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A guide to Abrahamic sights of influence within the City of London.
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[bookmark: _Toc8925493]Aim of the document.
This document aims to highlight a minimum of three sights of interest in London, each of which referring to one form of Abrahamic faith. These faiths include Islam, Christianity and Judaism.
In 2016 the Office of National Statistics (ONS) estimated the population of Greater London to be 8,787,892 making London the largest city in the United Kingdom (UK) whilst also being the largest city within the European Union (EU) followed by Berlin. (N/A, 2019)
Due to London’s metropolitan and industrial history a diverse ethnic and religious is to be expected, with London itself being the most religiously diverse region within the UK with over 62% identifying as one of the three Abrahamic religions. (Statistics, 2011) However, historically London has been regarded as primarily Christian with over fifty churches within the City of London alone claiming to St Paul’s Cathedral, Southwark Cathedral and Westminster Abbey.

[bookmark: _Toc8925494]Sights covered.
This booklet shall provide a study guide to the following tights of religious interest:
· Christianity- Westminster Abbey
· [bookmark: _Hlk8810313][bookmark: _Hlk8743220]Islam- Baitul Futuh Mosque of the Ahmadiyya Community
· Judaism- Bevis Marks Synagogue
Each of these places of worship shall be disguised in their relevant sections alongside opening times, directions via tube, cost (if applicable) and any additional information of interest.

[bookmark: _Toc8737949][bookmark: _Toc8925495]Directions and mode of transport.
Within London there are numerous transport options such as Uber, Lyft, Taxi, Buss, Cycling, walking and underground. For the purpose of convenience, the underground shall be used as the main form of transport seconded by walking. Each section outlines the stations needed in order to reach each destination, in addition all sections to an allocated Annex outlining the routes needed in order to reach the destinations to be used in accordance with the written directions.

[bookmark: _Toc8925496]What is an Abrahamic Faith?
The term Abrahamic faith encompasses the monotheistic religions which follow the belief in the covernant created between God and Abraham that they worship God alone and in return God would preserve, protect and multiply their descendants. The Jewish people argue this covernant refer to their people alone, whereas Christianity and Islam believe the message of God is for all and is not to be kept secret. Within the scriptures, Abraham was promised that he would become the father of many nations. These nations are the people who are now called Jews, Christians, and Muslims who are monotheists, meaning they believe I one God and one God alone.
The common core of Abraham’s story is his faith and obedience to the call of God. It is expressed in the Jewish and Christian traditions in a verse of the book of Genesis. In this verse, God calls to Abraham, and he replies, “Here I am” (Genesis 1:22), and in the Qur’an, 2:131, which states “When his Lord said to him: Surrender! he said: I have surrendered to the Lord of the Worlds.” 
Another act of Abraham that belongs to the core story is that God told him in a dream to sacrifice his son. He and his son were prepared to obey this divine command, but God redeemed the sacrifice with a magnificent ram. This within the monotheistic religions is taken to mean that God does not wish for human sacrifice, only the obedience of his devotees. Where Islam deviates from this tradition is in the account of which son Abraham is told to sacrifice. The Biblical account states the son to be sacrificed was Isaac, while the Qur’an states that it was the first-born son Ishmael. (Explorers, 2013)

[bookmark: _Toc8925497][image: ]Christianity in London.
Formerly known as Sr Peter’s Abbey, Westminster Abbey is among one of the most recognisable religious London landmarks and the traditional place of ceremonies associated with the British Monarchy including coronation, burial and marriage. Having been built in the 13th -16th centuries the Gothic Abbey (as seen in figure 1 seen right) contains the tombs of kings and queens passed, memorials to the famous, Oil paintings, stain glass windows, carvings among much more. (Westminster, 2019)

