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Lesson Plan

	Topic: Introduction to Illustration: Charcoal and Organic Forms
	Class:
PCET PART-TIME MICROTEACH (Introduction to Illustration)

	Date:
24/11/2025
	Length of lesson:
30 minutes
	Number of students:
7

	Resources required:

· Willow charcoal sticks, kneaded erasers, 200gsm  A2 paper, organic materials (plants, twigs, leaves), paper sandwich bags, table cloth, baby wipes



	Aim of Lesson

· The aim of the lesson is to introduce students to subject of illustration and observational drawings using charcoal.


	Learning Outcomes – The Learners Should Be Able To:

· Explain what illustration is 
· Define the terms observational drawing, tone and texture
· Discover mark making techniques using charcoal
· Create a series of observational illustrations



	Previous student knowledge required for the session:	

Students do not require previous knowledge as this is the first session to an introduction to illustration.


	Anticipated difficulties (if applicable):

· Students who do not have experience drawing or making may lack in confidence- to tackle this by introducing multiple drawing techniques and  I will aim to create a positive learning environment and to make the aim of the lesson achievable.
· Working with charcoal can be messy- anticipating this I will provide table coverings and wet wipes for students to clean their hands if needed.

	Professional Standards (where are these being met within the session)

· In my practice and with others I demonstrate commitment to learners, their learning, safety and wellbeing by making achievable objectives for the learners creating a supported environment where engagement is positively reinforced, using learners names. I will also employ icebreakers as a strategy, as learners are not familiar with one another yet, this will give opportunity to learn names. 
· I demonstrate dignity, courtesy and respect towards others by treating all learners equally and ensuring all have an equal opportunity to be heard by using open discussion and having equal access to materials. 
· In my practice and with others I plan and deliver effective learning, teaching and assessment by creating and planning an engaging learning environment where learners are able to be active participants as individuals and as members of collaborative groups. I am also employing multiple teaching strategies to give the lesson variation.
· In my practice and with others I understand the importance of the Welsh Culture and language as a bilingual nation by using Welsh artists as examples in the lesson and by greeting learners in Welsh to the best of my ability as a Welsh language learner.
· In my practice and with others I maintain and update knowledge of my subject and how best to teach and assess them by immersing myself into contemporary research and keeping abreast of developments in my own subject area, and conveying this through contemporary research into artists and practices.
· In my practice and with others I enable learners to share responsibility for their own learning and assessment by creating an independent task that encapsulates techniques taught, enabling student autonomy to express themselves creatively. Further, I will link this to professional industry standards in the realm of illustration by outlining the application of the lesson in the real world. This professional standard is further met by setting an extension homework task for students to bring into the next session. 




Lesson Detail:

	
Stage 
	
Focus
	
Strategy 
	
Time 
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Plenary/conclusion
 








	Introduction to lecturer and practice, outline key objectives for session.

Quick icebreaker- students to get to know one another 


















Strategy: Question and answer 




Strategy: Group discussion





Activity 1
Strategy : Think, pair share 








Strategy: Group discussion











Demonstration
Students to observe lecturer explaining drawing techniques







Activity 2- Strategy: workshop
Playing with charcoal.


Handout- explaining drawing techniques 



Material: charcoal, paper, leaves, paper bag with twigs, fern leaves, foliage, wildflowers 









































Activity 3- Independent work/ extended task










Summary and feedback, reflection on the session 











	· Lecturer will welcome students by greeting them in Welsh- shwmae, prynhawn dda pawb. 
· Lecturer will introduce herself to the class, sharing her background as an illustrator and mixed media artist
Icebreaker: name and animal you would be
Lecturer to share first- i.e. my name is Jane and I would be an elephant

Context: This is the first session of 6, in the Introduction to Illustration Module. This session is covering charcoal and organic forms, with a focus on observational drawing
Introduce objectives of the session- by the end of the session you will be able to: 
1- Explain what illustration is 
2- Define the terms tone, line and texture
3- Discover mark making techniques using charcoal 
4- Create a series of illustrations 


What is illustration?
Lecturer will explain what illustration is: the art of creating visual representations that communicates a concept or story through drawings, paintings or images. 


Establish entry knowledge  
Has anyone done drawing before? 
Has anyone worked with charcoal before? 

· On the whiteboard in the class, lecturer will write three key words; tone, observational drawing and texture. Lecturer to split class into pairs for them to research one key word. Students will be given 1 minute to get a brief description from their mobile phone.

