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ABSTRACT

The research paper on domestic abuse and the impact of Covid-19 on victim-survivors in England and Wales, shows evidence on how the lockdown restrictions had an influence on the increase of domestic abuse crimes and flagged incidents. The investigating police reports on domestic abuse presented an increase compared to the reports prior to the pandemic. 
The data showed long term trends that women experienced the act of domestic abuse crimes and/or incidents more than men prior and during the pandemic. 
Services were at capacity and came up against an overburden of needs with major concerns flagged within ethnic minority communities and disabled people accessing support demands.
[bookmark: _Int_1h7fEsWc]NHS (National Health Service) staff and hospitals following government protocols and policies were at their maximum capacity and reach supporting the victims-survivors and perpetrators needs. The evidence shows the knock-on effect being victim-survivors being less likely to report the crime due to the lack of support services, evidently with the increase of third-party reports due to the lockdown measures and more people working from home.
Overall, the report provides discussions and recommendations to address new measures to reduce the negative impact COVID-19 had on domestic abuse cases in England and Wales.
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INTRODUCTION

This report will discuss Domestic Abuse in England and Wales and the impact COVID-19 had on Domestic Abuse victim-survivors.
The secondary data research will examine literature and source material related to statistics surrounding domestic abuse incidents and crimes reported to the police and professional organisations.
The findings and discussions research will highlight which areas where domestic abuse is more apparent and the gaps in seeking valid support.
Findings and discussions.
Conclusions and recommendations on how the government and community can tackle the backlash of the COVID-19 pandemic and domestic abuse-survivors.





[image: ]
(Source: Russo Lawyers, 2018).


DOMESTIC ABUSE 

What defines Domestic Abuse?
Domestic Abuse consists of an individual being coerced by another individual in an act or over a period of acts. The individual uses manipulative, threatening and violent behaviour. The abuse occurs “between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality” (Victim Support, 2022). The abuse surrounds, but is not restricted to “psychological, physical, sexual, financial, emotional” incidents (Victim Support, 2022).
Domestic abuse can be established in various ways; sexual abuse, financial, physical, coercing or emotional abuse, online or digital abuse, honouring using violence, female genital mutation (FGM), or forced marriage.

Physical abuse
Includes the physical act of violence relating to kicking, punching, hitting, pushing and using weapons.
Verbal abuse
Involves offending a person with using cruel language by calling them out of their name and offending them.
Emotional abuse
The action of continuously making a person feel inferior, discouraged or fearful. The abuse can include acts of blackmailing, constant mind games and criticism, harassment and enforcing behaviour.
Mental abuse
The act is the result of psychological trauma at the hands of another person causing the individual to develop post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety and depression.
Sexual abuse
When the individual experiences untoward sexual activity (rape) from another person whether it be “touching, groping or being made to watch pornography” (Victim Support, 2022), without consent.

