A critical assessment of the selected case study (3000 words) within the academic framework that reflects debates in the field of the study of religious and spiritual experience.
Discussing questions of validity and interpretation in entheogenic experience.
     I feel that trying to academically assess spiritual and religious experience is like trying to fit a round peg into a square hole. Although current narrative from the world health organisation suggests that spirituality has a beneficial effect on health and wellbeing, methodologies on data gathering and interpretation are an ongoing dynamic concern. Empirical thinking struggles with the non-rational nature of this information, ’faith and reason are incompatible’ Ahmed(    ) .
      If we add hallucinogenic or psychoactive drugs into the mix, this process of study becomes even more complex. If anthropology being the study of others, aids us in learning about ourselves, what can we learn from entheogenic experiences and how do we get there? What are the tools at our disposal within academic structure? How do we asses these experiences and by what means do we quantify and validate them? The dilemmas faced here are also pertinent in the wider arena of anthropological study.
The beginnings of the twentieth century saw ethnographic study in its nascent stage, Malinowski's study with The Trobriand Islanders, Evans-Pritchard's time with The Nuer in Sudan, both critically acclaimed seminal works and the foundations of a new era of study., introducing functionalist and relativist methodology. This followed by the sixty's counterculture, an explosion of anti-establishment thought and practice, an explosion in alternative ideology hand in hand with an increase in consumption of mind-altering drugs. Castenada's Teachings of Don Juan (1968) and Huxley's Doors of perception (1954) brought attention and prestige to a wider audience. While within the academic field the likes of Harner and Turner engaged in fully immersive ethnographic study which changed the way we look at fieldwork.
 Meanwhile, in Brazil, the decriminalisation of Ayahuasca involved promoting the health benefits and positive effects of use . Alongside anti-establishment views in the West, this attention established recognition and acceptance. Consequently, the quest for spiritual encounters via entheogenic means became popular and Neo Shamanism was born.
The popularity and subsequent fetishization(    Who said that) of entheogenic ritual has wreaked havoc marlene de robkin?......................
  The quest for spirituality by drug-induced means became a fashionable and available movement. Increased and widespread use, the apparent fetishisation.... has impact economy, drug tourism, commodification , Impacting the  environment, the economy, the culture ,and a decrease in navailability for locals in order to accommodate the tourist industry,

In context In context used for spiritual experience, communicating with spirits, prophecy, protection, healing, community benefits....commonplace and normal practice, and part of the deeper 


Empirical stance rationality
     Bowie, Turner, Harner are all proponents of fu




 abuse of power....these facts side....context,,,,,,,,,,,,ideology embraced? Animism/shamanism? 
Could we use Dr Almeidas holistic approach, the model he uses to asses if someone is suffering mental illness or pathology to be cured? Is theree  negaative effect on health function energy? Does practice carry any negatives? Addiction? Wider social aspects...
Does our t of context mean t
Are the ideologies fully embraced? If they are do we take a functionalist view ad say well then 
Do the ideologies need to be embraced? Can they be. 




 In her work, The Anthropologists Dilemma, Fiona Bowie describes three levels of engagement for the anthropologist undertaking ethnographic fieldwork studying religion. The first example is of an open-minded approach with possibility of temporary or permanent revision of world view and personal enrichment, secondly a temporary suspension of personal cultural identity, fully engaging in all aspects of the study group, what she calls; going native;///// Thirdly, a definite closed-mindedness to absorbing or taking in board any new view or ideology/and reinforcing existing ideology

Harner interesting

In Building Bridges, Bowie states that (one)’ is asked to make him or herself available, vulnerable, and flexible (Breton’s disponibilité). It demands being ready to step outside one’s comfort zone and to learn from life and from situations.’ Bowie (2013). 
Meanwhile, in Brazil, the decriminalisation of Ayahuasca involved promoting the health benefits and positive effects of use . Alongside anti-establishment views in the West, this attention established recognition and acceptance. Alongside anti establishment views in the West, Neo Shamanism was born. The quest for spiritual encounters via entheogenic means became popular.
 The quest for spirituality by drug induced means became a fashionable and available movement. Increased and widwespread use, the apparent fetishisation.... has imapact economy, drug tourism, abuse of environment, colonization and a decrease in navailability for locals in order to accommodate the tourist industry, abuse of power
Popularity...legalization popularity in the west have led to new context for users, westerners go to …........thouhg this is creating a safe space to trip it means to things....that ot is out of context..is it valid
Also feel that the new age spirituality centres around self work, the I …..si taken for different reasons
e. Why? 


