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The aim of this report was to conclude whether the criminal liability age of 10 years is the correct age. There has been a wide range of opinions through discussion when it comes to the matter of criminal liability at the age of 10 years. Some have disagreed when it comes to the law and have given their opinions concluding that if a child aged 10 is convicted it can be “damaging towards the future and development of a child”. Then on the other hand others have agreed that the law is situated at the correct age down to the purpose of punishment being there when it is needed and also the child being able to learn and to be helped by groups such as the Youth Offending Team, which they are there to also help the families of the youth offenders. 
The current responsible age for criminal liability in Wales and England is aged 10 and is officially the youngest age of criminal liability throughout Europe and can be seen as extremely low by international standards. The law was established in 1963 by the Young Persons Act. In the year of 1963, when the act was brought in the law raised the age from 8 to then the current 10 years old.
Even though the age is young, crimes at this age still occur. As you can see in the graph below crime under the age of 18 has fallen almost in the range of 200,000 offences and 2000 children since the year of 2008. This is an extremely good progress and can be down to the fact that young children are strongly being made aware of the punishments and possible crime within their local area. This can be done through talks in school or to the minors parent/guardian educating them.
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According to the Prison Reform Trust, ‘at the end of May 2018 there were 894 children in custody, 47 children were aged 14 or younger’. So this then suggests that 95% of the children in custody are over the age of 14 and there is a very small amount of convictions (5%) given under the age of 14 down to 10 years old, making very little demand. 
When it comes to facilities for children to utilise within their time of the sentence they seem to be very limited and not at the correct standards, the Prison Reform Trust also states that ‘time spent in education and training in young offender institutions remains limited. Last year children spent less than 14 hours a week on average in education’. This is an extremely negative side when it comes to giving children a criminal liability at a young age, they miss out on school due to being in an institution and only receive on average 14 hours per week on their education. If the age was raised, younger children would still have to opportunity to be in school where they would get a total of 25 hours in education not including their breaks, states Long. R, Parliament UK. This can have an effect when it comes to the minor being released as they could possibly be behind in the education system.
When children are situated in an institution it is the youth justice systems job to prevent such minors to offend again, to do this they introduce the children to the Youth Offending Team (YOT).
The youth offending teams are apart of the local council. The YOT is put into place to help and supervise minors throughout the process of arrest, court, the institutions and even when they are released to have supervision at home with the minor and their families. They also look into the background of a child to help them keep away from other crimes during their time at the institution and for their time after their period of being in an institution.  
This is usually a very helpful strategy when it comes to supervising minors in an institution as it can make them feel supported.
In conclusion there are large amounts of factors to show that in some cases the current age of 10 years old is too young to be placed into an institution. These factors would be that the majority of the youngest ages that crimes committed are on average at the age of 14. So society then argues that 14 years old should be the age of criminal liability. Another factor to suggest that it should be raised, is that the education given through out their time spent in an institution is not at a level of where a child in a normal school environment would be at, as the hours spent in education at an institution are very limited.  
In opinion of Allen. R he suggests that there should be more funding to help with talks in schools from the YOT, to be able to prevent such crimes at a young age. The YOT are currently doing extremely well when giving support to youth offenders but needed to be funded more for when it comes to educating children to prevent them from entering the system. 
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