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Many of the traditions which we think of as very ancient in their origins were 
not in fact sanctioned by long usage over the centuries, but were invented 
comparatively recently. This book explores examples of this process of 
invention - the creation of Welsh and Scottish 'national culture'; the 
elaboration of British royal rituals in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; 
the origins of imperial rituals in British India and Africa; and the attempts by 
radical movements to develop counter-traditions of their own. It addresses 
the complex interaction of past and present, bringing together historians and 
anthropologists in a fascinating study of ritual and symbolism which poses 

new questions for the understanding of our history. 
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Chartist Riots at Newport 
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The Rebecca Riots, an uprising of oppressed peasantry against the burden of 
tollgates in west Wales, began in the summer of 1839. After only a few 
months, they ceased as suddenly as they had started and for three-and-a-half 
years, the countryside was undisturbed. Then, in the winter of 1842, rioting 
broke out again—with greater violence. 

 
 

 