Micheal jackson..p.296......Husserl’s unfinished and posthumously published The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendent Phenomenology (1936) was written during the period in which the Nazis consolidated their power. Although he suffered personally from antiJewish laws and antisemitic bigotry, Husserl’s quarrel with National Socialism was that it was symptomatic of the instrumental rationalism, reductionism, and naive objectivism of post-Enlightenment science (Moran 2000: 180). Rather than regard scientific and theoretical understandings as supplementary to the “natural attitude,” science had come to be celebrated as a superior form of understanding 
If abstraction and conceptualization oft en blind us to, or render irrelevant, the nuances and presences that are so central to our sense of being human, howp.298



Reduction 
Dismiss
So, what are we learning? 
Micheal jackson...compare such diverse existential realities in order to reach deeper and more universally applicable understandings of the human condition.





 




There are undeniable difficulties encountered in all aspects of ethnographic fieldwork and interpretation, we cannot avoid our cultural position ….and therefore the basis of how we, as individuals, conceptualize life the universe and everything. 
   If we look at the rise of Neo Shamanism in the west, particularly the use of ayahuasca, and the wider implications of its use from a western perspective and how this affects


Juxtaposition of rational and irrational
Marlene dobkin de rios...documented ayahuasca 

 



church of santo daime and see which aspects raise debate//// of development of the church, how the church has grown, how from an academic point of view, we can interpret the experiences there and consider debate around interpretation of these experiences.



Otto....1958 from mccutcheon.................The reader is invited to direct his mind to a moment of deeply-felt religious experience, as little as possible qualified by other forms of consciousness. Whoever cannot do this, whoever knows no such moments in his experience, is requested to read no farther; for it is not easy to discuss questions of religious psychology with one who can recollect the emotions of his adolescence, the discomforts of indigestion, or, say, social feelings, but cannot recall any intrinsically religious feelings. We do not blame such an one, when he tries for himself to advance as far as he can with the help of such principles of explanation as he knows, interpreting "aesthetics" in terms of sensuous pleasure, and "religion" as a function of the gregarious instinct and social standards, or as something more primitive still. But the artist, who for his part has an intimate personal knowledge of the distinctive element in the aesthetic experience, will decline his theories with thanks, and the religious man will reject them even more uncompromisingly. (Otto 1958 [1917])


Examples of separation/representation rather than participation
 Should there be a fourth category where anthropologists not only observe, participate, annotate and interpret but what if immersion and full engagement involves taking drugs?
Is this removing another barrier towards
Ingold....current thought...
Out of our minds; who said it...does it negate barriers to immersion and ///
Representation rather than participation
Davidov 2010 new shamans para/ 
    Greenfield brazi;ian spiritist’cultural biology.......bio medical observation and clinical trials
…...............reductionist medicalise
Functionalist...not on structure or institute but of the cultural phenomenon,,,the existential , emotional and symbolic function
Bowie,,,,p.14 allowing the serendipitous....



Malinowski and 
Evans –Pritchard Evans-Pritchard concluded that the religious aspects of another culture are best understood by those who acknowledge the validity of religious experiences in their own culture.
 His approach is thus a structuralist one to the extent that it focuses upon the pattern of relations existing between units of cultural information. Language itself provided Evans-Pritchard with a basic model for explaining his own anthropological programme.
 bSo looked at hoew contentious the taking of the raw material...the fieldwork....next step...how interpret? Reduction> dismiss? 
For these reasons, the interest in taking drugs to inspire incite experience spiritual encounter, entheogenic use of drugs is on the rise. 
Ayahuasca has beco///////////exponential////with both positive and negative effect
In context, continuance of tradition,,,normal practice, except with huge imapcet of influx outsides, meaning less availability for locals a in none or too expensive..commercial exploitation impact on envirinment and economy
Out of context spread of churech s.d across world , independent of The Church, no connection or guidance
Shamanism Merete Demant Jakobsen shaman,,,,,,,,,, immersive then dismissive?
....seeing a rise and popularity in the new age movemnet of self work...self help, self love? 