[bookmark: _Toc8925498] History of the Abbey.
Within the early 11th century King Edward (Edward the Confessor) established the monarchy’s royal palace along the banks of the river Thames close to the Benedictine monastery we know today to be Westminster Abbey. Edward decided to re-endow and reconstruct the old abbey in honour of the Apostle St Peter and later became known as the “west minster” in order to distinguish from St Pauls Cathedral. However, the king fell ill and was unable to attend the inauguration ceremony and died days later. His remains to this day still lie in the catacombs of the church. (Westminster, 2019) Figure 3

Within his reign King Henry lll decided renovation of the abbey was necessary, therefor within the 13th century the Gothic style of the Abbey was constructed in line with the French age of Cathedrals. Within this time, the Abbey was designed to not only be a place of worship but of ceremony also; both practices which are conducted today. Whilst these renovations were made, aspects of Edward the Confessor’s design still remain through the round arches and monk’s quarter. (Westminster, 2019)
[bookmark: _Toc8737952][bookmark: _Toc8925499] Monuments and Memorials.
[image: ]Since 1066 all coronations and burials have been conducted at the Abbey and to this day the original coronation chair survives which is sill used to this day and may be seen within the Abbey (figure 2 left) with the exception of Edward V and Edward Vlll who abdicated in order to marry a divorced American.
[image: ]Whilst over 3,000 are buried within the cloisters of the Abbey, it also payed tribute to over 600 people of notable influence through tablets and sculpture as seen within areas such as the notable Poets Corner, such as William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Charles Dickens and Dylan Thomas. (pictured in figure 3 right) (Editors, 2018) Figure 4


[bookmark: _Toc8925500]The Abbey in recent history.Figure 5

On June 6th 1997 the funeral of Princess Diana Princess of Wales was held at the Abbey after an unfortunate accident in Paris six days earlier, however unlike previous royal funerals at the Abbey, her body is not buried within the abbey but in a mausoleum at her family’s ancestral home Anthrop. (N/A, 1997) (Editors, 2018) 
In June of 2009 the first major work in over 250 years was proposed t take place within the Abbey, however in August of 2010 the decision was made not to continue with the addition of the Corona. In more recent years the Queens Diamond jubilee ceremony and the wedding of Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge took place within the walls of the Abbey.
[bookmark: _Toc8925501]Visitor information.

	[bookmark: _Hlk8917949]Ticket Type
	Cost

	Adult
	£21

	Student
	£18

	Senior
	£18

	Child
Family
(1 adult 1 child)
	£9
£21


[bookmark: _Toc8925502] Admission Costs:
	[bookmark: _Hlk8918174]
Day
	Monday-Friday
	Wednesday Lates
	Saturday (May- August)
	Saturday (September- April)
	Sunday

	Times
	9:30-3:30
	4:30-6:00
	9:00-3:00
	9:00-1:00
	Open for Services only.


All tickets to this must be bought in advance or through the Abbey store. 
Tours run thought the day at an additional cost of £7. These tours are led                                                           a Verger of the Abbey and allow access to sections of the Abbey not available for visitation with the normal tour. However, this tour is only available in English and numbers for such tours are limited due to the popularity. In addition, these tours are only available at set times, which are stated on the day.
A multimedia guide is available to be downloaded at no cost on arrival at the abbey and contains audio commentary on aspects of the Abbey whilst also being available in fourteen languages. (Westminster, 2019)
[bookmark: _Toc8925503]Getting to the Abbey.
· Depart at 9AM
· Take the Victoria line to Green Park Station,
· Depart Green Park station and head to Jubilee line to Westminster Station,
· Exit station and walk south on Parliament St towards Bridge St,
· Turn left on to Little George St,
· Left again on to Broad Sanctuary,
· Turn right and destination shall be on the right.