Legislations to Protect Domestic Abuse Victims in England and Wales 

Family Law Act 1996
Referring to section 42 of the act, this sets out the legislative conditions for the Non-Molestation Order. The application is valid for the restraint of domestic violence surrounding molestation towards their children or partner. The act affirms occupation orders also.
Protection from Harassment Act 1997
Regulations for the prohibit of harassment or stalking from a variation of disputes at home, at work or from the media.
Sexual offences Act 2003
It legislates non-consensual sexual offences, such as, coercing an individual to partake in any sexual acts, violent penetration and sexual assault, counting married couples.
Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004
The amendments cover any “cases of causing or allowing a child or vulnerable adult to suffer serious physical harm” (McKenzie, 2022).
Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003
Regulations to protect females from mutilation of the “labia majora, labia minora or clitoris” (McKenzie, 2022), in its entirety or in parts.
Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2004
Section 121 of the act regulates forced marriages, the use of unnecessary violence, threats and intimidation to marry a person without consent. 
Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (as amended on 3 May 2015, by Part 5) Section 66 of the Serious Crime Act 2015
The legislation outlines the crimes surrounding cruelty, abandonment, and ill-treatment to children and young people alongside incidents of neglect. The bill addresses the use of coercive behaviour in families and intimate relationships on more than one occasion following ‘Code for Crown Prosecutors’ building statuary legal guidance alongside ‘CPS Domestic Abuse Legal Guidance’ (McKenzie, 2022).
Serious Crime Act 2015
The Act “builds on the current criminal and civil law” to warrant organisations such as, “the National Crime Agency, the police and other law enforcement agencies” which dedicate their time to proactively pursing and bringing to justice criminals “set out in the Serious and Organised Crime Strategy” (2015). Case study
Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 generated further regulation with a “new offence of controlling or coercive behaviour in an intimate or family relationship” in December 2015 (Gov.UK, 2022). The case study Curtis 2010 opened the notion that proving offences within family relationships were more difficult when striving to monitor any related patterns to mistreatment.
If an individual (A) commits any of the following offences
· Repetitive manipulation and controlling behaviour to another person (B) who is related or connected personally to (A). 
· The individual (A) has knowledge the person (B) is affected and continues to maintain the behaviour.
Personally connected means the individuals are related, live together, are in an intimate relationship or have been in one previously. The unwarranted behaviour from an individual (A) can be determined as abuse by the result of the other person (B) experiencing fear on more than two occasions and or if it generates the person (B) to develop “serious alarm or distress which has a substantial adverse effect on their day-to-day activities – s.76 (4) (b)” (Gov.Uk, 2022).
In the case of Widdows v REGINA 2011 “violence by harassment contrary to section 4 of the protection from Harassment Act 1997 (count 1)” (Casemine, 2011). The defendant on more than two occasions proved to have made the plaintiff fear violence in their presence. The defendant in sound mind is aware of the actions made on each occasion and the affect their behaviour has on the plaintiff. The result of the ruling by the Judge following six reported incidents in the case led to the defendant receiving a 20-week suspended prison sentence and a 2-year supervised order.

Domestic Abuse Act 2021
The Domestic Abuse Bill 2017-2019 was set in motion January 2019 and reintroduced in March 2020 after the consultation transforming the response to domestic abuse. 
The reinstatement of the regulation in March 2020 sovereign was passed by parliament to a Bill (royal assent) introducing Domestic Abuse Act 2019-2021.
The bill contains the rationale for domestic abuse allocating an independent commissioner. The commissioner’s role is to oversee the professional judicial and governing bodies and ensure accounts for how they act and or respond to domestic abuse cases are justified. The appointed commissioner will represent the victims to protect them and monitor the case closely. The commissioner is expected to educate the public and be in good rapport with local authorities, the judicial system and statuary agencies.
The act forbids the “offenders from cross examining their victims in person” (law society) during the trial in family courts and constitutes the law relating to victims being eligible for exceptional measures in criminal courts. 
The act continues to regulate the support of victims by including local authority requirements of ensuring refuge in safe accommodation or tenancies in new locations to protect them from further domestic abuse incidents.
The Domestic Abuse Act and ‘Clare's Law’
Clare's Law was set in motion because in 2014 a horrendous event occurred to Clare Wood a female in the UK. Wood was murdered by her ex-boyfriend, who she met online, after a breakup. In 2009, Clare was discovered dead at home. Prior to her death, it was reported by BBC news that Clare had made several complaints to the Greater Manchester Police relating to the defendant George describing incidents of harassment, violence, criminal damage and sexual assault (Mcguiness law). 
It became apparent, following the death of Clare Wood, that George had a vicious history resulting in him spending “six years in prison for holding a woman at knife-point for 12-hours" (Mcguiness law). If the concept of ‘Clare's Law’ was available preceding the tragedy it may have prevented her murder.
The act incorporates the following, according to the Law Society 2021,
· Domestic Abuse Protection Notice (DAPN) - provides immediate refuge succeeding the event.
· Domestic Abuse Protection Order (DAPO) - in place for long term sanctuary and flexibility for victims.
[bookmark: _Int_wf24D8W0]DAPNs (Domestic Abuse Protection Notice) are issued by law in the case of protection against any individual over 16 years old who has been subjected to domestic abuse by an individual with personal relations. This is put in place to prevent further incidents of violence from occurring resulting in abuse. 
The DAPN imposes the accused does not:
· Contact the proposed victim
· Breach their prescribed distance from any place the victim may permanently reside
· “Evict, exclude, prohibit from entering or require leaving that person from the premises” (Law Society, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_W5ekMaHr][bookmark: _Int_fOlWzplL]DAPOs (Domestic Abuse Protection Order) are made for set requirements and the prevention of individuals being able to act abusive or do any acts reported in the order made to another person over the age of 16 years with a personal connection. The terms can vary at dissimilar stages as directed by the courts managing any positive or negative demands, such as
· Forbid any contact between parties
· Volunteer for assessments to determine whether a substance misuse programme is necessary
The appeal to the courts for a DAPO can be made under the act by “victims, law enforcement, other third parties specified in the legislation” (law society, 2021). The DAPO can be processed through proceedings, where the court is content that the order is appropriate and measured to protect the individual from domestic abuse or being put through further domestic abuse.