Juxtaposition
Looking at the santodaime church in brazil, syncretic,, and the wider use of ayahuasca.
 Ideology around  taking ayahuasca centres around the belief that animals, plants and other parts of the envirinment such as lakes, mountains etc are available and able to be connected with
This engenders an innate eco empathy...being connected in the web of life.
Wider use , even when used out of context
 The enlightenment era saw the nascent beginnings of ethnography, studies by Bronislaw Malinowski with The Trobriand Islanders and Evans -Pritchard with the Nuer laid preliminary groundwork the study of others.




The Ayahuasca experience....determining validity of experience and comparing contextuality.
Expectation of vision with drugs...of experience that you taken entheogenic way...redisposes one to interpret experience as divine etc, whereas the same or similar drugs taken recreationally will have different expectation...does this detract from the?...................
Significance of drug taking 
 Doctor Almeidas guildlines are a framework to judge if a person is suffering mental illness or spiritual experience could also be transposed to the those doing drug induced spiritual experience

Institutionalised
Personal
Social
  wether it be as part of a recognised religion, faith group or refuses to fit in a tidy scientific box that can be assessed through empirical research studies and data harvesting.
Shamanism and animism are ideologies so far from western world view that study in this field poses many problems
Bowir....how do we engage as anthropologists?.............how to fully engage? How to interpret what we experience from our own cultural viewpoint
 
Evidence shows that people who have hadd experience may be shy, ashamed, expect negative judgement, or feel its too personal
How to validate? How to quantify, data harvest, ...science, empirical tidying and boxing of all into neat scientific boxes,
Amorphouos personal phenomena...individual, personal, 
Bowie ...problems with immersive fieldwork and the barriers encounterd, subjective and objective viewpoints, a separation still evident and constant efforts to be less colonial lol, less distant, aloof, powerful, imbalanced, 
Medicalised view....common for health care professionals, as well as ethnographers doing immersive fieldwork to keep under wrpas their own ideologies around faith, spirituality and belief, …........Ameidas work to address the generalized closedmindedness of the medical communiyty....by leveling the consulting room ….........correlations between mental wellbeing and spirituality is acknowledged yet a non ordinary experience or sometinthing the practitioner cannot grasp may be dismissed as not important or valid. Almeidas work The Position Papers, written in.............seeks to remedy this by acknowledging these experiences as valid and by attempting to develop methodology to study,(asses, categorize etc) on spiritual experience.  
World Psychiatry Organisation
Bowies view is that process of undertaking ethnographic fieldwork indicative of two prime ….....firstly that the intention is honourable...and therefore despite the problems that impartiality, and personal cultural embeddness pose in analysing or processing interpreting other culttures may pose, and secondly that it shows a vulnerability on the part of the anth.....this is true , to fully immerse...bla....surely shows courage, interest, intention but historacally, this type of study is a one way street, the anth chooses where to go, may or may not express her intention fully...do they understand? Is it clear what the ouotcome is? BBc? Tv? But also not expectation, inteerest or …..on the views of the anth, 



Apparently, experience is a lot more complicated than was first apparent when reading that quotation from John Wesley, for it now seems that the internalization of a previous calculus, developed long before we arrived on the scene and taught to us by others, ensures that none of my experiences are simply my own; instead, what gets to count as an experience is determined for us by others, by the grids given to us and by means of which we determine what is and is not significant to us.McCutcheon


