CSEN 6003: CHAUCER’S COMIC TALES 


The module will focus on Chaucer's  exploration of the comic mode in six of The Canterbury Tales together with the broader context of  The Prologue. These are ‘ The Shipman's Tale’ (traditional fabliau);  the opening group A texts: ‘Knight’s Tale’ (Romance), ‘Miller’s Tale’ (fabliau revision of KT) , ‘Reve’s Tale’ (fabliau revision of MT); ‘The Nun's Priest's Tale’ (mock heroic), ‘The Pardoner's Tale’ (satire on church corruption)
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TIMETABLE 

	Week
	Text(s)
	Focus 

	1
	THE PROLOGUE 
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/gp/
	Introduction to the medieval world

	2
	Visit to Roderick Bowen Library:
· reading medieval manuscripts;
· reading images;
· reading middle English.

	The Canterbury Tales: a facsimile and transcription of the Hengwrt Manuscript, with variants from the Ellesmere Manuscript 
Reading medieval literature  

	3
	THE SHIPMAN'S TALE
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/shipt 
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/shipt/silver.html 
	The Traditional Fabliau:  
Satire of money and sex; attitudes towards class and gender. 

	4
	
Reading week	 (17 - 21 February)


	5
	KNIGHT’S TALE 
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/knight  http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/gp.htm 
	Politics of class and genre: aristocratic control and death 
Group A texts 

	6
	MILLER’S TALE 
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/milt 
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/miller.mp3

	Politics of class and genre: the disruption and sensuality of the peasantry
Group A texts

	7
	REEVE’S TALE (and fragmentary COOK’S TALE )
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/rvt 
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/reeve.mp3 
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/cookt 
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/cook.mp3
 
	Politics of class and genre:  managerial repositioning and nihilism 
Group A texts 
Conclusion of discussion

	8
	THE NUN'S PRIEST'S TALE http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/nunspri 
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/nunspriest.htm 
	Politics, predestination and the Peasant’s revolt: the mock heroic:

	
Easter break ( 28 May- 22 April): Assessment 1 -Comedy as disruption

	9
	THE PARDONER'S TALE
http://sites.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/canttales/pardt
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/pardoner.htm 

	Satires of religion, money and death:
exploring the confessional

	10
	Seminar discussion
	The nature of Chaucerian comedy.

	11
	Seminar discussion
	Issues of class and gender.in Chaucerian comedy:

	12
	
End of term: Assessment 2 - debates in Chaucerian comedy 



 