Professional Organisations to Support Victim-Survivors

[bookmark: _Int_1Q6rJDsU][bookmark: _Int_VPChYNX6]NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children) 
The NSPCC organisation is a leading charity for child protection running across the UK with the authority to “take action to safeguard children” (NSPCC, 2022), who may be at risk of abuse. The ethos is to prevent abuse using a dedicated specialised team.
The NSPCC explains children who are exposed to the acts of domestic abuse are victims of domestic abuse. The abuse does not have to be direct for it to have an impact on the child/ren.
The abuse can cause trauma by:
· Hearing the act happen from their room
· Discovering damages made in the home
· The backlash of interrupting the act of abuse
· Finding the person, they care for upset and/or hurt
· The lack of physical and emotional “care and support they need from their parents or carers as a result of the abuse” (NSPCC Learning, 2021).

Women's Aid Organisation
Women's Aid campaigns for changes in domestic abuse legislations focusing on women and children. The main objective is criminal justice reforms for victims and for individuals to receive financial support in housing, health and family court. Current changes in the legislation include:
· The prohibit of the vindication of ‘rough sex’
· An exclusion for charging to gain medical records from GPs
· “A code of practice on how data is shared between the public services” (Women’s Aid, 2022), a government obligation issued for survivors.
· The update of the criminal offences in the act include; threating to reveal personal sexual images, strangulation with non-fatal results, “post-separation coercive control” (Women’s Aid, 2022). 
Post-separation Abuse can occur when the relations between the two individuals end but the abuse continues. The abuser purses to create further abuse by using new procedures to affect the victim, for example, using the child (ren), finances and or alienation to coerce the situation and cause terror to the other person. The abuser’s objective is to ‘win’ and to promote punishment onto the victim. This transition into the new temperament of abuse is called post-separation abuse (One mom’s battle, 2022).

Post Separation Abuse Model
[image: ]
(Source: Family Court Awareness Month, 2021).

Besides, all the changes to legislations and new criminal acts attached to the act there are still crucial gaps relating to the protection of women according to Women’s Aid they continue to campaign for efficient safeguarding and defence for migrant women. The Domestic Abuse Act despite the statutory duty relating to housing set out for local authorities, the law refrains from using the word ‘refuge’ devising confusion in reference to funding women’s refuges. “Royal Assent of Domestic Abuse Act was an important moment” (Women’s Aid, 2022), as it brought about the new laws and guidelines which commenced on 30th April 2021.
There is more help available for women suffering domestic abuse than men this could be because more women suffer or less men speak out on such incidents. 
West Mercia's Women's Aid is a representative for the men who reside in Herefordshire and Worcestershire encountering domestic abuse within close relationships. The Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVAs) provide one-to-one support for men to access help with legal civil and court proceedings through their ordeal (WMWA, 2022).
Another organisation called Refuge specialises in Women and children also but, have recognised the necessity of supporting men experiencing Domestic Abuse. When men experience domestic abuse their ability to speak about it may possibly cause them a different type of shame connected to feeling emasculated, isolated and confused (Refuge, 2022).

