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Critically evaluate an international humanitarian organisation that works within the area of poverty that values human dignity and human rights.
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Poverty is a major issue that is heavily covered by the media. Poverty can come in a variety of different forms, for example food, income water access etc, with this essay focusing on poverty associated with hunger. Food is considered a basic need by researchers such as Maslow (1954), as cited in Lester (2013), who using his hierarchy of needs theorises that with a lack of food we cannot progress in life. There is an abundance of international  humanitarian organisations who aim to deal with poverty and the issues relating to it, such as Concern Worldwide, also known as Concern, which is the organisation being reviewed. Concern Worldwide was established in 1968 in Ireland, they operate in the poorest countries around the world. Their main focus is to tackle hunger in those who are living in poverty and hunger, according to their official site, is the world’s largest health problem today. Around 795 million people in developing countries struggle to eat. The organisation will be critically reviewed and analysed in terms of how they deal with poverty as well as strengths and weaknesses of their approach. How well the organisation deals with human rights and dignity will also be examined.
Humanitarian organisations main purposes are to provide aid to people and areas who have been affected by both natural and man-made disasters. Worldwide concern aims to tackle poverty in hunger in these areas around the world. Poverty can be defined in a multitude of ways such as people lacking basic necessities and also a denial of opportunities  and choice needed for a person to progress through life. The organisation needs to maintain  human rights and dignity when dealing with people experiencing poverty, poverty-related issues have an estimated annual death toll around 18 million (Pogge, 2005). 
Concern Worldwide needs to maintain a sense of human rights, i.e. a person’s rights as a human being which they are entitled to, and maintain a person’s sense of dignity, i.e. their self respect and self-worth. This organisation demonstrates on their website how they receive, spend and use money to help people experiencing poverty. The Organisation even publishes documents where they attempt to show their understanding of poverty and what they classify as extreme poverty. While they do not explicitly say how they mange and deal with human rights and dignity, it can be seen through their work and in their success stories. Concern also aims to achieving and contributing towards the Millennium Development Goals, i.e. reducing poverty rates. This means they are addressing the rights people have to have adequate health and well-being and providing food to people. This shows that they are not only concerned with one issue exclusively and aim to provide people with their most basic needs and rights.
There are many cases where the positive aspects of this organisation can be observed. For example, their aim is to work with the poorest people in the world in order for them to change their lives and tackle hunger in a long-lasting way. They appear to do this through their programmes providing people in poverty-stricken areas with education and even access to healthcare. This shows that Concern seeks to maintain people’s sense of dignity and human rights as they provide opportunities and services that the people in need are entitled to as human beings. Providing knowledge to parents on how to avoid malnutrition in children, providing access to clean water, educating communities on good hygiene as well as using feeding programmes to mothers and children can all contribute to making people’s lives better and provide knowledge on how to maintain these improvements.
In contrast, there are also criticism associated with humanitarianism organisations, for example, there is a concern in the way these organisations spend the money they receive through donations. Many people can be reluctant to give money to charities and humanitarian organisations as sometimes it is unclear where the money goes and what it is used for. In a paper published by Light (2003) people were interviewed on their views on charities and the money they receive, the finding showing that 20% of the participants thought that organisations received too much money and only 8% though they do not receive enough money to aid people in need.
 Concern attempts to eradicate any of these fears by providing figures and reports on how and where they spend the money they have through donations and information on their transparency accounts. For example, 89.9% is used for their overseas programmes, 7.4% goes towards fundraising, 2.5% is for policy. Advocacy and campaigning and governance uses the final 0.2%. This appears to be a positive for the organisation as they attempt to be as honest as they can which may influence people to keep donating money to their good cause. 
On the other hand, after checking information found on the website there are some inconsistencies in some of their figures throughout. For example, as they stated previously on one page that 89.9% of donations are spent on overseas programmes. On another page they state that only 87.4% of donations are spent. This can be an issue as these organisations, if untruthful, will be unlikely to receive the money they need in order to provide the humanitarian relief that people need.
An example of some of the work Concern does is in Ethiopia. Concern Worldwide published the document in 2011 demonstrating the feeding programme running to improve the nutritional status of those experiencing a lack of food. While stating their results of the programme, they also show testimonies from the people who have benefited from said programme. One testimony comes from a 21-year-old divorcee and a mother of a 2-year-old in Bugina woreda can illustrate the positive impact these programmes have on people. She states that thanks to the programme run by concern her son now has gained weight, when he was previously severely underweight, and she now has access to food on a regular basis. Statements such as these show that people’s dignity and health are restored and improved by such programmes while being provided with basic rights such as food.
One downfall of programmes and donations to poverty rife countries can include dependence on charities and non-government funded organisations such as Concern Worldwide. Asante-Mensah (2007), as cited in Kovacs and Spens (2009), found in their research that local authorities in the country’s relief was provided in became dependent on organisations to solve issues, such as poverty and disaster relief, instead of dealing with issues themselves. 
However, while humanitarian organisations do provide essential aid and help to those who need it, there are still weaknesses and critiques in the way they operate. Concern Worldwide adopts a rights-based approach to tackling poverty. Darcy (2004) offers criticism of these approaches stating they introduce political ‘Trojan Horse’ meaning that these organisations could provide conflict in the humanitarian action necessary to aid people. It is argued that these rights-based organisations do not operate on the ground and do not experience any consequence when conflict with their policy arises. It is unclear if these particular issues have had an impact on Concern Worldwide, but awareness of them should be highlighted.
There are also risks of incompatibility of agendas within the organisation, i.e. a human rights-based approach may not work when combined with the humanitarian nature of the organisation. This could possibly result in a conflict of priorities which could cause major problems and extreme cases may have an impact on maintaining dignity.  Darcy (2004) also suggests that this mutual incompatibility could hinder maintaining a humanitarian approach and providing and maintaining human rights. Concern may experience this at some point in time when dealing with poverty and being made aware of these issues could be beneficial for dealing with these issues in the future.
In conclusion, humanitarian organisations all have the common aim to help those in need. Poverty is a global crisis and the work Concern do, no matter the flaws and criticisms, seems to be working in an appropriate way that allows people to maintain their rights and human beings and their own personal sense of dignity. Organisation publishing articles, research and reports on their figures and their work shows that they do make some attempts to show how they work and how they help people experiencing difficulties, i.e. poverty, in a way that provides people opportunities to stay out of poverty and other difficulties.
Concern Worldwide has illustrates through their articles and case studies that they put their money to good use and have even received testimonies of people in their programmes that show that said programmes are effective in improving people’s lives. Humanitarian organisations should continue to be as honest as they possibly can to avoid negativity associated with issue on funding, so that people can continue to donate and see, through stories published by these organisations, that there money really is helping people who need to be helped. Both human rights and dignity should be heavily considered when dealing with disasters and epidemics, such as poverty, when providing humanitarian relief as people deserve the opportunities to improve their situation and give them tools to further improve themselves.
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