1- Why do artists draw from life? 
Improves observational skills, capture form more accurately, build confidence and it is a base of most creative subjects, that’s why life drawing has been taught for centuries. Historical and artistic examples- Artists like Van Gogh often painted from life to gain understanding of surroundings. 
2- Why do we draw plants? Plants are static
3- Why use charcoal for observational drawing? 
Loose marks, achieve different line weight, forgiving, gestural, quick.


Lecturer will give a demonstrate the different ways to hold a charcoal stick, and the different effects that will give, for example, holding the charcoal at the top of the charcoal stick creates looser and more gestural marks. Discuss the importance of warm-up sketches, and drawing what you see and not what you think you see. 



Each learner will be given charcoal, paper, kneaded eraser and an envelope with organic material. Students instructed to draw only on one piece of paper, and that the drawings can overlap. Lecturer will use a timer for the challenges

1- Continuous line drawing – 
 Looking closely at their natural material, students to do a continuous line drawing looking at the overall shape without lifting their charcoal up. X 2 drawings (2 minute activity) [image: A drawing of a plant

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
2- Holding game- every 20 seconds or so lecturer will ask the students to change the way they are holding their charcoal stick. This will innovate the way the students can achieve different textures, line weights and tones by changing their hand position. (1.5 minutes) 
3- Blind drawing- draw without looking at the paper, focus on the object in front of student. As eyes follow the outline, the hand should guide the charcoal. (1 minute) 
4- Bilateral drawing- ref. Leonardo Da Vinci ambidextrous, working with two hands frees up the mind of worrying about every mark you make. And can strengthen observational skills. (2 minutes)
5- Limited marks. – using only 20 marks, students to draw what they see using only 20 marks to convey. (1 minute)
6- Dots- artists like Monet, George Seurat (Pointillism)  use dots to communicate their drawing. (2 minutes)


Lecturer will ask students to do a longer drawing the same piece of paper and students will be instructed to combine the drawing techniques learnt in the session; for example dot work and limited marks or continuous line and bilateral drawings.
This will give students opportunity to reflect and engage with techniques learnt in activity 1. 



Students will be asked a series of questions based off the session, to demonstrate what has been learnt and if the lesson has successfully met the aim and objectives outlined.

· What is illustration?
· Why do artists decide to use observational drawing in their practice?
· What is continuous line drawing?

For the next session: lecturer would like students to research 5 artists that use observational drawing in their practice and to complete one observational drawing at home to bring in for the next session. The next session will be looking at editorial illustration and creating a front cover for a magazine. 
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	Assessment Strategies: when and how are they included within the lesson?

· To garner an understanding of student’s entry knowledge, I will do a question and answer at the start of the session, asking if anyone has done observational drawing before and if they have worked with charcoal. I will briefly discuss objectives of the session, this will be referred back to at the end of the session. 
· The second strategy employed is think, pair and share, this enables students to do their own research and then feedback their findings to the wider group, assessing if they are engaging with the session. Each pair will be given a word to research and then share back with the group.
· Group discussion will be used as third strategy, prompting with open questions to gauge student’s understanding of still life drawing, this will aid in the workshop activity.
· Reflection and recap at the end of the session will draw on points discussed at the start, and it will assess if students have engaged and learnt from the session.







	Informal reflection (to be completed after the session)


· I felt really nervous at the start of the session, I could feel my hands shaking and I got into my own head about the delivery and trying to remember everything I wanted to say. Although I have over four years experience delivering workshops, I put more pressure on myself to get this lesson ‘perfect’, and to implement everything learnt during the lectures, especially after seeing a few micro teach sessions before me.
· Aware that I was nervous, I tried to calm myself down by taking deep breaths and reminding myself that I am well prepared and once the first few minutes had past I felt more comfortable talking and felt my excitement and passion for my subject come through a bit more. I know I stumbled and stuttered a few times, but I did try to compose myself and continue without. 
· I definitely catastrophised after the session, initially feeling it did not go well. But I recognise this and I identify that I did do elements of the session right. I was also reassured by my tutor and peers that it went well, and that they enjoyed my lesson.
· On my lesson plan, I wanted to start with an icebreaker for students to get to know me and each other, but as I was nervous I accidentally skipped over that part.
· I did establish entry knowledge, by asking if people had previous experience and asked open questions to create a group discussion, this lightened the dynamic.
· I adapted my lesson accordingly during the session, as I was initially going to do a think-pair and share activity, but after discussing I felt that it would not have been the best use of time. We brainstormed what the key words meant rather than getting the students to research on their phones and feedback. 
· I provided context and relevance of the session, stating the ways that this activity could be applied to their future practice and the professional benefits of observational drawing. 
· The practical activity/workshop section of my lesson was successful, students learnt about different drawing techniques 
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