[bookmark: _Toc8925504]Islam in London.
The Muslim population within London is the second largest religion following behind Christianity; according to the 2001 census 8.5% of the general population identified themselves as Muslim. Since then the population has grown. In comparison with national demographic figures whilst 14% of the United Kingdom’s population lives in London, today over 40% of the Muslim population live in England and Wales live in London  (N/A, 2008)
It is believed the first known Muslims to settle in London sailors from the 19th century who had served in both the British and British Indian army. The wave of immigration which followed the Second World War also encouraged many to emigrate from former commonwealth countries. Today however London’s Muslim population finds its routs in a large variety of countries whilst also pertaining to a small but growing number of converts. However, this influx has often led to community relations particularly within the East End of London. (Milmo, 2006)
[bookmark: _Toc8925505][bookmark: _Toc8814386]Baitul Futuh Mosque of the Ahmadiyya Community[image: ]
[image: ] The Morden Mosque is believed to be the largest mosque in Western Europe with a capacity for over 14,000 people. The 5.2-acre site was transformed from a former desolate bottling plant to a fully functional working mosque in the years between 1996 and 2003. Costing approximately £15 million to build, all funds were raised through donations from the Ahmadiyya community. (Editors, 2011) Its done which is 16m in diameter reaches an astonishing 23m above ground level and is situated above the men’s prayer hall. Inside the dome an inscription from the Qur’an reads “‘Aye! It is in the remembrance of Allah that hearts can find comfort’.” (Editors, 2011) Figure 6

[bookmark: _Toc8925506]History of the movement.
The community ism a sect within Islam which originated from India in 1889 and founded by  Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. Currently the movement has an estimated practitioner population of between 10-15 million. (Comunity, n.d.)
The headquarters of the moment has been located within the United Kingdom since 1984 and has within recent months been moved to Tilford. (Comunity, 2019)Figure 7

[bookmark: _Toc8925507]The Community in London.
The community which pertains to prances thought the Uk has been established within the UK since 1913 in Europe’s oldest purpose-built mosque. The community which stans for education, integration and interfaith peace dedicates itself to reviving the true Islamic beliefs by following the teachings of who they believe to be the true prophesised messiah – Hazrat Ghulam Ahmad. He rejected the notion of a violent Jihad whilst emphasising the need for respect to all religions, obedience to the law on f the land in which they reside, and equality for mankind. (Community, 2018) 
[bookmark: _Toc8925508]Recent History.
In September of 2015 a large fire broke out in a building adjacent to the main mosque. Over 10 fire engines were called to control the blaze which lasted over five hours. The majority of the building was unscathed however the majority of damage occurred on at the front of the complex and did not affect the majority of the mosque itself.  Whilst the majority of damage was external to the mosque extensive structural damage lead to aspects of demolition work over several months leading to completion in 2017. (Editors, 2015)

[bookmark: _Toc8925509]Visitor information.
There is no cost to visiting the mosque however a voluntary donation is appreciated.
Organising a visit to this sight entails emailing the following email:
ExternalAffairs@ahmadiyya.org.uk
Visits to this sight may vary according to the form of visit. When visiting the sight as an academic group a tour is often provided by a member of the community alongside a question and answer session.  An additional options part of the tour consists of viewing one of the five daily prayer sessions through a gallery within the men’s prayer hall in addition to a meal provided by the mosque chef and a visit to the shop available on the preemies.IMPORTANT:  Modest dress is appreciated when visiting and all shoes are to be removed upon entrance to the Mosque building.


[bookmark: _Toc8925510]Getting to the mosque.
· Take the Northern line to Morden via Bank,
· Leave Morden station,
· Walk south-west towards London Rd,
· Turn left at London Rd,
· Turn right onto London Rd,
· Turn left onto Baitul Futuh Ave, destination should be on the left.





[bookmark: _Toc8925511][image: ]Judaism in London.
The Jewish community within the United Kingdom can be traced back as far as the 11th century following the Norman conquest of 1066. Those who arrived within the early Norman period often fulfilled the role of bankers and merchants as Christians were at the time, forbidden rom lending money at an interest. (BBC, 2006) 
However, in 1920 King Edward expelled all Jews from England untill the rule of Oliver Cornwell in 1656 when a small group of Jews was found out and no retribution occurred. Figure 8

