now have 183 million active shoppers, increasing a million buyers since the previous quarter.  
In comparison, almost all medium to small businesses has become more reliant on government grants and loans to save them from bankruptcy. Companies of all sizes have been negatively affected globally in many ways, collectively contributing to the global economic downturn and as a direct result of the COVID-29 pandemic.


