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Appendix 1

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	 Date:   26/9/22
Time:   10am
Year Group:   Year 2

	Where and When: 
· Subject/AoLE – Numaracy and Mathematics (2,3,5 and 10 times tables).
· The lesson took place in the morning.
· Format of the lesson was 20:20:20, with students rotating between workstations.
· Students were calm and ready to learn.
· Student behaviour was good.
· The observed part of the lesson followed a whole class activity which introduced the topic area.

	What happened: 
· A group of 8 students were working with the Learning Support Assistant (LSA).
· Students were using counting blocks, tensticks and gloves to help practice their 2-, 3-, 5- and 10-times tables.
· While some of the students used the learning resources as they were intended, to assist their understanding of the topic area, two of the students chose to play with the blocks and tensticks instead, building towers.
· Students were clearly excited about being able to play with the learning resources.
· Although the LSA intervened on a few ocassions to attempt to focus the two students on the activity in hand, she largely let the students experiment with the resources.


	Areas of possible exploration: 
· Piaget and Vygotsky’s theories about the use of a constructivist approach to education.
· Cognitive overload – The potential for the introduction of an unmanageable number of stimuli, leading to confusion and distraction.


	Notes:
· Lesson was early in the morning, which meant that students were attentive, calm and receptive to the lesson.
· Students did not give the impression they were tired or hungry.
· When introducing the activity (with the whole class), students were engaged and showed some understanding of the topic area from previous lessons.
· 2-, 3-, 5- and 10-times tables appeared to be an appropriate level for the class, although there was a noticeable disparity between attainment levels of the students.
· The students identified in the research struggled with the subject matter more than the majority of the class.

· Teaching Standard adopted: Blended Learning Experience
· Purpose: Ambitious Capable Learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives.









Record 2
	Date:   26/9/22    
Time:   9.30am
Year group:   Year 2


	Where and When: 
· AoLE/Subject area:   Numeracy and Mathematics.
· Whole group activity.
· First activity of the morning – students were fresh.
· Students were sitting on the mat.
· Teacher was instructing the whole class, with use of the smartboard.


	What happened: 
· Teacher used the time to re-inforce an area of learning that had previously been taught.
· Students were fully engaged, and most were able to answer correctly.
· Teacher used a variety of methods including: getting students to write on whiteboards, stand up/sit down for odd/even, and raise their hand to answer.
· Gave weaker students confidence and provided teacher with the opportunity to praise the students / give positive reinforcement.


	Areas of possible exploration: 
· Use of reinforcement within teaching to embed knowledge in long-term memory.
· Use of reinforcement within teaching to boost students’ self-esteem and create a positive start to the day.


	Notes: 
· Activity helped to boost energy levels of the students, especially physical activities such as stand up/sit down and writing on whiteboards.
· Students were active but not over-excited.
· Student behaviour was good and teacher maintained firm control.

· Teaching Standard adopted:   Progression in learning.
· Purpose: Ambitious, Capable Learners, who are ready to learn throughout their lives.



















Record 3
	Date:   26/9/22
Time:   2.45pm
Year group:   Year 2


	Where and When: 
· Near the end of the day.
· Whole class involved.
· Class were sitting on the mat.
· Teacher-led activity.


	What happened: 
· Teacher assigned responsibilities to different students.
· Responsibilities included: milk monitor, line leader, outdoor monitor, table cleaners, messenger, maths area monitor etc.
· All students appeared to have a role.
· Students responded very positively, and clearly wanted to be chosen for duties.
· Students took pride in their responsibility, and it benefitted their self-esteem.
· Milk monitors prioritised friends when handing out milk, which provided the teacher with the opportunity to talk about fairness and sharing.


	Areas of possible exploration:
· The benefits of added responsibilities to students’ self-esteem.
· Humanistic approach to learning.
· Use of reality therapy (students involved in management of classroom)
· Social development for students within the classroom environment.


	Notes: 
· Took place near the end of the day when students were beginning to get tired / lose focus.
· Successfully attracted students’ attention and re-engaged distracted students.
· Some of the duties were immediate, and some for the next day.
· Students demonstrated increased feelings of self-esteem and importance.

· Teaching Standard adopted:   Real-life authentic contexts, Learners leading learning.
· Purpose:   Ethically informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.
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