Assessment
For my dissertation, I have decided that my topic of study will be situated within the field of nautical archaeology more specifically, looking at how the advancements in technology available to archaeologists and their application to the field of study, because of this I have decided that the title of my research project will be “what are the new technologies that archaeologists use and are they relevant to nautical archaeology today?”. The reason why I have chosen this title, is because with the advancement of the technology available to archaeologists it has resulted in many new methods and techniques being implemented into every aspect of archaeology, however due to the specific nature of nautical archaeology it can be argued that some of these new technologies aren’t relevant to the field of study. The overall goal of my investigation is to identify what methods are being implemented within the field of archaeology as well as the techniques that were already in use, in addition to this I also hope to assess if these new techniques have any relevance to nautical archaeology and if so how. In order to support my findings during this investigation I also intend on using some of the new technologies and compare the outcome of this to what may have occurred if I were to undergo the same process using older methods.
 The reason why I have chosen this area of study to focus on my dissertation, is due to the fact that with recent funding cuts to services due to austerity in the United Kingdom has resulted in over seven billion pounds of funding being cut to education over seven years as of 2011 as reported by the independent in January 2019 (https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/labour-angela-rayner-funding-cuts-department-for-education-damian-hinds-a8726151.html 11/10/2019) and with around 15% of funding for education being received by universities, according data that has been collected during the UUK analysis of HESA figures taken from universities in 2015-16 (Marenbon 2018), it is not only within education that the humanities struggle with retaining government funding with “the government’s research excellence framework (Ref)” (https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/dec/05/our-research-funding-system-is-shortchanging-the-humanities 11/10/19) it is believed that in the next Ref, which will occur in 2021, the impact of work outside of universities will only count towards a quarter of the whole score, (https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/dec/05/our-research-funding-system-is-shortchanging-the-humanities 11/10/19) this data brings the question of what methods and techniques which will be available for humanities institutes due to the lack of funding available. In addition to this, due to there being many advancements in all aspects of archaeology such as in, material dating, non-invasive surveying and preservation techniques, I have decided that the area I am going to focus on will be reconstruction I have decided to look into this area because with the advancements in digital technology it has allowed archaeologists to not only record the material uncovered during excavation, but also to reconstruct material and archaeological sites in a way that previously was unthought of. Another reason as to why I have decided to chose this topic of study, is that I have prior experience with reconstructing objects as well as experience working with the software that is required for digital reconstruction, which would allow me to have a clear understanding of the processes required during reconstruction. Alongside these reasons I am undergoing a digital reconstruction of a ship, due to the fact that if I underwent a physical reconstruction by myself I would be unable to complete my task within the allotted time frame, in addition to spatial issues by having a digital reconstruction I will be able to reconstruct a large object without worrying about having to assign a large space where in which it would need to be stored.
In order to complete this project, I have started to undergo an extensive desktop survey in order to gain as much information as possible on digital reconstruction as well as shipbuilding techniques, to do this I have looked at the British Museum’s Encyclopaedia of underwater and maritime archaeology which has helped me gain a greater understanding about the nature of the archaeology found at maritime sites as well as the state of the material found which may be reconstructed, in order to build upon this understanding I also looked at Johnathan Adam’s A Maritime Archaeology of ships, going through this textbook has allowed me to understand how archaeologists engage with nautical archaeology and how they engage with the nautical vessels in both the context of a technological object as well as a factor for social change, in order to improve upon my knowledge of both nautical vessels as well as maritime archaeology as a whole I intend to look into more articles detailing the anatomy of ships as well as looking into articles and academic research into maritime archaeology in order to gain a greater insight into how archaeologists interact with these types of sites in addition to how they engage with the material that is uncovered. In order to undergo a reconstruction of an object, I firstly had to choose what kind of object to be reconstruct and after consultation with my supervisor I had decided to reconstruct a ship Magor Pill which is a medieval shipwreck found on the coast of Gwent Levels, through looking at The Magor Pill Medieval Wreck by Nigel Nayling I was able to find line drawings of the ship which I will be able to use to create a digital reconstruction on. Another issue that I encountered was the kind of software to use when undergoing the reconstruction, the options that I had were Agisoft and Rhino software both of which were suited for digital reconstruction, however due to my familiarity with Rhino I decided to use this program to undergo my reconstruction, in the future I hope to be able to consult more articles concerning the Magor Pill as well as manuals detailing how I might be able to produce an accurate reconstruction of this using Rhino and how this technology can be applied to nautical archaeology.
Overall, I expect that from this study that I will be able to identify new technologies which are available to archaeologists as a whole and that in some instances these new technologies will be relevant to Nautical archaeologists as well as being able to produce an example of this by producing my own digital reconstruction of an archaeological object.
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