Appendix A 
OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 27th September 2023 with a year 4 class 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This classroom accommodates a mixed-ability group, where learners are grouped according to their own personal ability level.

Approximately 22 learners in the classroom, mixed gender 

It was an inferences and comprehension session, indicating the area of learning was language and literacy. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

As the observation began, I couldn’t help but notice a learner at one of the high-ability tables immediately raising his hand. Despite his hand being up, it was clear he was somewhere else mentally, his gaze drifted around the classroom while his hand remained up, seemingly unconnected to the lesson. 

The teacher attempted to engage the class by using a curious phrase, “smelling the shoe” which got a chuckle out of this learner in particular. It was suggested that he was aware of what was being said. Still, his hand stayed up. 

It caught my attention that another learner on the same table also had his hand raised but was just chosen to answer a question at this exact moment the original learner's hand raised that bit higher and more eager. 

Approximately four minutes passed, during which the teacher continued addressing the entire class without calling on this specific table, the learner persisted in keeping his hand raised. 

It was only now that the teacher began distributing envelopes that the learner lowered his hand, after the envelopes were handed out the teacher instructed that the class would need their books, and the learner sprung out of his chair with enthusiasm. However, he returned a minute later without any books. 

During the time the learner left the table, shoes were handed out and put on the centre of each table, the learner started to work independently on writing his inferences onto his book. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Challenge Level - assessing whether the material and tasks are appropriately challenging for high-ability learners. 
· Constructivist learning theory – engagement and learning outcomes. 
· Engagement strategies – exploring classroom management techniques that promote active participation and involvement. 
· Capturing the attention and engagement and attention of disengaged learners 
· Applying the zone of proximal development to identify and support the learning needs of learners who are high ability or disengaged. 
· Gifted education – programmes for mixed ability classrooms, approaches to meet the needs to high ability learners.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


· The classroom included a teacher and a teaching assistant. 
· The duration of the observation lasted approximately 12 minutes. 
· There were conversations among teaching staff outside the classroom. 
· A Hook, in the form of a shoe, was introduced at the end of the observation.
· Lower-ability students were actively engaged in collaborative work and discussions over the shoe – while the specific learner of focus at his table worked independently on tasks.
· An intervention occurred during the observation, with someone coming to pull an additional learner possibly adding another layer of distraction. 
· The classroom layout featured distinct tables designed for different ability levels. 