Scinence and anthropology
Closed minded
Open minded
Is it a question of validity? Why? Users have undeniably profound experience, it is valid to them, a feeling of connection, empathy, care, feelings like this surely lead one to …..environmental 
its in a bid to fit into an empirical view, ordered and neat, but also validated and understood comprehensively....
What we may label Native or traditional ideologies 
Increasing interest in people participating in ayahuasca ritual and use has come about for a few reasons, the internet, laws passed in order to 

Perenial mystical core...Jungian philosophy
 
Micheal Jackson ,,,,,,,,,,,,,Phenomenogically inspired ethnography


Purporting to attain wesrtern ideals of experience

Discussion As William James put it, experience is a “double-barreled word” (2003: 10). It refers at the same time to what is experienced, who is experiencing, and how he or she is experiencing. “Like its congeners, life and history,” writes John Dewey, experience “includes what men do and suffer, what they strive for, love, believe and endure, and also how men act and are acted upon, the ways in which they do and suffer, desire and enjoy, see, believe, imagine—in short, processes of experiencing” (Dewey 1958: 8).
 Phenomenologically, we are continually caught on the cusp, as it were, between what can and cannot be conceptually grasped, causally explained, or verbally captured. Sometimes we experience ourselves as having agency; sometimes we feel that we have none, or that inanimate objects and impersonal forces have more power over us than we have over them; sometimes we think intuitively; sometimes we have recourse to conventional beliefs.1

Context. Ayahuasca has been used for time immemorial, centres around an animistic ideology, underpinned by the belief that the animals plants and objects have spirit which can be communicated with, a place in the world...where one is or has the possibility/opportunity to communicate with ones surroundings...to have a voice in the unconscious and spiritual realms as part of every day life. As normal experience. Social communal family. Safe. Supported, guided
Out of context, underpinned by non animistic ideology, who knows, so many people attracted to this from accros the globe....interest...adventure thrill seekers, sick people (addicts, depressed, anxious). And those on a spiritual path. Faddists, fashoionista
Want authentic experience....fetishization and commodification.(Hay 2020) 
Micheal Jackson.......’the idealistic tendency of phenomenology can be overcome by a direct engagement with empirical reality, and this implies “the altogether existential notion of the horizon of subjective life” (Ricoeur 1978: 1, 78–79).



Conclusive notes
 Experience, we might conclude, is continually oscillating between one’s own inward-looking awareness and the external objects that draw one’s attention outward into the world
Information garnered on a fieldtrip concerning topics such as marriage rites, tea ritual or social strata are easily fitted into categories and demand little from the observer in the way of   fundamental belief, faith, spirituality.
Emerging thought is to be fully immersed to comprehensively   
Why would drug induced experience be any less valid than non drug induced r/s experience. 
Why should the fact that its drug based be an issue? Our cultural bias makes it an issue, if we are to apply Bowies non judgemental, empathic  methodology to sstay oppen minded
Empirical study by the likes of Almeida strive to bring validation to the whole field, struggling against outdated attitude with reductionist in a bid to ….straightforward to dismiss  the ideology and the experience but to focus on the proces..the ritual...the outcome
Existentialism
Human exceptionalism
Durres S. Ahmed ‘faith and reason are incompatible, post-colonial interpretation is biased’

Integration, evolution spiritual
Ontological
Ontological understanding....philosophical sense of the word, two schools of thought, ontological materialism, where ‘stuff’ is more real than non stuff,  that matter and substance considered reality
And ontological idealism , where reality is in the mind of the observer 
This ontological framework underpins an entheogenic practice , 
Context
The ideology in context original ( as in animistic or shamanic....where soul and spirits are present in the  dead, alove. Animate and inanimate environment available to be connected with and able to communicate. Connection to a widwer and
 www is not materiallh tangible) yet we cosider it normal practice to connect to others, seek advice, comfort, why is another ideology not as accepted as thayt?
reflects connection with the world, empathetic subjective viewpoint
This ideology cant be expected from outsiders taking ayahuasca...but does a desire to experience qualify them to have valid experience
Validity...users share common experience of connected feeling ….environmental and ecological impact...thhough people interested in having this experience may already have emapthetic protective feelings 
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