COVID-19 Pandemic Timeline
The World Health Organization (WHO) was briefed on December 31st, 2019, that there was a collection of cases of pneumonia of unknown origin, an unusual coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) in Wuhan City, China (UK Health Security Agency, 2022). “Chinese epidemiologists with the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention published an article on 20th January” (Aspinall, 2019), concerning the patients detected. 
Under the best control the new virus became COVID-19 in February 2020. The outbreak set off a global pandemic declared by WHO on March 11th, 2020. “Scientific consensus is that SARS-CoV-2 is zoonotic in origin” (UK, Health Security Agency, 2022), although the original derivation is thus far to be unequivocal as the investigations continue.

The Impact COVID-19 had on Health Care Workers and Domestic Abuse Victim-survivors
“Domestic abuse has been around well before the COVID-19 pandemic, although the ONS has reported an increase in domestic-violence cases during lockdown and working from home” (NHS Employers, 2022).
The NHS encountered employee shortages and overworked staff due to the pandemic restrictions and the increased rate of domestic abuse incidents and crimes. The government published “COVID-19 Mental Health and Wellbeing Surveillance Report (April 2022)” (NHS Employers, 2022), providing information stating the pandemic created a surge in self-harm incidents because of isolation and no space in family households developing old and/or new triggers in individuals. 
Hospitals had to cope with the vast number of patients being admitted for COVID-19 symptoms whilst attending negative patients trying to ensure they did not get contaminated by the positive patients. The system was overstretched and under extreme pressure to meet the new demands, alongside trying to maintain staff morale and supportive networks.
NHS staff became ‘frontline’ workers during the pandemic with the cause and effect being the increased number of staff requiring time off due to contracting COVID-19 from patients leaving the service with a back log of patients' care and increased requests for services (NHS Employers, 2022).



METHODOLGY

Domestic Abuse Data
Domestic Abuse data is difficult to measure because it “is not a specific criminal offence” (Stripe, 2020), and the crimes committed are often not reported for the police to record the data. With this and other aspects of the crimes not entering the police database it leaves the records incomplete. Crimes related to domestic abuse are referenced under specific offences, for example, sexual assault or “assault with injury” (Stripe, 2020).
See the figures below, which shows the statistics relating to Domestic Abuse crimes reported to the police (including cases of fraud). The crime increase may be based on “increased willingness of victims to come forward report domestic abuse” (Stripe, 2020).
The restrictions the COVID-19 pandemic national lockdown had inflicted limits on daily life. The change came in 2020, 23rd March. The diagram shows the domestic abuse figures in England and Wales.



Figure 1: Three years of total number of offences flagged as domestic abuse-related has escalated compared with the corresponding month in the previous year.

[image: ](Source: Union Safety, 2020).



Figure 2: Women were more likely to be victims of domestic abuse within all area types than men.

[image: ]
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).

The data on sexual assault includes attempts made. Victim-survivors who have experienced several types of abuse will appear in all the relevant categories. The figure shows no significant changes.



Figure 3: There were more females than male victims of domestic abuse-related offences.
[image: ]
(Source: Home Office Data Hub – Police recorded crimes).

Results show over half of the crimes reported were highlighted as domestic abuse experienced by females with under 23% being male victims.



Figure 4: Proportion of violence against the individual offences flagged as domestic abuse related varied by age.

[image: ]
(Source: Home Office Data Hub).



Figure 5: Separated or divorced people were more likely to experience domestic abuse.
[image: ]
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).

March 2020 survey showed most divorced and separated people experienced domestic abuse. 
For the year ending March 2020, the Crime Survey for England and Wales showed that adults aged 16 to 74 years who were separated or divorced were more likely to have experienced domestic abuse than those who were married or civil partnered, cohabiting, single or widowed.



Figure 6: The Northeast of England had the highest recorded rates of domestic abuse-related offences.
[image: ]
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).



Figure 7: People of mixed ethnicity were more likely to experience domestic abuse than people of black or Asian ethnicity.
[image: ]
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).

The data shows black ethnic groups are less likely to be victims than white and mixed ethnic groups in families. When it comes to partner abuse, white and mixed ethnic groups experience the crimes much more.



Figure 8: Those with a disability were more likely to experience domestic abuse than those without.
[image: ]
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).



Figure 9: Unemployed people were more likely to have experienced domestic abuse than those who were employed or economically inactive.
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(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).