The expulsion is believed to be caused due to the resentment of wealth, the belief that Jewish people were responsible for the death of Jesus and Blood Libels. As the people began to turn on the Jewish community within the United Kingdom as did the King, resulting in Edward placing a substantial tax on the Jewish people. Whilst some, according to scholars fled the UK many converted to Christianity in order to avoid further persecution. (BBC, 2006) During the time of Cromwell’s re-admission the Portuguese Jewish community was being expelled from Spain and as a result may fled to the UK  alongside those from Holland and Spain and therefore became far more integrated in to British society bringing with them great financial benefits. (Holmes, 2011)
Whilst the community following its return practiced in homes and private estates, it was not untill 1701 when the community felt confident enough in their standing in the UK to open their first official Synagogue which is still in use today- Bevis Marks. (BBC, 2006)
In 2001 around 267,000 identified themselves as Jewish whereas in 2011 approximately 149,000 identified as Jewish suggesting a drastic decline in those who identify as Jewish within the UK. It is unclear however, if this is due to conversion or emigration. (Statistics, 2011) (BBC, 2006)
Figure 9

[bookmark: _Toc8925512]The Bevis Marks Synagogue.
[image: ]Bevis Marks Synagogue is the oldest fully functioning synagogue in Europe with routs dating back as far as the early 18th century. Prior to the construction of the synagogue services were practiced elsewhere untill a continuous growth in attendance made it possible for the denomination to obtain more land and funding for the building of a more permanent home which began in February of 1699 .Between the years of 1738 and 1993 the building has sustained damage of multiple forms of damage from fire damage to London Blitz damage and targeting by the IRA however the essential structure of the building remains intact to this day. 
A major feature of this synagogue is the ark which is located at the eastern wall of the building as is tradition within the Judaic tradition. Made entirely of oak the ark contains the Torah scrolls which include the first five books of Moses as is believe within the religion. The scroll is removed from the ark thrice weekly in the presence of a quorum of 10 men. All features within the synagogue have a form of symbolism, from the twelve pillars supporting the womens gallery representing the twelve tribes, to the seven brass candelabras representing the Shabbat. (Comunity, 2019)

[bookmark: _Toc8925513]Visitor Information.

	Day
	Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
	Tuesday, Friday
	Sunday

	Time 
	10:30-2:00 
	10:30-1:100
	10:30-12:30


[bookmark: _Toc8925514]Admission:
	Ticket Type
	Cost

	Adult
	£5

	Senior
	£4

	Child
	£2.50


 Groups are welcome to visit the synagogue however they must contact the establishment beforehand through the following means-
· maurice@shphardi.org.uk
· 02076211188

[bookmark: _Toc8925515]Getting to the Synagogue.
· Take the Metropolitan line to Aldgate,
· Exit station,
· Walk South-west on Aldgate High St towards Minories
· Turn right towards DukesIMPORTANT:  Modest dress is appreciated when visiting and all males are required to wear a Kippah/ head covering.

· Repeat above instruction
· Turn left onto Heneage Ln
· Destination on the right

No images are permitted within the Synagogue.

Useful information.
· Visit London- https://www.visitlondon.com/
· Tube Transport for London- https://tfl.gov.uk/maps/track/tube
· TripAdvisor-  https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/SmartDeals-g186338-London_England-Hotel-Deals.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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[bookmark: _Toc8925517]Images.
Figures 3,5,6,7,8 are taken from the authors personal collection.
Figure 1- https://salamislam.com/pillars/unity-all-monotheistic-faiths
Figure 2 - https://www.essaywriting.expert/monotheistic-religions-essay/
Figure 4- https://shop.westminster-abbey.org/inside-stories/post/coronation-chair/
Figure 9 - http://www.europeofdiasporas.eu/points-of-interest/bevis-marks-synagogue



[bookmark: _Toc8925518]Annex 1 – Map to Westminster Abbey.
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[bookmark: _Toc8925519]Annex 2 – Map to Baitul Futuh Mosque of the Ahmadiyya Community.
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[bookmark: _Toc8925520]Annex 3- Map to New West End Synagogue
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