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A MODEST MANIFESTO
FOR MUSEUMS

i i ake me
I love museums and I am not alone in finding that they m =
ith each passing day. I take museums very Serious Y,

happier w s me to angry, forceful thoughts. But I

i lead
and that sometimes ) .
do not have it in me to speak about museums with Mﬂm gt
. i . Mos
childhood there were very few museums 1n Istanbu

&

i i nt office
n world, they were places with an air of a waéﬁ:Mm e
p : ; in the backstreets
all museums in t
ut them. Later, the sm “ >
- ities led me to realize that museums just lik
1 . i
individuals. That is not to understate
politan Museum of Art,

European ¢
novels—can also speak for
the importance of the Louvre, the Metro T
the Topkap: Palace, the British Museum, the H.m._ 1

— table treasures of humankind. But I am
al institutions being used as
1d explore and

Museums—all veri
against these precious monument .
blueprints for future museums. .Eﬁm.mcﬁm EApoma
universe and humanity of the new an :

“Western nations. The

uncover the
emerging from increasingly wealthy non e
im of big, state-sponsored museums, on the other \ ‘_u.mnma‘m
» i innocent 0 ;
resent the state. This is neither a good nor an innoce i

I would like to outline my thoughts in order:

l_ Large national museums such as the Louvre and the Her-

mitage took shape and turned into essential tourist desti-
nations alongside the opening of royal and imperial palaces to
the public. These institutions, now national symbols, present
the story of the nation—history, in a word—as being far more
important than the stories of individuals. This is unfortunate
because the stories of individuals are much better suited to dis-
playing the depths of our humanity.

We can see that the transitions from palaces to national
museums and from epics to novels are parallel processes.
Epics are like palaces and speak of the heroic exploits of the old

kings who lived in them. National museums, then, should be like
novels; but they are not.

We don’t need more museums that try to construct the
historical narratives of a society, community, team, nation,
state, tribe, company, or species. We all know that the ordinary,

everyday stories of individuals are richer, more humane, and
much more joyful.

A Demonstrating the wealth of Chinese, Indian, Mexican,

Iranian, or Turkish history and culture is not an issue—it
must be done, of course, but it is not difficult to do. The real chal-
lenge is to use museums to tell, with the same brilliance, depth,

and power, the stories of the individual human beings living in
these countries.
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