Figure 10: Those living in a single-parent household were more likely to experience domestic abuse.
(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).
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Figure 11: Most domestic homicide victims were aged 25 to 34 years old.

(Source: Office for National Statistics – Crime Survey for England and Wales).
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Figure 12: Sexual assault estimated by the survey decreased in the last year.

r[image: ]
(Source: ONS, 2020).



Figure 13: Review of policing domestic abuse during the pandemic 2021.

[image: ]
(Source: Criminal Justice Inspectorates, 2021).

The figure shows the domestic abuse policing rates within each region of England and Wales to identify what areas are higher risk.



Figure 14: Domestic abuse-related offences data for England and Wales recorded by police.

[image: ]
(Source: itv.com, 2020).
The figure shows the domestic abuse policing rates nation-wide.














Figure 15: The Women’s Aid Organisation, 2021, shows the domestic abuse figures in England and Wales.

[image: ]					(Source: Hohl, 2021).
The data suggests Domestic abuse was apparent before Covid-19 but, the lockdown increased the perpetrators advantages to entrap, coerce, control and be violent to victim-survivors. This with the increased third-party intervention has resulted in “high levels of police-recorded domestic abuse” (Hohl, 2021).


FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

Due to the difficulties with identifying domestic abuse crime reports under one sector, the Home Office collects data across a number of incidents and domestic abuse crimes. “Domestic abuse related incidents include those reports where, after initial investigation, the police have concluded that no notifiable crime was committed” (Stripe, 2020).
The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) role is to oversee crime levels in England and Wales. The importance of monitoring crimes helps to assess what progress is necessary to reduce crime and/or changes to policies (Kantar Public, 2015). The information gathered breaks down into several categories, such as, “non-sexual abuse, sexual assault and stalking” (Stripe, 2020), which is further categorised into groups of who carried out the act of abuse, for example, current or former partner, parent, carer or guardian and/or any family member regardless of being a relative.
According to, House of Commons Library by Harvard, 2021, the Crime Survey for England and Wales revealed the number of women and men that had experienced domestic abuse had risen by 7% in a year (figure 2). Between March 2019 and March 2020, the police recorded 1.6 million crimes against females and 757,000 male cases. The official data may be limited but, the 12% increase applications for victim support mid-May 2020 showed on the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and the 65% rise in calls made to the National Domestic Abuse Helpline discloses the impact the lockdown pandemic had on domestic abuse sufferers.
In some cases, the calls made to the Metropolitan Police were made by third party individuals. The lockdown granted neighbours more opportunities to witness domestic abuse crimes and presented less opportunities for survivors to report the crimes themselves. This could be a factor to why the reports numbers have increased and or possibly the enhanced methods of how the police record the data. 
Evidence also exhibits the changes in “those who perpetrate abuse” (Harvard, 2021). With the 8.1% rise from current partners abuse and the 11.4% decline by former partners committing abuse crimes demonstrates the effects of the lockdown measures, as stated by, LSE and the Metropolitan Police reports, this alongside the 17.1% increase in abuse crimes committed by family members due to the constant contact and social restrictions. 
Investigating the trends on a longer scale reveals the generality of the significant difference of reports made between men and women experiencing domestic abuse between 16 and 59 years old. The facts show in the year ending March 2022 (figure 3) 11.1% of women experienced domestic abuse in comparison to 6.5% of men who were recorded as victim-survivors (Harvard, 2021).


The Impact COVID-19 had on Families, Children and Young People as Victim-survivors of Domestic Abuse
The pandemic had a severe impact on children and young people surviving domestic abuse crimes as victims. Incidents of serious injuries and death increased after the first lockdown due to a rise in suspected neglect. The result of the pandemic left children more vulnerable to sexual exploitation and abusive behaviour with less opportunities to access possible support and the impact of fewer spaces. The growth in poverty, particularly within ethnic minority families, create diverse influences on their wellbeing and overall health. This, alongside the surge in risk of homelessness can form further mental health threats “as well as violence against women and girls (VAWG)” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021). Other factors, such as, family court cases in backlog amplifying risk of victims suffering more trauma during the pandemic.
Isolation created a cause for concern due to the restrictions of face-to-face healthcare benefits which evidently escalated safety risks for victim survivors. The data shows this is particularly found within the minority community on the account of the environment lacking in support avenues and services. 
“Some family members are reported to have used sexuality and gender identity to abuse, limit or discourage contact with social support networks, and to pressure victim-survivors into heterosexual relationships” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021).

The Impact COVID-19 had on Disabled, Migrants and Low-income Families
There were reports recorded stating that disabled women found it impractical to retrieve food in the early weeks of the pandemic with ethnic minority and migrant women experiencing greater risks being more vulnerable and with less access to protective services. “Specialists ‘by and for’ services reported that in the first month of lockdown they were overwhelmingly supporting women with questions around access to welfare benefits” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021). The demand shown an increase in assistance with job losses, food banks and social loans.
The system was overloaded with economic demands and problems with Universal Credit payment delays with many minorities and migrant women left with “No Recourse to Public Funds” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021), due to language barriers and having to make difficult decisions to survive, for example, victims-survivors choosing between heat or phone connections.
A major barrier has been the availability and accessibility of services. The lack of funding and language barriers, with the absence of understanding migrant women including possible racism and discrimination displayed in practices generated various barriers to champion victims (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021). 
Although, the majority of low-income families received support from the government through the realise of emergency funds. The summons created concerns with application backlogs and how the services will sustain long-term following the crisis (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2021).



CONCLUSION

“If we have learned anything during COVID-19, it is that we do not have sustainable and systemic support for domestic abuse” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2022) (Nicole Jacobs, Domestic Abuse Commissioner for England and Wales). The demand for better communication networks and community support will coordinate new ways to face the back log of the pandemic and build a more efficient system to respond to domestic abuse.
The literature review talks about the legislative law policies in place to reduce domestic abuse crimes and to highlight how to identify them. The needs across England and Wales vary due to different social needs. With only “one in ten local authorities had a specialist service for Black, Asian and racially minoritised people” (Dawsey-Hewitt, 2022).
The government plans to put in place new measures to reduce perpetrators reoffending by “investing £75 million on directly addressing abusers’ behaviour, as part of an overall £81 million for tackling perpetrators over the next 3 years” (Home Office, 2022). The budget includes the possibility of developing a register for domestic abuse perpetrators which would require personal data, such as, current address or any joint bank account information. Another option is to increase the use of electronic tags prison leavers to reduce further possible risk to women and girls with more police support to help identify and reduce risk.
Another possibility is increasing the National Domestic Abuse Helpline funding, which has an estimated average of 15,000 more users increase quarterly.
Further plans include education for children and young people. Teachers will take responsibility for delivering healthy relationship workshops. Increased access information relating to domestic abuse signs and the promotion of Clare’s Law for the prevention of previous perpetrators gaining access to new victims.
The idea is to train healthcare professionals to progressively recognise domestic abuse victims enabling them to provide referrals to champion the individual to get back a normal life with directed support for their physical, social and emotional needs (Home Office, 2022).
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Figure 6: People of Mixed ethnicity were more likely to experience domestic
abuse than people of Black or Asian ethnicity

Prevalence of domestic abuse in the last year for adults aged 16 to 74 years, by ethnicity and sex, England and
Wales, year ending March 2020
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Figure 8: Those with a disability were more likely to experience domestic
abuse than those without

Prevalence of domestic abuse in the last year for adults aged 16 to 74 years, by disability and sex, England and
Wales, year ending March 2020
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Figure 2: Sexual assault estimated by the survey decreased in the last year

Prevalence of sexual assault in the last year for adults aged 16 to 50 years and 16 to 74 years, England and Wales,
year ending March 2005 to year ending March 2020
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Figure 7: Separated or divorced people were more likely to experience
domestic abuse

Prevalence of domestic abuse in the last year for adults aged 16 to 74 years, by marital status and sex, England
and Wales, year ending March 2020
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Figure 1: For the past three years the total number of offences
fagged as domestic abuse-rlated has increased compared with
the corresponding month i the previous year
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Figure 11 Those g in 3 single-parent household were more
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Figure 14: The majority of domestic homicide victims were aged 25 to 34
years

Percentage of homicide victims by homicide-type and age, England and Wales, year ending March 2017 to March
2019
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